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Blair is bad 
news for City, 
say directors 

Poll shows gloom on pound and interest rates 


Bosnian children fly in praying for Christmas cure 



CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Tony Blair has failed so far to 
get his message across to the 
City and big business that new 
Labour can be trusted to im- 
prove the economy, or hold 
down interest rates and income 
tax. according to a survey of 
company executives. 

The poll of business opinion, 
which will come us a blow to 
Labour's hopes of winning over 
the business community, indi- 
cates that while 723 per cent of 
company chiefs think Labour 
will win the next election, they 
believe a Blair government will 
be bad for corporate Britain. 

Asked by the leading City re- 
search organisation, Hem- 
mington-Scoll. how they 
thought the economy would 
fare, more than 80 per cent be- 
lieved interest rates would rise 
in the long-term, 78.1 per cent 
said the pound would fall im- 
mediately and 71 per cent said 
it would remain depressed. 

The survey, based on re- 
sponses by more than 600 di- 
rectors of companies quoted on 
the Stock Market, follows an in- 
tense campaign by Labour to se- 
cure support from big business. 
Mr Blair has recently addressed 
the CBI annual conference and 
toured the country talking to 
business leaders, while the Shad- 
ow Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
and his team, hare been invit- 
ed into boardrooms to preach 
the new Labour message. 

But the survey suggests di- 
rectors believe there has not 
been much change from old 
Labour. The poll underlines 
fears in the Labour leadership 
that they have a long way to go 
in persuading many strands of 
the electorate that the party's 
economic strategy has changed. 


Labour's opinion poll rating 
has been consistently 25 percent 
ahead of the Tories in recent 
months. However, those who 
replied to the business survey 
were more sceptical. 

Mare than 70 per cent think 
overseas companies will be less 
likely to set up shop in a Britain 
run by Mr Blair. The City of 
London's position as Europe's 
financial centre would be di- 
minished under a Labour gov- 
ernment, say more than 50 per 
cent of those who responded. 

Hcmmington-Scott sent de- 
tailed questionnaires to 10300 
directors and non-executive di- 
rectors of UK sLock market 
companies. The survey results 
are based on replies from 614 
of them. 

It is not all grim reading for 
Labour. Many of those who 
were surveyed are dismayed 
by the Conservative govern- 
ment. ‘‘The lories deserve to 
lose," one director of a quoted 
company said. The job could 
hardly be tackled less effec- 
tively." another said. But for all 
their reservations, they still be- 
lieve another term of Conser- 
vative rule would be better 
than a Labour government 
“However poor the Tories are, 
at least they try to do the right 
things," was the plaintive com- 
ment of one director. 

Personal wealth and the im- 
pact Labour will have on their 
earnings featured highly in di- 
rectors' qualms about Mr Blair. 
More than half those respond- 
ing - 56.6 per cent - think a 
Labour government would curb 
executives' pay and perks. 

it is the effect on their own 
businesses, though, where the 
impact of Labour will hurt 
mosL and where assurances 
arc simply not getting through. 
Some 64,4 per cent of those 


replying believe Labour would 
increase National Insurance 
contributions in the short-term. 
Over half of those surveyed pre- 
dicted an almost immediate 
rise in corporation lax. 

Even more alarming for Mr 
Blair is that after all his attempts 
to distanc e new Labour from 
the trade unions, 58.9 per cent 
of those responding fear a 
resurgence in union power. 
They predict the political in- 
fluence of the unions would 
almost immediately increase 
both in Downing Street and in 
the workplace. 

Repeated attempts by Mr 
Brown to convince business he 
would m ain lam a tight grip on 
the nation’s purse strings appear 
to have feiled More than 90 per 
cent believe the public sector 
borrowing requirement will rise 
in the long-term. 

There is, however, one bright 
spot in the otherwise unremit- 
tingly gloomy survey for 
Labour. A significant propor- 
tion of directors believe that the 
party would take effective steps 
to increase Britain's manufac- 
turing base. But even here, 
more than half still believe 
Labour would not be able to 
deliver the goods. 

A few lone voices speak up 
for the party. “A Labour gov- 
ernment is vital for the future 
of Britain. The social divides, 
the wealth divides, the lack of 
personal responsibility now ap- 
parent. will otherwise continue 
to have a corrosive influence," 
one director told the survey. 

But the view which appears 
to sum up boardroom opinion, 
according to the survey, is: 
“Once in, [a Labour govern- 
ment] will be the same dreary 
government it was before, with 
inadequate little men, Ms Beck- 
ett el ai, floundering around." 



JOJO MOVES 

EMMADAIY 

Krupa 

Lejla AiunetstahfC,a 13yearold 
girl suffering from lymphatic 
cancer, arrived in Britain yes- 
terday to receive treatment that 
could save her life. 

Lejla, whose plight was high- 
lighted by the Independent lost 
Saturday, arrived at Heathrow 
after a two-day journey across 
Bosnia, along with two other se- 
riously ill children; four year old 


Major in talks with 
Princess Diana 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 
Political Correspondent 

Expectations grew yesterday 
that the Government is trying 
to find a public role for the 
Princess of Wales after she held 
a one-hour meeting at Kens- 
ington Palace with John Major. 

Yesterday's, meeting comes 
within a month of the princess's 
plea in her controversial 
Panorama interview to become 
an “ambassador" for Britain. 

Number 10 downplayed the 
meeting at the princess's home 
as “something the Prime Min- 
ister does every so often, about 
two or three times a year". 

But while Downing Street 
and Buckingham Palace gave no 
details, political sources thought 
it inconceivable the princess's 
future had not come up. 

The meeting with the Prime 
Minister came two days after 
the princess announced that 
she would not, as originally 


IX BRIEF 



Girl, 16, jumps to death 
after warning of suicide 


Diana: Seeking public role 

planned, spend Christmas with 
the Queen, her estranged hus- 
band and two sons and other 
members of the Royal Family at 
Sandringham. 

That 'latest example of the 
princess distancing herself from 
the rest of Royal Family has fu- 
elled calls by" Prince Charles’s 
supporters arid senior Tory MPs 
for a speedy divorce. 


JOHN McKIE and 
REBECCA FOWLER 

A 1 6-year-old schoolgirl 
jumped to her death only hours 
after a previous suicide attempt 
in which she bad been rescued 
from beneath a train. 

Jessica O'Riordan died in- 
stantly on Tuesday night when 
she jumped from the fourth 
floor of the Marsbam Court Ho- 
tel in Bournemouth. The day 
before she had thrown heisclf 
on to railway tracks at 
Southampton station but sur- 
vived because she fell between 
the wheels of a moving train. 

She was taken immediately to 
the city’s general hospital where 
she was seen by a doctor but 
then discharged into the care of 
her mother, a social worker, 
who took her home to Totton, 
just outside the city. 


The next evening, she went 
to Bournemouth, with her 
friend Sally Smith, 19, to see a 
concert by the pop band Pulp. 

After the concert, she 
dim bed up the fire escape of the 
hotel and jumped off Ms Smith 
was found by hotel staff next to 
her body in a hysterical state. 

On Monday evening, before 
Jessica's first suicide attempt, 
the two girls were spotted sit- 
ting on the toll bridge over the 
river lichen, and were driven to 
safety by a policewoman, who 
hod not realised Jessica was dis- 
tressed. 

“They seemed very happy, 
and in no way suicidal,” the po- 
licewoman "said. "VVe even 
spoke about the subject, and 
one of them told me she would 
never kill herself because she 
loved her mum and wouldn’t do 
that to her." 



Mercy mission: Bosnian girl Amela Kurtovic,4 r was wounded by a shell and needs surgery otherwise she may lose 


Amela Kurtovic. who may lose 
a leg after a shell explosion, and 
Meliha Mulezinovic,13, who 
requires urgent open heart 
surgery. 

She was to be accompanied 
by another lymphoma sufferer, 
a seven-year-old bey, but be was 
considered too iU to travel. 
Doctors hope he may be well 
enough to fly to Britain today. 

All three were brought to 
Britain by Child Advocacy In- 
ternational, a charity working in 
Bosnia, using funds raised by Li- 


ons Cubs International, the 
World Memorial Fund ah.d. 
readers of the Independent. 

“There was a time I thought 
treatment wouldn’t be posable,” 
said Lejla’s mother, Murisa 
Ahmets tahic, from Gorazde 
yesterday. “So we didn’t expect 
this to happen. But we are very 
hopeful and very thankful. Zt is 
a very nice Christmas present." 

Lejla, who would have died 
if she had stayed m Bosnia, dow 
stands an 80 per cent chance of 
recovery. She will be treated ar 


IJyeipboPsAlder Hey Hospi- 

- taL whUe the other children, and 

- three that arrived two weeks 
ago, are placed in hospitals 
-across tftc north and midlands. 
. The children arrived as Nato 
fences b^an their peace mission 
in Bosnia. D-Day marked the 
official end of the UN peace- 
keeping mission and the start of 
the affiance's role in imple- 
menting the peace deal readied 
in Dayton Ohio. 

British forces pushed across 
a former front line in Bosnia to 


Last night, there was grow- 
ing concern over why social ser- 
vices were not called in after 
Jessica’s first suicide attempt, 

Hampshire County Council, 
which was not contacted, said 
it was normal practice for social 
services to be involved in such 
cases. 

“We’d always take any report 
of suicide very seriously, par- 
ticularly so in the case of a 
teenager." said a spokesman. 

The hospital denied it had re- 
leased Jessica too quickly. “Giv- 
en the circumstances we're 
satisfied the doctors concerned 
acted quite properly and in 
consultation with the family," 
said a spokeswoman. 

Jessica’s death stunned 
friends and teachers at Houns- 
down School, Totton, South- 
ampton, where she was in her 
final year studying for GCSEs. 


Her classmates broke down in 
tears when the news of her 
death was announced at a spe- 
cial assembly, and were offered 
bereavement counselling. 

“Jessica was an intellig ent and 
talented pupil, who clearly had 
a promising future, and as with 
die death of any young person 
it’s hard for everyone to come 
to terms with such a tragedy,*' 
said Mark Gibbons, head 
teacher. 

“Our thoughts at this time are 
particcdarty focused on Jesska's 

famil y." 

Jessica’s mother and two old- 
er sisters were being comforted 
at their home yesterday. 

Her sister, Josie, said: “My 
mother is devastated by this. We 
are trying to think why Jessie (fid 
it. She had no history of de- 
pression." 

An inquest will be held. 


Wife-killer j&Hed 

The husband of a building 
socielv manageress was jailed 
fur life for her murder after a 
jury rejected his story .that the 
couple had been victims of a 
pan g of armed robbers. Psg« 3 

MPs attack CSA 
A powerful Commons* com- 
mittee criticised the Child Sup- 
port Agency for making too 
many mistakes- ft®* 5 

Today's weather 

Very cold across the UK, with 
snow in central and northern 
areas. Section TVro, page 21 


City women find men behaving badly 


UZHUNT 

Health Editor 

Sexual attractiveness is the key 
determinant of a woman's po- 
sition in the male-dominated 
hanks and trading houses of the 
City, according to a study that 
reveals widespread sexism and 
discrimination as a legacy of the 
19$0s market boom. 

Women arc classified ty male 
colleagues on the basis of at- 
tractiveness, availability, age, 
clothes and make-up, os 
“babes", "one of the boys", a 


“bit of a mum", a “lesbian", or 
a “dragon," and are treated 
accordingly, regardless of their 
job status. 

Belinda Brooks-Gordon. of 
the Institute of Criminology at 
Cambridge University, told the 
British Psychological Society 
conference in London yester- 
day, that “babes" were young, 
attractive, were shown more 
courtesy than other women, 
but hud less credibility in the . 
workplace. They were looked at 
more by the mot and often were 
invited to out-of-work events. 


A sub-group of “babes" was 
defined as “goers" These were 
women who looked sexually 
active and willing. 

Women who competed with 
men in terms of aggression and 
ability were “one of the boys". 
They tended to wear power suits 
ana were accepted by men. 

A woman who was not re- 
garded as attractive was a “bit 
of a mum" and was largely 
. ignored, except when she could 
be prevailed upon to make tea. 
type, or do menial tasks. 

Feminists were termed “les- 


bians", regardless of their sex- 
ual orientation. Most men 
thought this group could be con- 
verted by the sexual prowess of 
a “potent man" or “real pUyer”. 

Older and physically unat- 
tractive women were defined as 
“dragons", which gave men li- 
cence to be ruder to them. 

Ms Brooks-Gordon said 
employers were lax about the 
behaviour of men towards the 
few women they worked with. 
Because few women hold senior 
positions in the City, this had 
been ignored' by feminists. 


She said that economics, politi- 
cians and the media were at- 
tracted by the “phallic" symbol 
of the City and had “fashioned 
a masculinity around profit- 
and-loss statements”. 

Conference reports, page 4 
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One repeat you 


can avoid 


this Christmas. 
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Ulster breakthrough: PMs prepare to meet following European agreement but killings provide grim backdrop 


IN BRIEF 


Irish summit go-ahead after steel deal 


Movb to res&fct TV 

control of $pwt ' 


COUN BROWN 


Dublin sources Iasi night said 

John Majoi will travel to Ireland 
today for a goodwill meeting 
with John Bruton, following 
an eleventh-hour deal over Eu- 
ropean subsidies for an Irish 
steel plant. 

The two prime ministers are 
expected to issue a strongly 
worded condemnation of the re- 
cent killings by the IRA of 
drugs dealers in Belfast, which 
have undermined Sinn Fein's 
commitment to exclusively 
peaceful methods. 

Downing Street officials last 


night were refusing to confirm 
that the meeting will lake place, 
but authoritative Irish sources 
said Mr Major would travel to 
Dublin lor the first time to meet 
the Irish Prime Minister to 
show unity over the peace 
process before Christmas. 

"The meeting will go ahead. 
They will meet in the late af- 
ternoon. followed by a press 

conference, and a social event. 
K is aimed at stressing the close 
relationship between the two 
men and the determination of 
the two governments to push 
ahead wilh the peace process. 
Despite ail the difficulties, it is 


on track," said a Dublin source. 

The dose relationship was 
put to bre aking strain over the 
row over the EU subsidies. Mr 
Bruton was said to be “incan- 
descent” with rage when he 
found that Britain was pre- 
pared (o veto the aid package 
at a council of ministers meet- 
ing in Brussels yesterday be- 
cause it would give the 
privatised steel plant near Cork 
an unfair advantage against 
British Steel. 

The veto threat was lifted af- 
ter ministers agreed to a pack- 
age including curbs on steel 
production by the Irish plant. 


The renewed violence in 
Belfast overshadowed yester- 
day's Anglo-Irish Conference in 
Dublin. The third drugs-relat- 
ed killing in Belfast within two 
weeks yesterday led to allega- 
tions that the IRA had broken 
its ceasefire. 

Unionist politicians yesterday 
called on John Major to ac- 
knowledge that the ceasefire 
had been breached. But a senior 
RUC spokesman noticeably 
slopped short of blaming the 
IRA. though he said the killings 
had been carried out “with the 
same degree of meticulous 
planning and ruthless ex ecu 


tion” as paramilitary murders. 

The latest attack, on Tuesday 
night, claimed the life of 
Christopher Johnston, a father 
of four children, who was shot 
dead as he arrived home in the 
Lower Onneau area of south 
Belfast. This followed killings on 
Monday and two weeks ago- 

Responsibflity tor some of the 
killings has been claimed by a 
telephone caller purporting to 
speak for a group called "Direct 
Action Against Drugs-" No one 
has heard of such a group un- 
til now. Police have admitted 
that some of those killed were 
involved in drugs. Mr Johnston 


was on bafi on a 


porting cannabis into 


A County Tyrone priest. 
Monsignor Deni Rant, said 
yesterday. “Of course it is the 
IRA. No one goes into areas 
such as the tower Onneau or 
New Lodge and carries guns - 
unl ess they are the IRA or loy- 
alist paramilitaries - and these 
were quite obviously not sec- 
tarian killings. ” 

The Rev Ian Paisley said: 
“The fact that the government 
and the RUC are dancing 
around the reality that the 
ceasefire has been breached 

demonstrates that they are de- 


liberately hyiiigto can the peo- 
ple of Northern Ireland into be- 
lievmg there is a ceasefire when 
there ts not “ 

The Anglo-Irish conference 
meeting in : Dublinwas "a 
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scheduled summit between 
Major and Mr Bruton. - 
It was planned tqfoBcw a vis- 
it by Mr Major to Belfast today 
will, compensate for the 
brief Downing Street presen 
tatksn of the twin-track initia 
five on 28. bfovember/rusfeed 
through at Dublin's insistence 
just hours beforeU S President 
Clinton's visit. 


Loyalist leader gets 
10 years for arming 
the paramilitaries 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 


A senior Ulster loyalist politi- 
cian. who held talks with (he 
Government as part of the 
northern Ireland peace process, 
was jailed for 10 years yester- 
day for gun-running. Lindsay 
Robb, a Progressive Unionist 
Party official, was convicted of 
conspiring to supply weapons to 
the outlawed prrueslam para- 
military group, the Ulster 
Volunteer Force. 

Robb's two accomplices. 
John Johnston. 4*3. and William 
McArthur, 41, both from cen- 
tral Scotland, were sentenced to 
a total of IS years at Edinburgh 
High Court for conspiring to 
further the aims of the U\T by 
criminal means. Three other 
men - Francis Hives. 45. from 
Liverpool. David White. 29. 
from Airdrie and .Alexander 


Davidson. 23. of Lurgnn - were 
jailed for a total of 12 years for 


firearms offences. 

Robb's conviction is a severe 
embarrassment for the PIT* - 
the unofficial political 3rm of 
the UVF- which has declared 
its full support for the Ulster 
ceasefire. During his trial jurors 
heard that the 2S-year-oId led 
a double life. In public he 


backed the peace process, join- 
ing a Unionist delegation which 
held talks with the Northern Ire- 
land minister. Michael Ancram, 
at Stormont earlier (his year. 
But in private he was running 
guns to loyalist death squads. 

Robb, an unemployed print- 
er from Lurgan. hatched a plot 
to buy weapons in England and 
transport them to Scotland be- 
fore smuggling them across the 
Irish sea from Stranraer to 
Larne. 

.A diary found at Robb's 
home logged meetings wilh 
Johnston and McArthur, it con- 
tained references to the U\TF. 
The three men arranged to buy 
the first consignment - hand- 
guns and semi-automatic ma- 
chine pistols - in Liverpool. 

But the security services had 
been tipped off about the op- 
eration and M15 began round- 
the-clock surveillance.Armcd 
officers arrested Johnston. 
White and McArthur in July as 
they drove north from Mersey- 
side to deliver the weapons to 
Robb. During the (rial which 
highlighted the close links be- 
tween loyalist paramilitaries in 
Ulster and protestam sympa- 
thisers in Scotland, the jury 
heard that UVF members north 
of the border were actively col- 
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lecting arms and money despite 
the ceasefire in Ulster. Meet- 
ings between LVF sympathis- 
ers took place in pubs and 
Orange Halls across central 
Scotland. TRobb took the 
RUC's resettlement money and 
moved to the seaside town of 
Ayr on Scotland's wcsL coast 
earlier this year. There, he used 
his membership of Craigavon 
Protestant Boys Flute Band to 
travel all over the country rais- 
ing money for the UVF and 
seeking partners for. his gun- 
running. . 

But he chose poor accom- 
plices. One of his main co-con- 
spirators. John Johnston, was a 
drunk who began to brag about 
his UVF links and his friendship 
with Robb. Eventually, details 
of Robb's plan leaked out. The 
security services, who had been 
on the alert for signs that the 
UVF could be re-arming, began 
a lengthy surveillance operation. 

It ended dramatically in 
Airdrie last July when armed 
police rammed Johnston's car. 
In the boot officers found semi- 
automatic machine pistols. 
David Ervine. a PUP 
spokesman Iasi night WED 
condemned the verdicts as “sav- 
age" The party would support 
an appeal. 



Lindsay Robb leaving Edinburgh High Court yesterday after being jailed for J0 years- 
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Heseltine rounds on 


Rail franchises 


the Tory Euro rebels 


DONALD MACINTYRE and 
PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 


Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, yesterday 
turned on Euro-rebels who cost 
their party victory' in the Com- 
mons on Tuesday night with a 
warning they could precipitate 
a Labour victory. 

In a barely disguised appeal 
to constituency parties to exer- 
cise more leverage over their 
MPs, Mr Heseltine declared: 
“Are they trying to replace this 
Conservative government with 
a Labour government which will 
abandon all the safeguards that 
John Major has secured in Eu- 
rope? Their constituency asso- 
ciations had better ask these 
sorts of question.” 

.As Douglas Hogg, (he Min- 
ister of Agriculture, said 
scathingly of Lhe rebels who de- 
fied the government motion 
over fishing quotas that “they 


know little about fishing and 
care even less”, Mr Heseltine 
told BBC Radio's The World at 
One : “It’s time for people to say 
some fairly frank things. This 
isn’t a sort of game.” 

There was particular bitter- 
ness over the decision by 
William Cash, the Euro-sceptic 
MP for Stafford, to vote against 
the Government. It was said 
Conservative Central Office 
had gone out of its way to pro- 
vide help with Mr Cash’s suc- 
cessful efforts to secure his 
reselection two months ago. 

But there was a contrast be- 
tween reactions of pro-Euro- 
pcan and Eurosceptic ministers. 
One Euro-sceptic - while crit- 
icising the rebels as “sDly" and 
"high on publicity” - professed 
to be relatively relaxed about 
the long-term impact and said 
that the rebellion had not been 
as large as feared. 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 


cellor. came under fire from 
some Eurosceptic Tories be- 
cause of his acknowledgement 
in Madrid last weekend that 
monetary union may go ahead. 
Mr Clarke is thought by many 
MP5 to believe that the EMU 
study demanded by John Ma- 
jor into the relations between 
countries inside and outside 
monetary union will find that 
the problems thrown up by Mr 
Major will prove soluble. 

Government tempers were 
not improved by the discovery 
that two Tories had apparently 
failed to vote for the Govern- 
ment because they thought the 
division was at 10pm rather than 
the earlier time of 7pm. Asked 
if he and Sir Michael Marshall 
were the two late -comers, 
Michael Spicer MP said his 
absence from the division was 
“subject to an arrangement 
with the whips”. Sir Michael 
could not be contacted. ■ ' 


to get government 
aid in first year 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 


PC jailed for sex with girl, 15 


A policeman who had sex with 
a 15-year-old solvent abuser 
on the back seat of his patrol car 
after being told to drive her to 
hospital was jailed for 12 
months yesterday. 

Mr Justice Laws told PC 
Adam Grice- Roberts, 32, that 
he had been guilty of a “grave 
breach of trust" towards a girl 
he was supposed to be looking 


after. A jury at Preston Crown 
Court rejected the girl’s claims 
that the officer raped her. but 
he pleaded guilty to unlawful 
sexual intercourse. 

The court was told that the 
sex look place m Grice- 
Roberts’s Rover patrol car in the 
underground car park of Black- 
pool Central police station, af- 
ter he had been called to find 


the girl collapsed in an alleyway, 
sniffing butane gas. The judge 
told him: “It is of the greatest 
public interest that members of 
the public should be able (o trust 
police officers. That trust has 
been lamentably abused.” 
Grice-Roberts, of Hutton, 
near Preston, will serve his sen- • 
tence segregated from other 
prisoners for his own safely. 


The management buy-out 
teams which won control of two 
rail franchises yesterday will 
both receive more government 
subsidy for their first year of 
operation than was paid to BR 
this year. 

Enterprise Rail, which won 
control of the London. TUbuiy 
and Southend service, will get 
£29m in its first year compared 
with the £28m received during 
the current year, while Great 
Western Holdings, which won 
the contract to run Intercity ser- 
vices out of Paddington, will get 
£532in in its firs year compared 
with the £47.3m BR received. 

The level of subsidy will be 
reduced over time, partly be- 
cause Rail track is being made 
to reduce its track access. 

These increases contrast with 
the reduced level of subsidy to 
be paid to Stagecoach, the bus 
company which won control of 
South West Trains on TUesday. 

Both companies have ob- 
tained franchises of more than 
the seven year standard length 
on the promise of investment in 
new trains. Great Western 
Holdings, which has obtained a 
10 year franchise, has commit- . 
red itself to spending £8m- 
£10m to improve its high speed 
trains and will look at a num- 
ber of investment plans, in- 


cluding splitting its tram sets 
into two to improve flembfiity. 

If definite orders for new 
trains are not received within 
two years, the Office for Ifas- 
senger 'R^'ftandhisi^ will 
cut the term fo seven yesirs. 

Smilariy. Enterprise Rail has 
been given a 15 year franchise 
on condition it provides new 
trains by 1999 where the current 
raffing stock Boyer 30.yeara old. 

Chris Knchin-Smifii, the for- 
mer director , of the Him who 
heads the new company, refused 
to guarantee that there would 
be no cuts in , services ;'4tut 
promised ^thaL 95 per cent of 
current trains would still riiit- 
'■ Both companies admitted 


job cuts among staff were like- 
ly. IXS employs 770 people 
while Great Western has 2.90C 


while Great Western has 2.90C 
staff. New fares regulation 
imposed by . the franchising 
director mean that 80 per cent 
of UTS’s fares and 25 per cent 
of Great Western’s cannot be 
increased by more than the 
rate of inflation. 

Clare Short, Labour's trans- 
port spokeswoman, who has 
obtained a leaked copy of the 
UTS contract, said ^poorer ser- 
vices were likely to follow pri- 
vatisation! 1 because “services, 
can be out back from the.Tevei 
of initial agreements, feres can- 
not be reduced to atiracf more, 
customers and smatt aiatirwk K^'' 
be left to decline*. v 



CHRIS BLACKHURST and 
HEATHER MILLS 


Bottomley: 'Only bentficiary 
was the taxpayer* 


Virginia Bottomley. the Na- 
tional Heritage Secretary, yes- 
terday strenuously defended 
her decision not to dismiss 
Peter Davis, director-general of 
Oflot, over his accep tance of 
free flights from GTECH. one 
of the panners in Camelot.the 
company that runs the National 
Lottery. 

At the same time, it was an- 
nounced that Aim Rafferty QC 
Chairman of the Criminal Bar 
Association, would conduct the 
inquiry ordered by Mr Davis 


into allegations that GTECH 
tried to bribe Richard Branson, 
the Virgin owner, to persuade 
him to withdraw his rival bid to 
ran the lottery. 

Ms Rafferty was the Bar rep- 
resentative on the Royal Com- 
mission set up in the wake of the 
series of miscarriages of justice, 
including ibe Birmingham Six 
and the Guildford Four. She is 
highly regarded by her col- 
leagues who see her. as hand- 
working, thorough .and fair. 


Denis Howell, the former 
Sports. Minister; is to teMcan 
aroendmeotTo the Broadcast- 
hest nxmih ia ao at- 
ffeYenttdevTSkm 

[Erring at say In the 

jWtBthtiysfaow. 
The former Labour MP, now 
Lord Howefi of AstoaMacor, 
fo^esterday , 5 
revelation in the Independent 
that l^pert-Mtirdoch's Me** 
Corporation, which is investing 
£ 87 m at rugby table’s new Su- 
per League, will bate the righ t 
to intervene in the sport's trans- 
fer market. ' 

“No company ororganisaiiofl 
; a television channel 
be allowed To have any 

involvement in thegcnvmmeal 

of the game it 'televises,” Lord 
.yesterday. 



Gayhusbandhflling 


A woman has urged the public 
fohelptra^dbamttekiHeKof 
bier husband who bad been 
leading a secret double life as 
a homosexual. Father-of-two 
Davies^ 4ti, was found 
to death on Fensaxn 
Beach, Afcei^btorfh V&fcs, 
on Monday. He had fefodlo re- 
turn tohfc wife; Sheila* 37, at 
thekltonKkiUysfaet^Colv^-n 
Bay after visiting a sick relative 
the previous night.^' 


Pensioners’ poverty 


come, w 


e pensioners have 
iprag oh their tn- 
aas sot; prey only' 
to get iv. -acoord- 


has- published a report 
Just Abowc Coping showing 
"stork evidence” of 

have lower incomes than 

yotn^cihonsehoIds.Singlc re- 
tired adults on slate pensions 
have thelowestavera^ national 
income at £82 per week. Half 
of all pensioner households de- 
pend on the state for at least 75 
percenioftiidrfrieome. . 


Spy centre ban 

Mdses to a&jw employees at the 
Govermaenf s GCHQ spy cen- 
tre to belong lo an independent 
union or staff federation were 
announced by the Foreign Sec- 
retary, Malcolm Rifkind. It is 

refits! sis 


the' fel signi fi cant relaxing of 
rale&at theCheltenham elec- 
tronic eavesdropping centre 

since the union ban imposed in 

1984 under , the then prime 
minister, Margaret; Thatcher. 
But staff will o^bealkrwed to 
Jbfii a union or aaff federation 
consisting solely of GCHQ staff 
and will still be -baxtned from 
taking iridhstriai action or go- 
ing to an-fndusuial tribunal. 


Rules cm witnesses 


Moves to curb chequebook 
jcmnralism, p3rticularly pay- 
ments to witnesses in criminal 
cases, were promised by the 
Press Complaints Commission - 
chairman. Lord Wfrkehant The 
Tory ' for m er Cabinet minister 
told 4he Lords In a debate on 
the issue that he was proposing 
a new protocol to the seif-reg- 
nl atoiy Code of ftactice for 
ind magazines. 


West ^nightmare’ 

The hmendan Tbesd^ of mur- 
dered schoolgirl Heather West 
marked die end of a “terrible 
her brother, Steven 
test, 22, said, yesterday. 
Heather was the last of 10 vic- 


tims of her mother, Rosemary 
WssL 42, wiro is ^ now servingfife 


Wsst, 42,. wiki is ^ ^oow SHviqgfife 
for Ihe iirarder of Heather, 
who disappeared in 1987, and 
inne otirer you ng,women and 
girls, indndjng her stepdaugh- 
ter, Cbaniiaine, 8. 
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said to be sharp, witty and ah 
astute judge of character. 

Earing sustained questioning 
from Oppostion MPs, Mis Bot- 
tomley reiterated her assertion 
that Mr Davis had been “uh- 
wse" to a ccept the flights to 
view GTECH' s operations in 
the United States. . ■ 

Mis Bottomley repeated^ 
stressed that Mr Davis received 
no personal benefit from the 


abled him .to return to work in 
London earfier. 

. Mis Bottomley, ; jwho 1 was . 
making apreparedstaiemait to 
the ComtoonS oh;the .irahtri> , 
veisy,alra'aK«ared: to raften . 
aitiefehi of Mr Davfr for^ - 

i ; Bbtrid take TjTEQTs offer of 

- . m-.l. V . A ,■ 


in a 
bad ad- 

mftieef ‘-Mr 


sesab^ not (ml the 

FAC andbaffrttbf tolcf.theNa- 
tiohal the pabKc 


'thead- 


and.by judges who a^hnire her 
claritv. In court she is described 


only beneficiary was the- tax-- 


vice not fo use thqjet was onfy.. 


clarity. In court she is described 
as “in’risrve tough and quietly ef- 
fective”. Outside cif court she is 


talhy and also gained because 
the flights on a private jet en- 


y- Alan- ' wilQan^r.MR, . for. 
Swansea Vfest,^ who Inst raised 
...the frtefljghts wKh Mr Davis-. 
when theQfkichi^appoai^ 

' before the Commons : Pubfic 


■ ■ h i v w wv • > m T <y % . 

A Hjbfc&faanibr Mr 

birtralar 


' (fompleteaia ^the-hew? ytean^'. . 
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JASONBENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

The husband of a b uilding 
®xnety manageress was jailed 
for life yesterday for murdering 
ms wife after a jury rejected his 
story that the couple were vic- 
tor of a gang of armed robbers. 

Gordon WardeU, 42, had 
claimed that he had been 
drugged and gagged by crimi- 
nals for 16 hours during a raid. 

A jury at Oxford Crown 
Court unanimously rejected his 
story and decided he strangled 
his 39-year-old wife Carol last 
September and dumped her in 
a lay-by near Nuneaton, in 
Warwickshire. 

SentencmgWhrdell, Mr Jus- 
tice Cresswefisaid: “You are an 
extremely dangerous, evfl and 
devious man. You killed your 
wife in a brutal manner then 
cynically attempted to escape 
detection by going to elaborate 
lengths .to make it appear that 
your crime was the work of a 
gang of robbers. 

“This murder was an outr ag e 
lo your wife, her family , and to 
everybody who knew her.” 

There were gasps of “yes” 
from the public gallery and 
Mrs Wardell’s mother. Joan, 
burst into tears. WhrdelL a 6ft 
3 ins tall fitness fanatic, looked 
pale and shook his head. 

Before passing sentence the 
court was told of a previous con- 
viction when Wardcll, as a 17- 
year-old student, was jailed for 
four years for wounding with in- 
tent after indecently assaulting 
and slabbing the wife of his sci- 
ence master. 

The murder trial was told that 
WardeU staged a raid at the 
Nuneaton branch of the Wool- 
wich building society, stealing 
£14,000 and leaving one of his 


wife's sandals in the office in an 
attempt to cover his tracks. He 
bound and gagged himself at the 
couple's borne in Meriden. 
Warwickshire, where he was 
found by police. He told them 
a gang had kidnapped his wife, 
who was found suffocated. 

Carol Wardens mother, Joan 
Heslop, 67, welcomed the guilty 
verdict and said that her daugh- 
ter could now “rest in peace”. 
She said: “She loved life, lb 
have it taken away so tragical- 
ly in such a way was terrible.” 

Mrs Heslop said die had 
suspected her son-in-law since 
die. day after the funeral where 
. Whrdell had continued his cha- 
rade erf the grieving' widower. “It 
was just a mother’s feefing I sup- 
pose,” she said. 

Mis Warden's sister, Susan 
Field, 42, said: “Carol was the 
linchpin of the family. She kept 
us together because the fa 
meant everything to her.” 

Detective Superintendent 
Tbny Bayliss, who led the mur- 
der investigation, said that a mo- 
tive for the killing 'has never 
been fully established though 
one theory was that Wardel) was 
at risk of losing his job as an 
executive for a car pacts com- 
pany. “Inevitably it Jed to fi- 
nancial problems but I believe 
the murder was domestically 
oriented,” said Mr Bayliss. 

Carol Wferdell was described 
as devoted to her husband, 
whom she married in 1982. She 
was said to have concentrated 
on her career at the Woolwich 
after finding out she could not 
have chil dren. 

The court was told that 
Wbrdell had not had sex with his 
wife for six months before her 
death and the relationship wors- 
ened because, he had suffered 
a period of redundancy. 



Murder story: Gordon Warded with Carol on their wedding day; with his mother-in-law Joan Heslop at his wife's funeral; and on his way to jail 


Photographs: News Team 


‘Cold, calculating’ killer who 



camera; 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

It was an extraordinary murder, 
carried out by a man prepared 
to go to extraordinary lengths 
to hide Jus guilt. . . 

On two occasions Gordon 
WardeU publidy wept for his 
dead wife - first during an ap- 
peal on television to catch the 
“evil killers", and then again at 
her funeral. Yet as his tears fed 
and he talked of hfc terrible toss, 
he alone laicw what it felt like 
to strangle his wife and then 


dump her body on the roadside. 

During Wardell's trial the 
jury was told that there did not 
appear to be a single reason for 
me murder - money and the 
breakdown of their relationship 
seemed the most likely expla- 
nations. But whatever the mo- 
tivation, WardeU, who was 
considered a “thinker", must 
have pondered for many hours 
over the plot. 

*; Tbe^xrbcewere first alerted 
on 12 September last year when 
the body of Carol Wirdell, 39, • 
was discovered at a lav-by on the 


A444 near Nuneaton, War- 
wickshire. When detectives ar- 
rived at her home in Meriden, 
(hey found her semi-naked hus- 
band bound and gagged. He told 
them that he had arrived home 
the previous evening to find a 
gang of five men. one of whom 
was wearing a down's mask, 
holding his wife at knifepoint 
He claimed that a rag with an 
“aaxT smell was placed over his 
mouth and knocked him out for 
about 10 hours. While he was . 
unconscious the gang was sup- 
posed to have taken Mis TtordeU 


to the Nuneaton branch of the 
Woolwich Building Society 
where she worked, and stolen 
about £14.000. She was then 
killed and her body abandoned. 

Four days later a frail and 
gaunt-lookmg WardeU. sealed in 
a wheelchair, spoke at a police 
press conference. Weeping be- 
fore the cameras he said Carol's 
killers were “totally evil” and 
that he had “lost everything". 
The police said he was receiv- 
ing stress counselling for his or- 
deal. He went on to lake part in 
a police reconstruction. 


Later he was to lead 200 
mourners and comfort Carol's 
mother, Joan Heslop, who col- 
lapsed in tears after placing a red 
rose on her daughter's coffin. 

But although WardeU must 
have thought his performance 
had convinced everyone of his 
innocence the police had a very 
different view. 

They believe that he suffo- 
cated and strangled his wife at 
home before driving to the 
building society and looting 
the safe" using her security code 
and keys. He then dumped her 


body. Finally he returned home 
and beat himself in the stomach 
before gagging himself with a 
ripped sheet from his garage 
and tying his hands and legs to 


a rubbish bin. 

The police were suspicious of 
his story that a gang of hardened 
criminals who were willing to kill 
for money chose to lake just 
£ 14,000 from a rural building so- 
ciety branch, and leave other 
valuables at the WardeU';* home. 

Knot experts proved that he 
could have tied and gagged 
himself and anaesthetics sa id it 


would have been almost im- 
possible for him lo have been 
unconscious for 10 hours - he 
would have been knocked out 
for only a few minutes, they said. 

Another key piece of evi- 
dence that helped convict 
WardeU was the post-mortem 
examination. The court was 
told that scientific examination 
of Mrs Wardcll showed it would 
have been impi'ssible for her to 
have been alive at lOpm when 
Wardcll said he arrived home. 

It was also told that despite 
Wardelf's claims that he had 


smelled smoke at his home 
forensic tests revealed no ciga- 
rette ash or smoke in the house 
and no sign of glove or hand 
prims from the gang. 

At the trial Richard Wafcer- 
lev QC. prosecuting, said: "He 
made mistakes. He tried to he 
too clever. Maybe he over- 
looked the scientific evidence 
the police could bring to bear." 

Later Detective Superinten- 
dent Tony Bayliss. who led 
the investigation, described 
Wardcll as a " cool. cold, calcu- 
lating" person. 


Lottery funds help gallery 
buy masterpiece for £ 16 m 


JOHN McKlE 

The National GaUeryyesicnday 
announced that it has bought 
Georges Seurat's classic paint- . 
ing The Channel of Gravehncs 
for around £26m, half of winch 
has come from National Lottery 
funds. The French Post-Im- 
pressionist masterpiece fetched 
£6m when it was sold abroad in 
1986. 

The National Gallery last 
night defended the decision to 
use £2. 7m of Heritage Lottery 
Fund money over the next three 
years for the purchase. John 
Leighton, the gallery's curator 
of 19 th eer.furv paintings, said: 
“There hasn't been a major 
work by Seurat to appear at auc- 
tion since 1970 and this is a wwrk 
that would be much sought af- 
ter by most art dealers. 

-The British public now owns 
the painting and it’s there for 
them to see for ever and ever. 
We don't sell." 

The piece will hang alongside 
sMm other pieces by Seurat and 
Van Gogh's Sunflowers in the 
National Gallery s most popu- 
lar section. It is the first major 
work bought by the Nauomti 
Galierv since the early J9SUS 
and inaddition to lottery funds, 



Classic image: Georges Seurat's Post-Impressionist ‘The Channel of Gravelines' 


was paid for by the gallery and 
other donations. 

It is intended that the Seurat 
will stay in Britain, mainly at the 
National Gallery in Trafalgar 
Square, but it will also visit three 
other public galleries, starting 


in Glasgow. The painting was on 
a five-year Joan to the Nation- 
al Gallery from Heinz Berggru- 
en's private collection, which 
was due to expire next year. 

Mr Leighton also countered 
accusations that the gallery had 


paid too much for the painting, 
given its derision not to enter 
the 1986 sale “I am sure they 
tried to buy at that time hut it's 
important to remember that was 
before the an market had tak- 
en off.” 


UK scientists claim brea 
cancer sene breakthrou 



CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

British scientists hope that their 
discovery of a second gene for 
breast cancer, announced yes- 
terday. may lead to treatments 
for the disease which kills 
16,000 women a year in the UK. 

The team, funded by the 
Cancer Research Campaign, 
won a three-way international 
race lo find the gene, code- 
named BRCA2. 

Few cases of breast cancer arc 
inherited; about 95 per cent 
appear to be “sporadic". Bui by 
analysing genetic differences 
in the cases which do run in fam- 
ilies. researchers hope to cast 
light on non-inherited cases. 

Although the newlv-discov- 
ered gene is extremely rare, and 
thought to cause only 2 per cent 
of ail breast cancer cases, 
researchers think that it may 
play a key role in allowing the 
disease lo progress. 

By understanding bow it 
works, they might be able to de- 
velop treatments for any form 
of breast cancer. 

They discounted the sug- 
gestion their work might lead to 
people choosing abortions 
based on genetic testing of foe- 
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Mike Stratton: Led the research PhatographtPeter Macdiarmid 


luxes, if i hey were earning the 
gene. ‘‘Some women in families 
with this gene decide that they 
don’t want to be tested to see 
if they have it," said Mike Strat- 
ton, who led the team at the In- 
stitute or Cancer Research. 
“Pre-natal tests would need 
very careful consideration." 

The first breast cancer gene. 
BRCA1. was discovered by an 
American team at Utah Uni- 
versity in 1994 after four years 
work. The same team, and an- 
other in Texas, were also trying 
to pinpoint the second gene. 

BRCAl and BRCA2 were 


tracked down by analysing 
genes from families with a his- 
tory of breast cancer in female 
relatives. BRC.A2 is particu- 
lar!)' associated with early on- 
set of the disease - one woman 
in the sample developed breast 
cancer at 19 - and only with 
breast cancer. BRCAl is also as- 
sociated with an inherited ten- 
dency to gel ovarian, prostate 
and colon cancer. 

While BRCAl accounts for 
almost half the l.UOO-plus 
known breast cancer families in 
the UK. BRC.A2 is likely to be 
responsible for a third. It is also 


thought to play a key role in 
breast cancer in men in these 
families: IflO men die of the dis- 
ease in the UK annually. 

BRCA2's importance has led 
researchers to think it plays a 
key role in the development of 
breast cancer. "The BRCA2 
gene has a fault which means 
that the protein it makes lacks 
function. It's like the brakes on 
a car not working." said Mike 
Stratton, of the Institute of 
Cancer Research, who led the 
team tracking down the gene. 
“Thai may mean it cannot stop 
cells replicating, allowing them 
to form a tumour." 

The team now wants to m to 
find out what role the protein 
made by the gene plan's. “By 
finding ihaL we may be able to 
find the drug strategies that will 
allow u«- to treat the cancer." 
said Dr Stratton. 

However, screening every- 
body for the gene would be vir- 
tually impossible, he said. 

The Cancer Research Cam- 
paign has filed a preliminary 
patent covering its research on 
the gene. Diagnostic tests for 
BRCAl must pay royalties to 
Myriad Genetics, a company set 
up by the .American scientists 
who discovered and patented it. 


Cellnet and Vodafone think Saturday should be peak rate on their business tariffs, 
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‘Satan’s burglar’ is jailed for 27 years 


A burglar (mown os Lucifer who 
preyed on wealthy household- 
ers and was branded the most 
dangerous robber in Britain 
“wicked and callous'* 
^unpaign of terror, was jailed 
for 27 years yesterday. 

Keith Bramble. 36. who 
boasted that he was protected 
by Satan and could never be 
canght, has received the longest 
term of imprisonment ever 
passed in Britain for domestic 
break-ins. 

At Middlesex Guildhall 
Crown Court Judge Derek 
Clarkson told Bramble, who po- 


lice estimated made £Im in 100 
robberies over 10 years, he had 
enjoyed frightening his victims. 

“it is a sorry feature of this 
case that inspiring terror seems 
to have had an appeal to Kei- 
th Bramble. . . [he j gloried in the 
effect that he could produce in 
the wave of terror”. 

Domestic hurglaries were 
much more serious than raids 
on banks or building societies 
- institutions prepared for such 
crimes, he said. “Residents in 
their own homes arc taken 
completely by surprise and. 
with the use or threat of per- 


sonal violence, they are forced 
to part with their money and 
their rings. . - taken from their 
hands." 

Judge Clarkson said too 
many courts looked "with a cer- 
tain intellectual detachment" on 
crimes committed in Britain 
without taking into account the 
effect on the victims. “The pub- 
lic expecL . . judges to take into 
account the effect of crimes of 
this son on people who are at- 
tacked in their own dwellings, 
where they should feel always 
at ease and secure." 

After being told by Detective 


Inspector John Shalford, who 
led the hunt for Bramble, that 
his victims had been left “dev- 
astated", unable to sleep prop- 
erly. paranoid about security 
and frightened to be alone, the 
judge said he had been struck 
by the way Bramble, 6ft 4in, had 
strolled “indifferently" around 
his victims' houses, taking what 
he wanted and causing “shock, 
torment and horror”. 

He said the punishment 
should “act as a deterrent. . . 
against such serious crimes". He 
would be invoking special sen- 
tencing powers available under 


the Criminal Justice Act to im- 
pose a jail term SO per cent 
longer than he would otherwise 
have passed 

He sentenced Bramble to 
concurrent terms of 21, 22 and 
27 years for three robberies and 
six months concurrently for as- 
saulting a prison officer with in- 
tent to resist arrest. 

Anthony Gabbidon, 31, who 
accompanied Bramble on the 
last raid, was jailed for 16 yearn 
for the raid, and 12 months con- 
secutively for wounding an ar- 
resting police officer with intent. 

Det Insp Shatford said after 


the hearing: “This is a very good 
result This is the longest jail 
sentence ever imposed for 
domestic break-ins/’ 

He said Bramble, who 
dressed in blade, wore a “high- 
wayman’s mask” and aimed 
himself with an arsenal of 
weapons, including crowbars, 
knives and a screwdriver, had 
carried out “a campaign of un- 
mitigated terror”. Bramble, he 
said, liked his victims to be in 
so he could “relish their fear* 
and feed his addiction for in- 
flicting “maximum terror”. 

TVt In.cn Shfltfnrd hsH told 


the judge that Bramble, of no 
fixed address, bad targeted 
homes in up-market areas such 
as Bishops Avenue, Hamp- 
stead, north Lot don. Many of 
his victims turned their homes 
into “fortresses” or moved out 
altogether. 

“They will never recover 
from it,“ Det Insp Shatford 
said. *T have spoken to them ail 
and they are totally devastated 
. . . they do not feel safe in their 
own homes any more. Night- 
mares are a fieqpenl occurrence 
and they actually had flashbacks 
... of what happened." 



Bramble; Record jail term 
for domestic burglaries 


Animal hospital works to save the eyes of a tiger 



Tiger feat: Veterinarians at an animal hospital In Otario, Canada, perform cataract surgery yesterday on Nogi, a seven-month-old tiger who 
has been blind since With. Veterinary students peer through the operating room window Photograph: Peter Powei/AP 


Bormann book ‘a fairy 
story’, say Churchills 


STEVE BOGGAN 

A book which cl aims that Mar- 
tin Bormann, Hitler's deputy, 
was snatched from Germany 
and settled in England by 
Winston Churchill has been 
awarded a £500,000 advance by 
one of Britain's biggest 
publishing houses. 

Simon & Schuster believes it 
has landed one of the greatest 
publishing* coups of the decade, 
but historians and members of 
the Chm chill family yesterday 
described the account as “a fairy 

story”. 

The book, to be published 
next September, is being ghost- 
written by Duff Hart-Davis, 
the ghost-writer of a string of 
successful books including, 
roost recently, The One Thai Got 
Away , the rival to Andy 
McNab's blockbuster Bravo 
Two Zero about the activities of 
theSAS. 

It is being drawn from the 
account of a mystery intelligence 

nffiraer, calling himself Christo 

pber Crichton, who claims that 
he and Ian Fleming, author of 
the James Bond novels, led a 
team of 150 British c ommand os 
charged by Churchill with res- 
cuing Bormann from Berlin in 
the last days of the war and 
brin ging him to Britain. 

Bormann, the store goes, 
had access to billions of pounds 
stolen from occupied countries 
and only he could authorise its 
release from Swiss bank 
accounts so the Allies could 
return it to its rightful owners. 
In return, the Nazi was given a 
false identity and settled in a vil- 
lage in the Home Counties 
with a Danish mistress by whom 
he fathered a d augh ter. 

According to the Crichton 
account. Bormann, who was 
sentenced to death in absentia 
at the Nuremberg trials, died six 
years ago and is buried near the 
unnamed village in an 
unmarked grave. 

Mr Hart-Davis said he was 
sceptical when first approached 
to ghost-write the book, but he 
is now convinced Crichton's 
account is true. “We are 
expecting a lot of criticism and 



Top Nazis: Hitler with his deputy, Martin Bormann (left) 


disbelief - well, you would 
when you rewrite 50 years of his- 
tory," he said. “I have seen a lot 
of the evidence and it's com- 
pelling,” 

That evidence is said to in- 
clude letters from Winston 
Churchill to Crichton dated 
1956, turning down the latter’s 
request for permission to write 
his account then. 

However, Mr Hart-Davis 
said he remains baffled by the 
fact that none of the 150 com- 
mandos has ever come forward 
to discuss the mission (he esti- 
mates there are 30 left) and by 
the fact that Fleming never 
mentioned it to any of his fam- 
ily or friends. 

Historians are already 
gunning for the new account, 
which attempts to refute the 
officially accepted view that 
Bormann died in Berlin. 
Remains found at the spot 
where he was supposed to have 
died have been authenticated as 
his, although arguments still 
rage. 

“The idea that Churchill 
should authorise such a pre- 
posterous operation simply beg- 
gars belief," said Richard 
Overy, Professor of Modern 
History at Kong’s College. Lon- 
don. “I cannot believe Churchill 
would have risked aBenating our 
allies by secretly protecting 
someone as senior as Bor mann 
while every effort was being 


made to apprehend other war 
criminals. 

“I would be the most sur- 
prised historian in Britain if this 
turned out to be true. It would 
be impossible in the chaos of the 
dosing days of the war to know 
where Bormann was, let alone 
bank on getting to him.” 

Winston Churchill MP, the 
wartime prime minister's grand- 
son, said: “It's just a fairy tale. 
A few years ago, Martin Bor- 
mann was found alive and well 
in the Congo. 1 regularly get let- 
ters from a man in Newhaven 
who sees Dr Josef Mengele in 
his local cafe. 

“Have any of these so-called 
commandos come forward? 
No. And there are hundreds of 
thousands of letters with my 
grandfather’s signature on. I got 
told off by Sotheby's a few 
years ago because it turned out 
I had been authenticating his 
signature on letters which had 
actually been made from a 
stamp/' 

Despite the scepticism. Nick 
Webb, managing director of 
Simon & Schuster, believes he 
mil get bis money's worth. 

“Other publishers turned the 
book down, but they did not see 
what we have seen,” he said. 
“We have checked out the 
evidence and it stands up well. 
We know there will be doubters, 
but all we can say is wait and 
see” 


Solicitor ‘milked £7m from relatives of dead’ 



A solicitor who headed one of 
the biggest taw firms in the 
South-east was jailed for 10 
years yesterday for stealing 
more than £5m from the estates 
of dead clients. 

Graham Dumford Ford. 52, 
of Buttle. East Sussex, had ad- 
mitted 10 specimen theft 
charges, during the original 
hearing in October at Maid- 
stone Crown Court. His former 
junior partner, William Bcw, of 
Cirencester. Gloucestershire, 
received a 15-month suspend- 
ed sentence after being found 
guilty of four counts of fur- 
nishing false information. 

Dumford Ford, who was de- 
scribed as a tyrant by his senior 
partners, headed a law firm 
based in Hastings, East Sussex. 
There were other branches in 
Battle. Bexhill. Eastbourne. 
Hail sham, Pole gate. Rye, and 
Sea ford, and the company also 
had offices in Ashford. Kent, 
and London. 

The court was told that be- 
tween 1989 and 1992, funds 


awaiting distribution from the 
estates of the deceased were 
plundered. Timothy Barnes 
QC. for the prosecution, said it 
was not in the public interest to 
divulge the exact amount stolen. 
But nc added’ “The extent of 
the losses is not less than £5m." 

Global losses paid out by the 
Law Society in compensation to- 
talled £S.7rn. the court was told 
Other former directors now 
hare to pay 50 per cent of their 
salary over £16.000. plus any 
windfall payments to the Law 
Society. Contributions by solic- 
itors up and down the country 
to the Law Society compensa- 
tion fond have also increased. 

Mr Barnes said that although 
most estates were simple. Ford 
had taken an excessive amount 
of time to release assets. 

He told the jury this was be- 
cause the assets were rapidly 
turned into cash and trans- 
ferred into the firm’s account us- 
ing interim bills. These hills were 
never sent to clients, instead 
they were shredded and the ir- 


regularities were only noticed 
when the practice collapsed in 
May 1992. Copies remained in 
the company's accounts. 

Fees charged were also ex- 
cessive. said Mr Barnes, some- 
times eight times the going 
rate. This meant that when 
money was forthcoming from a 
a deceased person’s estate the 
amount was substantially small- 
er than it should have been. 

One estate of £33.800 was re- 
duced by Dumford Ford to 
just £530. Another fell from 
£62.000 to just £9.200. and a be- 
quest of around £140.000 to the 
Guide Dogb Association was re- 
duced to £13.500. 

The court was also told that 
Ford used the office bank ac- 
count almost as his own per- 
sonal funds. During four years 
of fraud he look almost 
£S70,000 for personal use - 
"providing him with “a very 
good living indeed". 

He was first confronted with 
the allegations, when two col- 
leagues became suspicious over 


excess billing. Following Dura- 
ford Ford’s arrest by the serious 
fraud office, his law firm col- 
lapsed with the loss of 230 jobs. 

Passing sentence. Judge 
David Croft said Ford had 
bought shame on his profession. 
“First it could be said you were 
cheating the dead. Likewise 
grieving relatives, and you put 
the executors in an intolerable 
position while the stress on 
families hardly bears thinkiog 
about 

“Your dishonesty and lying 
didn't stop there -other victims 
were your partners, some of 
them old friends, and their 
families. At no stage have I iden- 
tified any remorse at what you 
have done." 

Before sentencing Bew, 
Judge Croft said he had “nev- 
er seen a more reluctant man 
of dishonesty". 

He said Bew had been “bam- 
boozled" into getting into trou- 
ble. “You were exposed to one 
of the most devious conmen IVe 
come across." 


British Psychological Society: Scientists cast doubt on attempts to cut fraud and reveal sci-fi cuit fans’ secrets 

Photo-cards lose credit Trekkies declared human 


.Attempts to cut enrdii card 
fraud with photo-cards are 
probably a waste of money, ac- 
cording 10 the first study to 
analvse their effectiveness. 

In a controlled experiment at 
a London supermarket more 
than 50 per cent of fraudulent 
cards were aceepied. 

Richard Kemp, from the de- 
partment of psychology at West- 
minster University, told the 
BPS conference that trying to 
match a photo to a strangers 
f:icc was "too difficult'*. In non 
experimental situations the 
detcctiou of fraud would be 
Lien lower, he added. 


Dr Kemp's learn look over a 
supermarket staffed by six reg- 
ular cashiers who were warned 
to be on ibe look-run for fraud- 
ulent cards. A group of 44 stu- 
dents acted as “shoppers” 
armed with four photo credit 
cards: one as the student 
looked, one with cosmetic 
changes, and two fraudulent 
cards of someone who resem- 
bled the student and one of 
someone totally different. 

Overall more than half of 
fraudulent cards were accepted: 
including M per cent of the 
cards hearing a photo of some- 
one who looked similar to the 


student, and 35 per cent of 
fraudulent cards with photos 
that looked different Fourteen 
per cent of the valid cards were 
also rejected. 

Credit card photographs are 
already offered by some banks 
and building societies who daim 
a reduction in fraud as a result. 

The findings of the study 
cast doubt on this, said Dr 
Nicky Towell, one of the re- 
searchers. “There is a widely 
held assumption that photo 
credit cards arc a cheap and ef- 
fective way of stopping fraud. 
But this is not the case." she 
said. 


One in ten “Trekkies" - fans of 
the cult television series Star 
Trek -are addicted to the show 
and develop withdrawal symp- 
toms when their access in film 
or videos is restricted. 

A Sud>* of 25t) Trekkies by Dr 
Sandy Wilson and Dr lan Inglis 
of Northumbria University re- 
vealed that a small proportion of 
fans showed this obsessive trail, 
and developed anxiety and stress 
symptoms if deprived of regular 
viewing. 

However, the majority of 
fans were healthy, happy indi- 
viduals - perhaps a little on the 
shy side - who derived enor- 


mous enjoyment and wide so- 
cial contact through their in- 
terest in Star Trek. “They are not 
lonely, inadequate people who 
are drifting in a nether world of 
Star Trek which is the common 
stereotype. They are the same 
as any other fan of opera, wine 
or music,” Dr Inglis said. 

More than halfof Trekkies in 
the study were married, a quar- 
ter had degrees and 53 per cent 
were women. Their age ranged 
from 7 to 69 and they came from 
every occupational and educa- 
tional background- 

Many said they were inspired 
to study sriecce by wat ching Sta r 


7rsfcasachfld. Others said they 
drew inspiration from the pro- 
gramme in times of trouble. 

Dr Inglis said that the phi- 
losophy of the eaxty 51or se- 

ries -of a harmonious universe 
free of racism and sexism — ap- 
pealed to many fans. “These 
were radical ideas explored and 
developed by the series in the 
Sixties,” he added. 

However. Star Trek, The New 
Generation was now surpassing 
the original in popularity. “The 
optimism of these films may be 
providing an antidote to the 
bleakness of the Eighties and 
Nineties," he said. 


Ofwat calls for 
drought order 
cash penalties 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The water industry could be hit 
with a massive bill for com- 
pensating customers at times of 
drought if proposals from the 
watchdog, Ofwat go ahead. 

Under the plan, water com- 
panies may in future have to pay 
£10 per day up to a limit of £100 
to households affected by stand- 
pipes or rota cuts. Customers 
experiencing problems because 
of a drop in water pressure 
would be entitled to £25 in a giv- 
en year and businesses would be 
allowed to daim against losses 
caused by a Drought Order. 

Ofwar's director-general, Ian 
Byatt, stops short of suggesting 
compensation for hosepipe re- 
strictions but says that those 
paying for water through use of 
a meter should be the last to be 
subject to any ban. Millions of 
people have experienced 
hosepipe bans since the summer 
months and in many areas the 
restrictions are still in place. 

The move was given only a 
guarded welcome by consumer 
groups, with Ofwal’s Customer 
Council calling again for retro- 
spective help for those who 
have suffered in 1995. Jim 
Gardner, council chairman said: 
“Any changes that are made to 
strengthen the statutory rights 
of customers will come too late 
to help those customers who 
have suffered this year. They 
must not be forgotten." 

The National Consumer 
Council argued that the £10 dai- 
ly compensation should not be 
time limited to 10 days in a year, 
dismissing as “very weak” 
O fwat’s view that it does not 


want so harsh a penalty as to 
“bankrupt" the firms. 

Robin Simpson, deputy di- 
rector of the NCC, said: “If this 
is such a rare event as the wa- 
ter companies say it is, then 
what have they to fear from an 
indefinite scheme? If it is such 
a danger fto their finances} 
then there must indeed be a se- 
rious risk and we should be 
telling the public.’’ 

Ofwa/s proposals are part of 
a consultation document con- 
taining recommendations for 
the Secretaries of State for the 
Environment and for Wales, 
who would have to implement 
the changes in law. 

The watchdog said that the 
figure of£l00 chosen as the lim- 
it for rota cuts and standpipes 
is roughly equivalent to the 
water-related part of the aver- 
age water and sewage bill. A 
spokeswoman said, however 
that opinions were being sought 
on the level of compensation, in- 
cluding whether bigger com- 
panies should have to pay more. 

She said Ofwat still wanted 
companies to volunteer redress 
for people who have had prob- 
lems this year, but pointed out 
that there is at present no legal 
requirement for them to do so. 
Omy a a few of the companies 
including Thames and Wessex! 
have taken any action so far. 

Frank Dobson, shadow En- 
vironment Secretary, accu sed 
the watchdog of taking th e 
wrong approach, saying that Mr 

Byatt should be putting pressure 

on the companies to cut leaks 
from the pipe system - a major 
cause of this year's difficulties 
- rather than seeking compen- 
sation when problems occur. 
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Beating motorway madness: Psychologist launches n ew drive at seivlce stations to pror note calm^et 

to combat road rage 

, fhA marts." he said, H 
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LOUISE JURY 

Albert Roux, the chef and 
newly -appointed consultant for 
motorway service station food, 
was supposed to be testing 
trimm pies when he found him- 
self on the psychologist’s couch. 

“Stress is a matter of the 
mind,” he told psychologist 

Conrad King, helpfully, as they 
sal alongside the coffee machine 
at South Mxnuns service station 
on the M25 at Potters Bar. “If 
you're in traffic, never get ex- 
asperated, never be rude. Just 
be eelm, otherwise you're con- 
suming energy for nothing.” 

Informed that the RAC was 
advis ing motorists on “road 
rage", the flamboyant Bench 
chef was more than willing to 
iota in. Somewhere along the 

1- _ I rtiat th» 


menace of anger on the roads. 
He was at the service station to 
help motorists understand their 

. . ... i i 
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riming forward until Mr Roux 

stopped by. . ' , 

Mr King did not mmd as long 
as the message got across: 
Trustration or stress in thecar 
is not dangerous. What’s dan- 
gerous is what you do with it.” 
Shouting and swearing in the 
confines of a vehicle only affects 

the driver. Offensive gestures to 

others sets off a chain reaction 
that can end in violence. 


/ 


Hot seat: The chef Albert Roux, left, on the psychologist’s couch with Conrad King at South Minims service station 


Photograph: John Vbos 
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person receiving the benefit of 
his wisdom was the man sup- 
posed to be dispensing it- 
Mr King is an expert on the 


psychologist was at South 
Mmnns.Tbdayhewill be at ser- 
vices on the M3 at Fleet, in 
Hampshire, and tomorrow at 
Bizchanger Green on the Mil 
in Essex. 

Brian Perkins, a 60-year-old 
lecturer and marketing consul-, 
tant from Cheshire, thought it 
an excellent idea. Tve had 
some pretty harrowing experi- 


ences on the roads," he said. He 

considered himself “relative- 
ly” placid, but certain antics in- 
furiated him. Other drivers 
queue-jumping when he was 
waiting, for example, ^fou f>et 
angry at people becoming m- 
discmtined and you become in- 
disciplined." Mr King told him 
to concentrate on relaxing. 

The advice was too late for 

Richard Sullivan, 34, from Ar- 
nntage, Staffordshire. He had 

an accident yesterday and, bear- 
ing about the counselling ses- 
sion, popped ta for a few words. 
“I was with him for about 35 
minutes,” Mr King said. “His 
car was written off and he was 
feeling land of numb and want- 
ed to talk to someone about it/’ 
Edmund King, the psychol- 
ogist's brother and the RAC’s 
head of campaigns, said Christ- 
mas was a stressful time. fWte 
do not want stress spilling out 
on to the roads. Thke time to re- 
lax and slow down.” 


MPs attack 
CSAover 
40 per cent 
error rate 



CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Social Security ministers and 
officials at the’ troubled Child 
Support Agency were slated 
by a powerful group of MPs 
yesterday for making too 
many mistakes in maintenance 
assessments. 

Members of the Commons 
Public Accounts Committee, 
which is dominated by lories, 
said they were “gravely dis- 
turbed" that four in 10 de- 
mands issued in the agency’s 
first year were riddled with 
errors. In a hostile report, the 
committee “severely criticises" 
the agency and the Department 
of Social Security for “allowing 
this slate of affairs to arise". 

MPs said they were “con- 
cerned" that the agency had set 
a target of only 75 per cent 
accuracy this rear, implying an 
error rate of one ta four. 

Despite warnings from the 
agency's chief executive. Ann 
Chant, that it may be impossi- 
ble to secure a 100-per-cent 
accuracy rate, owing to diffi- 
culties in applying the financial 
formula to assess money owed 
by absent parents, the commit- 
tee warns: "Achieving accuracy 
ta maintenance assessments is 
essentia] if the agency is to pro- 
vide a fair and efficient service 
in the interests of children." 

After repeated claims that fa- 
thers were being hit with unfair 
demands and suffering enor- 
mous financial strain. Peter 
Lilley. the Secretary of Slate for 
Social Security, made changes 
to the agency's operations, in- 
cluding a cap on maintenance 
payments, an appeals system 
and taking more account of fa- 
thers haring remarried and 
supporting second families. 


Mr Lilley was implicitly crit- 
icised by MPS for not haring act- 
ed sooner. His officials, the 
committee said, ought to have 
established at an earlier stage 
the financial and management 
information required by the 
agency. Officials told the com- 
mittee that setting up the 
agency was a “high-risk strate- 
gy” involving new policy, new 
staff and an untried computer 
system. 

Particular criticism is re- 
served for the way in which the 
first CSA chief executive, Ros 
Hepplewhite, was allowed to 
resign with six months’ salary 
after a period ta which man- 
agement targets were missed, 
and 40 per cent of assessments 
contained errors. The agency 

was also criticised for its inability 

to provide an estimate of the 
amount of maintenance that 
was not collectable. 

MPs noted that the Depart- 
ment is to issue a report on what 
went wrong and on lessons to 
be learnt; they called for this to 
be produced urgently. 

The report concludes that ac- 
count should be taken of the 
risks run in new projects and it 
looks to the agency to "contin- 
ue to show improved results". 

Andy Rtrquarson of the Net- 
work Against the Child Support 
Agency, a pressure group of 
mothers and fathers, said the 
report confirmed what they 
had been saying all along, that 
“the generalpublic has bemi de- 
frauded by this Government". 

Mr Farquarson said: “This is 
a damning report which vindi- 
cates our criticisms of the CSA, 
that it is bureaucratic, inflexible, 
inefficient and docs not take 
into account individual cir- 
cumstances of fathers, mothers 
and children.” 


DAILY POEM 

Judith with the Head of Holofemes 

By Antony Dunn 

Judith caruiot wait for the invention 
of the camera. Rising for the umpteenth 
xulpture this week, the chinkmg of chisels 
bringing on a migraine, and that mi paint 
in the carpet nagging at her tired eye. 
she is fast losing her fabled paaencc. 

Besides, she feds daft standing for sculptont 
and painters with her ammunition Vouch 
of lipstick, perfume and blade m one hand 
and a big pineapple in the other 
the head of Holofemes issmkmg 
on a stake above the city s proud walls 

while the whale paparazd of artists^ 
drools shamcless^-tr flesh quick and dead. 

Vie papers will insist on calling her 
the Black Widow, and their readers, of course, 
don 't want to hear that God has ban involved - 
always sure to spoil the human angle. 

Hard to look triumphant when her triumph 
is so misunderstood. Best to daydream, 
not interpreting pictures of herself 
chained to ndlmgs. or thrmmg herbo^ 
beneath Hebucliadnszar shotse. Panence 
Give them breasts and tilths for new. God later. 

John Heath-Stubbs, Andrew Motion and Giyn Maxwell have 
been among its recipients. 
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Close to 
perfection. 



Thiok hew close .45 razor sharp -blades rotating fnsWft. wee. 
floating heads can shave you. . Now you’re *he 

VPhilishavo, with its unique *Uft and .Cut- acpou and ; 
Microgroow shaving heads. Nothing ctfates dfew*. 86 

confident you’ll be happy with vour Philips product* yre .a 
60 day satisfaction guarantee! If Cor any reason you don’t like 
It we’ll refund your money, no questions wired. If you. have apy . .- 
questions on this or any. other Philips Product, or need advice on. 
baying presents, call the Philips glfdiae on 0171436 ^0? 
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It wasn’t on TV. It didn’t fill a stadium. 
But if you were looking for better ways to 
manage an information system* it was probably 
the most important event of the year. 

The Enterprise Management Summit is an 
annual head to head between the industry’s 
top systems management software vendors. 
The idea? To prove whose software can best 
handle the sort of problems you face eveiy day. 
Not a competition for the faint hearted. 

In front of an audience of systems 
management professionals and a panel of 
independent judges, each vendor has to solve 
15 customer derived network problems in just 
90 minutes. 


At October’s summit, the hands down 
winner was IBM System View. Just as it was 
the year before. 

Each of the products in the competition 
had to go up against the most grue llin g 
client/server scenarios that the independent 
experts could conjure up: network congestion, 
disconnected users, endless mail loops and 
many other disasters you confront - or guard 
against - every day. 

And in test after test, IBM SystemView led 
the pack. Exactly what you’d expect from a 
company with 25 years of experience in systems 
management 

If SystemView could perform at such a 




high level in the treacherous conditions dreamed 
up by these industry experts, just think how : 
it would perform in your company’s network 


environment 


Or better yet, find out exactly. Call Sam 
Vaughan on 01705 498151 or visit our web site at 
http ^/www jraleigh.ibm.com/ s vd/ s vhome.btmi 
for more information. . v - \ 

Because if you pick the i^ht sOftWar^j v 
the real winner is you. ' / . u , .. . •VV - U' 




Solution sTor a small planet 






















Special protection: Oystercatchers feeding on the incoming tide of the Mersey estuary, which supports a high number of waders and waterfowl and was designated yesterday as a bird conservation area Photograph: Craig Eastern 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

One of Britain's most pollnted 
and industrialised estuaries was 
yesterday designated as a bird 
conservation area, protected 
by international laws. 

The Department of the 


Environment decreed that the 
Mersey estuary was now a Spe- 
cial Protection Area for Birds 
(SPA), under the European 
Union’s birds directive, and a 
Wetland of International Im- 
portance under the Rams ar 
Convention, an international 
habitat conservation treaty. 


Twenty square miles of ship- 
ping channels, mudflats and 
saltmarshes are covered by the 
designation. Development can 
only happen here it the Gov- 
ernment can show there is a 
strong national need for it 
ftofhition levels in the Mersey 
have been falling for a decade 


as raw sewage outfalls have 
been closed and chemical and 
other industries have reduced 
their toxic discharges. 

Despite the abuse, it has al- 
ways managed to support high 
□umbers of waders and water- 
fowl especially in winter. About 
80,000 birds use it at this time 


of year, including one-sixth of 
all the pintails living in Britain. 

The Mersey was one of the 
first British estuaries to be pro- 
posed for international desig- 
nation. The Government has 
taken so long to act partly be- 
cause of local fears that the 
habitat protection would frus- 


trate economic development. 
Designation seemed incompat- 
ible with earlier plans to build a 
runway at Liverpool .Airport into 
the estuary and to construct a 
tidal barrage across the river 
mouth mouth. Both these pro- 
jects have been shelved. 

There are now ] 13 SPAs for 


birds, and the Government has 
promised to declare 20 a year. 

Conservationists were de- 
lighted, but they arc also ap- 
palled that the Government 
intends to allow oil and gas ex- 
ploration in two other estuar- 
ies in the north-west which have 
SPA and Ramsar status. 


Philip RothweU. head of pol- 
icy at the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds, said: 
■We’re delighted at the news 
about the Mersey. But to allow 
oil exploration in some of the 
most important wildlife sites 
we've got in Britain is spectac- 
ularly inappropriate." 


Jet punch-up Britons fly home I Inquiry clears Monklands 


DECCA AUKENHEAD 

Three families arrived back at 
Gatwick yesterday after being in- 
volved in a punch-up on a flight 
to Los Angeles, which they 
blamed on the airline's generos- 
ity with free drink. The group of 
17 returned to Britain under air- 
line security, leaving one person 
in custody in Minneapolis. ' 
The British and Irish pas- 
sengers. all related and ranging 
from men in their sixties to two- 
year-olds, boarded the 747 
Northwest Airlines aircraft oq 
Monday for a Christmas holi- 
day. According to an. airline 
spokeswoman, mayhem broke 
out several hours into the flight, 


when crew declined to serve 
them further free drinks. 

“They had already been 
drinking their own duty-free 
alcohol, and when attendants re- 
fused to serve any more, the 
familie s deployed their chil- 
dren to steal bottles stashed in 
the galley. The group became 
abusive and started throwing 
food at flight attendants. The 
crew made .every effort to calm 
them down, including the cap- 
tain, who came down from the 
cockpit to try and restore order.'’ 

When this failed, three mem- 
bers of the United States 
Olympic wrestling team also on 
board joined in, and hand- 
cuffed two of the group to their 


seals. Handcuffs are standard is- 
sue on all flights, the spokes- 
woman said. 

On landing in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, police and immi- 
gration authorities removed the 
■'extremely inebriated" group 
from the jet, and denied them 
entry to the US. Michael Pur- 
cell, 25. was remanded in cus- 
tody on charge of assaulting and 
intimidating a crew member 
and flight attendant The fam- 
ilies were detained at the air- 
port and flown back lo Gatwick 
this morning by Northwest Air- 
lines. under a security escort and 
an alcohol ban. On arrival, 
there were chaotic scenes as 
they were pursued around the 


concourse by members of the 
press. Eileen Cash, a grand- 
mother of Kilbum, north-west 
London, said: -Something hap- 
pened on the plane. We feel 
ashamed and embarrassed over 
it but we never did anything 
wrong. They gave us drink on 
the plane, they shouldn’t have." 

Her daughter Eileen Con- 
nors, also of Kilbum, said: “The 
man arrested was nothing to do 
with us. We were just a bit noisy 
. . . why were they giving out 
drink? People will" get drunk-" 

This was the families’ first 
flight with Northwest and the 
spokeswoman said the airline 
would be unlikely to carry them 
again. 


COklN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

An independent inquiry yester- 
day cleared Monklands council 
in Strathclyde of damaging al- 
legations of “jobs-for-the-boys" 
employment practices. 

The’ inquiry report said there 
was “substance to the percep- 
tion that political power was ex- 
ercised by a small number of 
Coatbridge councillors”. 

The inquiry inspector, 
William Nimm’o Smith QC, 
said that much of the trouble 
had arisen “from the msensiwe 
exercise of power” by Labour 
councillors. 

But he found no evidence for 


the allegations that jobs were re- 
served for Labour members 
and the families of key Labour 
officials. The allegations were 
deeply embarrassing for the 
Labour leadership as the town 
was the constituency of the 
party’s late leader. John Smith. 

The charges of nepotism had 
been used by Conservative MPs 
to deflect criticism of West- 
minster City Council, but yes- 
terday, Michael Forsyth, the 
Secretary of Slate for Scot- 
land. announced that the coun- 
cil had complied with the law- 
requiring authorities to make 
appointments on merit. 

The inquire report said the in- 
volvement of councillors in Uie 


appointment of staff had given 
“apparent substance" to the al- 
legations of nepotism. But he said 
procedures since April last year 
had ended that problem, and 
there was no evidence of nepo- 
tism in any appointments since 
1*^0. Mr Forsyth said no further 
action was required by him. 

The report came as a relief to 
Labour. Claims of a “Monklands 
Mafia” an Kina the ruling Labour 
group on the district council 
erupted in an acrimonious 
bj -election campaign last year af- 
ter the death of Mr Smith. 

During the campaign, a for- 
mer Scottish Office minister. 
.Allan Stewart, claimed some 
appointments were influenced by 


religious bias. Bui Mr Nimmo 
Smith found no evidence to 
support any allegation of reli- 
gious bias in any appointment lo 
employment with the council. 

The report was hailed as a vin- 
dication of Labour’s demand 
two years ago for an inquiry by- 
George Robertson, the party's 
spokesman on Scottish affairs. 
Labour's national executive 
committee will be considering its 
own report on the allegations. 

"While there are strong crit- 
icisms in the report of council- 
lors and council procedures. . . 
the wilder allegations of minis- 
ters and David Shaw [Ton MP 
for Dover] have been firmly re- 
jected.” Mr Robertson said. 


Win £10,000 of Hi-Fi, VCRs and more 

. : .V> with the ^INDEPENDENT 


W e would like to gftre you some 
sound advice-enter our Aiwa prize 
draw and you could end up wtfh the hi- 
fi system of your dreams; 

We have £10,000 of Aiwa technol- 
ogy to be won, including powerfuimidi 
hi-fi systems, VCRs . and personal CD. 
players, all of which are stylish and 
packed with features. There are five 
prize packages plus 23 runners-up 
prizes. They comprise: 

First prize 

Z-D9300M Midi Hi-Fi System 
LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System 
HV-FX77 VCR 

XP-R600 Personal CD Player 

Second Prize 

NSX-999 Mini Hi-Fi System 
HS-RX848 Personal Stereo Tape Model. 
HV-FX77 VGR ” . 

Third Prize 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System : 
HS-RX848 Personal Stereo Tape Model 
HV-FX77 VCR 

Fourth prize 

LjCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System 
HV-FX77 VCR 

Fifth Prize . _ „ 

LCX-500 Micro Hi-Fi System 
XP-R600 Personal CD Player 

Ranners-np 

LCX-500 Micro Hr-Fr System . 


These great Aiwa prizes take home 
entertainment to new heights of enjoy- 
ment Here is a brief description of each 
component prize. 

The Z-D9300M Midi Hi-Fi System 
incorporates a Dolby Pro Logic speaker 
system and 5-CD auto changer, it has 
five speakers with ample power output 
3-band tuner, graphic equaliser, double 
a uto^ reverse cassette deck and belt- 
drive automatic turntable. 

The compact size of the LCX-500 
Micro Hi-Fi System belies the quality of 
its sound. This, versatile system com- 
prises 10W+10W amplifier; 3-band 
tuner, top-loading CD player, cassette 
deck and speakers.' 

, The HV-FX77 VCR Is packed with fea- 
tures that make recording and playing 
so simple tftateven adults can do it It 
has tour, heads for Increased picture 
clarity, VideoPius for ease of program- 
ming and a onemnonth, six event tinner 
programme.' 

For music on the move, the light- 
weight XP-R600 Personal' CD Player 
offers great CD sound plus a digital syn- 
thesiser tuner with 30 pre-set bands. 

The NSX-999 Mini Hi-Fi System is 
built around a powerful 150W+150W 
amplifier linked to a tuner, 3-CD auto 
changer CD player, and a double auto- 
reverse cassette deck. The speaker sys- 
tem features 3-way bass reflex. 

The HS-RX848 Personal Stereo Tape 
Mode! offers full remote control with a 
digital tune rand brie-key joystick oper- 
ation. 

How’fo Eaten To be in with a chance 
of winning orie of the prize packages 
listed above, you must collect four dif- 
ferently numbered tokens from the 
seven that we are printing. Today we gh/e 
you Token Five. • • 

- The entry Torm , which we published 
yesterday, wffl be reprinted In Saturday's 
Independent. Rules previously pub- 


midi hi-fi system 
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micro hi-fi system 
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personal CD player 




Penny Shares are Booming! 

481%* average gains recorded on shares that cost less than £1 EACH! 


I t's a fact! Penny Shares could make you a fortune on 
the Stock Market. Last year the Stock Market’s lop 5 
performing shares made an average profit of 4S 1 %. And 4 
out of 5 of these amazing movers were Penny Shares! 

Penny Shares are often in smaller companies - which is 
excellent news if you are about to invest. Our research 
shows that in the 3 years following the last two 
recessions, smaller companies (and therefore Penny- 
Shares) outperformed the rest of the market by a significant 
margin. It happened after the '74r75 slump. It happened 
after the recession of the early ’80s . . . and now. as we 
enter a period of dynamic economic recovery, the value of 
Penny Shares could continue to soar. 

So ask yourself - do you have the time it takes to comb 
the Stock Market week after week? Do you have the 
contacts who are close enough to the action to let you in on 
the most promising shares? And do you have the experi- 
ence to act profitably? 

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR 
FUTURE WEALTH 

Now you can seize this booming market for yourself. 
PENNY SHARE GUIDE is Britain's premier newsletter 
for tipping those smaller companies that show the most 
explosive potential for growth and profit. And you can 
claim your FREE issue right NOW! 


Step by step, share by share. PENNY SHARE GUIDE 
tells you when to buy. when to hold, and when to sell 
to minimise your risk and maximise your profits. Today, 
over 20.000 readers are getting regular supplies of this 
exclusive advice - and you can discover the unique 
source of their knowledge when you return the coupon 
below. 

Get your FREE copy of Penny Share Guide 

TODAY AND SEE HOW YOU COULD 
CHANGE THE WAY YOU INVEST FOREVER! 

And to help your investments even further, when you 
subscribe to PENNY SHARE GUIDE you’ll receive 3 
FREE gifts - 'The 13 Do's and Don't! of Penny Share 
Investing’ - a pocket guide that lifts the lid on the most 
successful investment techniques. PLUS the Investor's 
Guide To Stockmarket Success' - a canny lowdown on the 
world of share investing. PLUS the unique * Sharccall 
Directory' lets you monitor the movement of over 2.000 
shares any time, anywhere in the UK. 

EXTRA EXTRA! 

As part of our special introductory offer you'll get more 
than £30 off your first year's subscription to PENNY 
SHARE GUIDE - oftleialh £5 t) -50 you can read all 1 2 
info-packed issues for just £25! 


CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY NOW 

Prepare to be amazed by what you'll read. Take your first step into the exciting world of Penny Shares. 

Call FREE on 0500 855343 NOW or simply fill in the coupon below (no stamp required; 
and get the latest issue of PENNY SHARE GUIDE . . . ABSOLUTELY FREE 

Penny Share Guide, FREEPOST, Unit AS03, Brooklands Industrial Fork, Wet/bridgc. Surrey KTlH OBR 

•Mbifrke in tmdi+k f C'dsrdlr ^ .lufog uraj drvWi' iVtuift fawnw* i t> it* «j K * Jmcwr rct j } 

it ow <r lo 7>* -AiW. ffibw bin-fee? i'ii opor 


I want to be a part of today’s Penny Share profit boom! Please send me my FREE copy of PENNY SHARE j 
GUIDE PLUS my FREE Penny Share market report pack and details of a special half-price offer for one year’s !| 
subscription to PENNY SHARE GUIDE. 
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D-DAY IN BOSNIA 
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the unknown 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

About 3,500 British soldiers 
and a similar number of French 
troops are digging, in for a 
fourth Bosnian winter as the 
Nato implementation Force l I- 
For) takes over the military 
peace-keeping operations from 
the UN Protection Force. An- 
other 10.000 British. 7.00»> 
French and 20.000 Americans 
are on their way. While it is a 
new venture for the Americans, 
this winter will be different 
also for the British and French. 

From yesterday- D-Day in 
the timetable drawn up at Day- 
ton - if their freedom of men. e- 
tnenl is impeded, if local 


factions contest their authority 
<, r viohic the ceasefire. Nato 
troops may open fire with 
weapons which the locals have 
not vet seen, including tit (-(on 
US Abrams and British Chal- 
lenger tanks, ami self-propelled 
guns able to score .■ first-round 
bit at 15 miles. 

The Nato operation “Joint 
Endeavour" and its_ British 
component- "RcM.ilute . should 
be much simpler than the com- 
plex and chaotic task under- 
taken hv the UN. ft will, 
nevertheless be without prece- 
dent in peace-keeping history'. 
Most ■■imdiUonar peace-keep- 
ing missions, like those in 
Cvpru-,. the Middle Etisl and 
Cambodt.u have been interim 


arrangements with peace- keep- 
ers holding a line w hile negoti- 
ations continue. In Bosnia. 
Nairn will be implementing an 
agreed peace. 

Preparation for elections, 
refugees and humanitarian aid 
will not be Nato s concern, al- 
though the civilians charged 
with these tasks will probabfy 
call on Nato troops for escorts. 
The work of the other organi- 
sations is being co-ordinated by 
Swedens* former prime minis- 
ter. Carl Bildf. known as the 
“Higher Representative" who 
received his commission from 
the Security Council but rep- 
resents the Elf and the Or- 
ganisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe as well. 


For Nato, everything should 
be relatively simple. The only 
uncertainty should be the in- 
terpretation of agreed lines on 
the ground: the border be- 
tween the Muslim-Craat and 
Serb entities in Bosnia and the 
demilitarised zone stretching for 
two kilometres on either side. 

The implementation of an 
agreed peace poses a dilemma, 
if one side interprets the agree- 
ment differently. Nato wfll find 
itself in the business of “en- 
forcement'" - intervention to 
impose a solution. It isequipped 
to ■‘enforce' 1 a view, but ii may 
have to think on its feet to for- 
mulate iL Within a context of 
“implementation" there may 
be udands of “enforcement". 


Nato planners have the 
process of deployment, imple- 
mentation and transition to 
peace laid out on a flow chart, 
but admit the process is "ex- 
tremely Said", not least because 
of the weather. Yesterday au- 
thority was transferred from the 
UN Protection Force (Unpro- 
for) to I-For and joint military 
commissions comprising the 
warring factions were set up un- 
der Nato chairmanship to over- 
see mapping of hundreds of 
miles of demarcation line which 
follow the ceasefire line readied 
at the end of hostilities in Oc- 
tober, with a few exceptions. 

A 700sq-mile area, known as 
the “egg*', around Mrkonjic 
Grad, overrun by Croat forces. 


. lrt M(Hkl xrofo must baVw withdrawn. These are 
Will be relumed to the Serbs. probably 

Theareanor^ofSa^evowin „ _E «nfi- cent. By then, Wtor 1 Afflg 


uwp. w. ■ - i f- 

be ceded to the Muslim-Croat being Po- 

[ederation. as will a corridor dencc lo tbc local civdians. ro* 


from Muslim territoty south of 
Sarajevo to the former pocket 
of Gorazde. 

The “egg' 1 is pretty well de- 
serted, apart from Croat troops, 
and although it is the biggest 
area to be transferred, the 
British troops who will be re- 
sponsible do not expect too 
much of a problem. The Serbs 
who lived there all fled, and no 
Croat or Muslim civilians have 
attempted to settle there. 

The situation around Sara- 
jevo, where Serbs lived cheek- 
by-jowl with Croats and 


siuons on the ceasefire l* 1112 
around Sarajevo will be trans- 
ferred or vacated by nest 
Wednesday. 

The next and mod difficult 
milestone is “D plus 30" - 
around 18 January when the for- 
mer waning factions have to 
have released prisoners and 
vacated the zone of separation 
between the “entities". All 
mined areas must be marked. 
Civilian groups will have to be 
disarmed and “non-local ■ 
forces” - the mujahedin, about 
half of whom are Islamic «■ 


belli. .. . 

have secured territory' to oc 

transferred- . . 

Nato tiros* ensure such areas 
are “cleared" of local troops* w 
D Plus 45- the bcgmrifflgof 
Februarv. Then, on D plus w • 
around 18 March, the ik® - owt • 
era will occupy ihc areas trans- 
ferred. * , 

Finally, on D fries 120. a 
month iiter, local loros ' roust 
have been moved to noWing 
areas. Any fences oucrickihose 
areas roust be deawbilaea. and 
the iso ‘‘entities' - mini-stales 
within Bosnia - must provide 
details on the strength and de- 


by-jowl with Croats and nan oi wnum ~ 

Muslims, is far more sensitive, tre mists from outside Bosnia plqymen 



EMMA DALY 

Kaipa. Bosnia 

The silhoueued shape of a field 
gun slung below a Royal Navy 
Sea King, camouflaged with 
tiger stripes painted over UN 
white, firing past the snowy 
mountains on a sunny winter’s 
day in western Bosnia: the 
Bosnian Croat militia bowing to 
reality and allow ing cumoys to 
pass its check-points unchal- 
lenged: most of all. the sight of 
a Serb soldier handing a glass 
of home-made brandy - to the 
crew of a Warrior. 

A mood of optimism and de- 
termination. a sense that per- 
haps this war is ending, fired the 
start of “Operation Resolute”, 
the British contribution to 
Natos peace implementation 
mission in Bosnia, which began 
at Ham yesterday in Sarajevo 
with the transfer of authority 
from the UN to the Western Al- 
liance. The Nato mission began 
amid confusion after fog 
blocked the arrival of the l : S 
Nato force commander. Admi- 
ral Leighton Smith. The cere- 
mony was delayed for four 
hours leaving frustrated Euro- 
pean officers complaining bit- 
terly about a US desire to have 
a moment of glory. 

Three hours after the Nato 
flag was raised 1 40 troops from 
B Squadron Batik-group, the 
Light Dragoons, crossed the 
front line at Breniea (renamed 
“Black Dog" by the British) and 
drove on to the village of Kru- 
pa. 13km south of Banja Luka, 
the Serb stronghold for so long 
a no-go area to Western force, 
proud t 
Paul Si 

Scimitar armoured vehicle was 
first to cross the line. Mira Yu- 
rie waved from her balcony as 
the troops rolled in. then ran 
downstairs to chat. “I think 
everything is eoing to be all 
right," she said. “We've had 
enough of war. 1 hope our chil- 
dren will be able to play and 
grow up in freedom." 

A neighbour. Srdjan Vidovic. 
inquired whether the British 
were allowed to drink: receiv- 
ing an enthusiastic reply, he 


“Bit of a proud moment." said 
Trooper Paul Stewart, whose 


relumed with a pla-stic bottle 
filled with grape brandy and 
handed it around. "It should be 
peace, at last. ' he said. 

His optimism - or desperate 
desire - was echoed b> Serb sol- 
diers at “Black Dog", who will 
share control ol the check- 
point with the 1st Battalion, the 
Royal Fusiliers. "We feel good 
- this is the end of the war." said 
Pctar. one of a group of young 
soldiers watching as the 
Fusiliers unrax riled razor wire 
around the check-point. 

The Serb welcome was no 
surprise: one of the Britons' 
tasks is to >upen ise the return 
of Mrkonjic Grad and Sipovo lo 
Serb control. The British - 
unlike their lightly armed UN 
predecessors - are taking no 
chances: three 105mm Tight 
howitzers were flown by heli- 
copter to a position close to the 
front-line, just in ease. 

Major-General Michael 
Jackson, commander of the 
British Nuio sector (which will 
include Canadian and Pakistani 
troops), visited the new sites and 
praised the operation. "Every- 
thing is going extremely well." 
he said. “I very much hope 
there'll be no reason or need it* 
use force at all." 

The Light Dragoons were 
due to spend last night in Kru- 
pa patrolling the road, which 
winds through a steep gorge be- 
side the River Vrhas. and mak- 
ing their presence felt before 
pushing further north. A T-72 
lank still lurked behind a house 
in Krupa, but in a non-threat- 
ening manner. and the Serb sol- 
diers moved mines from the 
read as requested by the British. 

“Operation Resolute Rat" - 
as if is known here because the 
4ih .Armoured Brigade claims 
descent from the Desert Rats- 
went even better than hoped, 
but the British know there arc 
3t>4 days of potential problems 
ahead. "We have a clear mis- 
sion. which is to bring to an end 
three years of wretched war to 
an end,” General Jackson said. 

He must hope the warring 
parties do not misinterpret the 
name of (heir mission: "rat” in 
Serbo-Croat means - “war". 





with intellect 


A bridge too far: A group of US soldiers from Tuzfa air base inspect a destroyed bridge on the Bosnian side of the Sava 
River near Zupanja in north-eastern Croatia Photograph: Reuter 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Lieutenant General Rupert 
Smith, the British general who 
has commanded the UN in 
Bosnia for the past year, yes- 
terday left Sarajevo, us mission 
accomplished with distinction. 
From commanding 20,000 UN 
troops in Bosnia, he moves on 
to command 17.000 British 
troops in Northern Ireland. 
Peace had come to Bosnia, and 
it owed a lot more to Lt-Gen 
Smith than he would admit. 

Lt-Gen Smith's philosophy in 
the Gulf and Bosnian wars mir- 
rored that of Qausewitz: “the 
ma ximum use of violence is in 
no way incompatible with the si- 
multaneous use of the mteUect." 
Unlike his . predecessor in 
Bosnia. Sir Michael Rose, Lt- 
Gen South never went to unir 
versify. He went from Sandhurst 
into the Parachute Regiment, 
known for its philosophy of 
violence and aggression, com- 
bined with cunnihg. But he ap- 
proached his subject with rare 
"clarity of vision”, one UN of- 
ficial told Reuter on Tuesday 

His account of the way his di- 
vision attacked in the Gulf war 
was terrifying in its focus. *1 was 
manning equipment, not equip- 
ping men. Men were a liability 
- casualties waiting to hap- 
pen.” He used a First World 
War analogy: the enemy forces 
were to be broken up, becom- 
ing “easSy digestible rctr his ar- 
moured brigades. 

Unlike Gen Rose, he never 
courted the media openly. In the 
Gulf and Bosna he avoided go- 
ing “on the record”, but instead 
cultivated an understanding 
with the media, trusting them 
with knowledge equivalent to 
that of bis junior officers. It was 
an approach that worked 

Lt-Gen Smith’s clarity of vi- 
sion probably owed much to his 
role in developing the British 
Army's intellectual approach to 
operations. He was instru- 
mental in setting up the High- 
er Command and Staff Course, 
to teach potential generals bow 
to fight big battles, an area 
where the British trailed behind 
the Americans and Russians. 


When he arrived in Bosnia 
last Januarv. Lt-Gen Smith re- 
alised that the UN’s position, 
with ligbtiv armed or unarmed 
forces scattered widely, was in- 
consistent with any attempt to 
be more robust. “He put the 
choice starkly: either withdraw 
peace-keepers or change the 
UN mandate ... so force can be 
used to attain the mission’s 
goals", theofficial said. - 
The UN special envoy, Ya- 
sushi Akashi and the UN Com- 
tnander in all former 
Yugoslavia. Gen Bernard Jan- 
vier, opposed some of bis rec- 
ommendations. In May, Nato 
launched small-scale air attacks 
on Bosiian Serb targets. The 
Serbs grabbed UN peace-keep- 
ers as hostages. in. reprisal. 



Smith: Charity, of vision 


After the Bosnian Serbs over- 
ran the. Muslim enclaves in 
ShriHemcaandZep&lB July, Lt- 
Gen Smith got all the peace- 
keepers out of danger and 
prepared far the Serb "provo- 
cation” . That came with the 
market massacre in Sarajevo in 
August after which the Serbs 
were “hammered”, the UN of- 
ficial said. 

Lt-Gen Smith could new 
move to “peace enforcement”. 
The Nato air strikes that fol- 
lowed not only disabled Bosn- 
ian Serb air defences but 
crippled their command and 
control, destroying their ad- 
vantage and swinging events in 
favour of the Groats and Mus- 
lims. The Bosnian Serb forces 
broke. In the end Lfc-Gen Smith 
achieved peace, appropriately, 
through military victory. . 


Bank of Scotland 
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NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE VARIATION 

The following rates for mortgages provided by 
Bank of: Scotland. Mortgages Direct will apply as 
from 20th December 1995 for loans not yet drawn and 
from 1st February 1996 for existing borrowers. 

Bank of Scotland 
Mortgages Direct Variable Rate 
7,99% per annum. 

Bank of Scotland 

Mortgages Direct Preferential Rate 
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War is over but the From Vietnam to Sarajevo 



on 


.As Christmas approaches, the 
fndejvndeni is asking readers to 
support four charities working 
to help child victims of the 
wars in former Yugoslavia. 
Though the fighting has ended 
and a peace deal has been 
signed, the suffering goes on. 
.And the children of Bosnia 
have suffered particularly hard. 

So far. the Independent 
appeal has raised more than 
C77.00U since it was launched in 
November and cash continues 
to pour in for each of the four 
charities: 

Save the Children is focusing 
its efforts on children who have 
been separated from their 
families, counselling and 
reuniting them. 

The Red Cross is running the 
largest humanitarian operation 
in the region, looking after 
refugee camps and linking 
relatives and friends through its 


CHILDREN 
OF WARS 

APPEAL 



famous messaging network. 

War Child plans to build a 
£L5ra music therapy centre in 
Mostar. and to send urgentiy- 
needed prosthetics to wounded 
children in the Tuzla area. 

Child Advocacy Interna- 
tional aims to bring up to 100 
sick children to Britain for 
treatment they could not obtain 
at home. 

Please make your cheques or 
postal orders payable to the 
charity of your choice and send 
them to us with the completed 
coupon {below). 

i 


CHILDREN OF WAR APPEAL 


The officer now commanding 
the Nato implementation force 
U-R?r) in land-bound Bosnia is 
an admiral and a nayy pilot. Ad- 
miral Leighton Smith, United 
States Navy, will be move to his 
base in Sarajevo from Naples, 
where he has been command- 
ing Nato's forces in southern Eu- 
rope since April 1994, writes 
Christopher Bellamy. 

Nato says putting the admiral 
in Sarajevo makes sense be- 
cause of the complexity of the 
terrain and the political sensi- 
tivity of the Bosnian capital. 

But some sources said yes- 
terday they felt the US wanted 
to have the commander in Sara- 
jevo, which will be the focus of 
political and media attention, so 
that his subordinate, the British 



flew 280 combat missions over 
Vietnam. He holds two Distin- 
guished Flying Crosses and 
other combat medals. He also 
spemayearwiffiadfat^satd- 
ies group at Newport, Rhode 
Island and from August 1989 to 
June 1991 he was director of op- 
erations for US European com- 
mand at Stuttgart, Germany. He 
was also involved in running air 


Smith: Decorated navy flier 


commander of the Nato Rapid 
Reaction Corps, did not get all 
the limelight 

The soft-spoken southerner 
from Alabama qualified as a 
navy pilot in January 1964 and 


the Gulf war and aid to the 
Kurds in northern Iraqi . 

Promoted to yice-amnirai in 
June 1991, he then became 
commander of US Naval Forces 
Europe and Nato's commander- 
in-chref southern Europe. He 
was m overall command of 
Nato air strikes . against the 
Bosnian Serbs m^Steptember. 


Briton takes over command 


* * 


J i ftfjuid live to make a donation to help children in Former Yugoslavia, 

{ l enclose a cheque/postai order/CAV/CAF card for £ made 

i pavaoie ra one of the following chanties 

i □ Child Advocacy International 
iD British Red Cross Former Yugoslavia Appeal 
*□ WarChHd 
J CZJ Save the Children 

J (please iigk as appropriate) 

J Signature - Date 

j Ptease post your ttonatfonty to- - The Independent Children of War Appeal, 
J c/c the independent. PC Box 4011, London E14 5BB. THANK YOU 

I . — - — — 


Laeutenani-Gcneral Sir Michael 
Wilker, 51, took over yesterday 
as the general commanding in- 
ternational forces in Bosnia, 
writes Christopher Bellamy. 

As commander of the Nato 
Rapid Reaction Corps 
fARRC), he has in effect 
replaced the former UN com- 
mander, Lieutenant-General 
Rupert Smith, although he wiH 
report to US Admiral Leighton 
Smith, who wifi also be based in 
Sarajevo. 

General Walker is the second 
British general to command 
the Nato Rapid Reaction 
Corps, which was set up in to re- 
act to contingencies like Bosnia. 
The “Ark", as it is known, can 
draw on up to 10 Nato divisions 
although only two or three 
would be chosen for any specific 



Walker, three divisions 


task. In Bosnia; General Walk- 
er's “Ark” has three, divisions, 
each 20,000 strong; under its 
command, one US-led, one 
British and. one French. Each 
division is itself mititnmtional: 
the British w£U include two 


> r 


f; 




V, 


r” 


6 * 


. brigades, one British and one 

CahaitfiaiC ^ for- ei^mple: The - 
ARRC headquarters' compris- 
es about 2,000 staffi'mostfy 
British, who wiil .be based in 
Sarajevo... T 

' 'Genera? Walker was"boram 
what was then Southern Rhode- 
sia. 


school for IS months before al- 
tendmgSnndinjraL.In 1966 be 1 
was commissioned inlo tlte ' 
Royal AnglianRegiinenL 
HehasSeryedasanmfentiy . 
officer jn Northern Ireland and £ 

Cyprus. Heisa qualified pilot ■- 
and wearsrthe wings of-tfce- 
Ajnty Afr^GMp^of whidi Wfe ' 

the Golorid CbnanancfanL He 1 - _ 
has spent most, of his career in. 
Gercnaiyy/but was Mflitaiy As* 1 
: sistant to theXBief df iheGert- . 
eral Staff from 1982 to 1985. " “ 
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Walesa’s red 
spy scare 
throws Poles 
into turmoil 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Not for the first time in his 
colourful career, Poland's out- 
going President Lech Walesa 
yesterday threw the country 
into tuzrooD after claiming to 
have evidence of a “threat to 
stale security”, apparently in the 
form of the Prune Minister 
Jozef Oleksy, 

Mr Walesa, due to hand over 
power to a former Communist, 
AJeksander Kwasniewski, on 
Saturday, refused to spell out 
the nature of the allegations in 
detail. But unnamed sources cit- 
ed by Polish media said they 
concerned long-standing con- 
tacts between Mr Oleksy and 
foreign espionage agents. 

Mr Oleksy, himself a former 
Communist, described the al- 
legations as a “dirty provoca- 
tion". suggesting Mr Walesa 
was having difficulty accepting 
his defeat at the hands of Mr 
Kwasniewski in last month's 
presidential election. 

An emergency cabinet meet- 
ing convened to consider Mr 
Walesa’s evidence ruled that it 
had not proved the security of 
the state was endangered. The 
President, present at the meet- 
ing, dissented from its view. 

Most Poles were dumb- 
founded by the allegations. 
Many saw Mr Walesa's move as 
a last-ditch attempt to use the 
authority of his office to dis- 
credit his former Communist 
political opponents and launch 
a new career as leader of the op- 
position. 

“It is difficult not to see this 
as a spoiling tactic,'’ a Western 
diplomatic source said. “It cer- 
tainly appeals to have been 
timed to make life difficult for 
the incoming President'' 

\fester day’s uproar followed 
a late-night meeting at (be pres- 
idential palace on Tuesday to 
which the speakers of both 
houses of -parliament and the 
country's top legal authorities 
had been Invited. Andrzej MU- 
czanowski the Interior Minis- 
ter and a Walesa ally, presented 


the meeting with confidential 
documents which allegedly re- 
vealed the security threat and 
incriminated Mr Oleksy. Mr 
Milczanowski reported he had 
presented the documents to 
the senior military prosecutor. 

With hard facts in short sup- 
ply, the Polish media ran wOd 
with rumour. Mr Oleksy was al- 
leged to have bad contacts with 
Soviet and Russian spies from 
1983 until he took office earli- 
er this year. Others suggested 
he had been guilty of launder- 
ing Communist Party money. 
Some reported the existence of 
videos showing him playing 
tennis with Soviet agents. 

Mr Oleksy, who along with 
Mr Kwasniewski was not invit- 
ed to the Tuesday meeting, 
called for an immediate session 
of the National Defence Com- 
mittee to consider the evidence. 
He was sharply critical of Mr 
Walesa. “What has been done 
demonstrates that state securi- 
ty may be threatened - but by 
those who cannot leave their 
posts in a dignified! fashi on." Mr 
Oleksy said. 

Mr Whiesa’s narrow defeat to 
Mr Kwasniewski last month 
means that, in addition to the 
government. Poland's former 
Communists will now control 
the presidency. But the outgo- 
ing President, who once led the 
Solidarity trade union that top- 
pled Communism, has refused 
to take his defeat lying down. 

Shortly after the election, in 
an attempt to have the result an- 
nulled. more than 500,000 sup- 
porters filed protests with the 
Supreme Court complaining 
Mr Kwasniewski had lied about 
his academic qualifications dur- 
ing the campaign. 

Mr Walesa has begun travel- 
ling the country to unite 
Poland’s fractured right before 
parliamentary elections in 1997. 

For “moral and political" 
reasons, Mr Walesa will not at- 
tend Saturdays swearing-in cer- 
emony of a man he describes as 
belonging to a “Red Spider 
Web", into which be believes the 
country is again falling. 



Waltzing back in time: Anthony Hopkins, as Richard Nixon, and Joan Allen, as Pat, in a scene from Oliver Stone's new film 


Photograph: AP 


Nixon refuses to lay down and die 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

He may not be the Christmas 
present most Americans would 
ask for. But. for the umpteenth 
time in a career now stretching 
beyond the grave. Richard 
Nixon is back. Turn which way 
you will this festive season: 
there is no escaping the dis- 
graced, reviled, but endlessly 
fascinating 37th President- 
In no particular order, he is 

1 ) protagonist of a new Oliver 
Stone epic that promises to be 
both box office smash and like- 
ly Academy Awards nominee; 

2) costar of a praised made-for- 
TV film Kissinger and Nixon 
dealing with the wind-down of 
the Vietnam Vfar. 3) the brood- 
ing presence behind 50,000 
pages of papers from the Nixon 
White House, newly released by 


the National Archives: and 4) 
a ghost increasingly summoned 
by his Republican parly in the 
Whitewater probe, 1995’s con- 
voluted imitation of the Wa- 
tergate scandal ihaL brought 
down Nixon 20 years ago. 

Yesterday, with the opening 
of Mr Stone’s film Nixon, it was 
the big screen Tricin' Dick who 
was making the headlines - 
and Anthony Hopkins' re- 
markable portrayal of him. 

Astonishingly, the treatment 
oFNixon by a director whose ob- 
session with dark and far- 
fetched plots produced the 
nonsensical is almost even- 
handed. No plotter was darker 
than Richard Nixon. Yet so 
turbulent extraordinary was 
hisstoiy that Mr Stone has been 
reduced to a relative respect for 
the facts and something akin to 
sympathy. 


Of course there are embell- 
ishments. Having let conspira- 
cy theory run riot in JFK. he 
cannot resist bringing Nixon in 
on the alleged plan to assassi- 
nate Fidel Castro, which then 
metamorphoses into the pre- 
sumed plot to bill Kennedy. Im- 
ages of the president as a 
pill-swallowing, whisky-swilling 
neurotic as well as wrenching 
scenes from the Nixon marriage 
owe more to Mr Stone's imag- 
ination than any record. 

Not surprisingly the Nixon 
family has already" condemned 
the film as “erroneous and ma- 
licious... character assassina- 
tion," with his daughters Trieia 
and Julie accusi ng M r Stone of 
deliberately waiting until their 
parents were dead to produce 
a picture of the Nixons' private 
life “calculated solely to defame 
and degrade". 


The staunchest defenders of 
cinematic licence will concede 
that Mr HopJdns doesn't look 
like Nixon, and flunks the trade- 
mark rasping baritone voice. 
But the real Nixon Is stunning- 
ly conveyed: Nixon the far-see- 
ing statesman. Nixon the 
ruthless politician, the Nixon of 
few physical graces, cold and 
distant, fraught with insecurity 
and paranoia and obsessed by 
the Kcnnedys. 

Bui if Nixon is a figure of the 
past, cross-references to the 
present are never far away. 
The documents from the Na- 
tional Archives, for instance, 
show Bob Dole, then Republi- 
can party chairman, asking Mr 
Nixon for favours and assuring 
him in early 1973 that outside 
Washington. Watergate was no 
big deal. Today of course. Mr 
Dole is running to take Mr 


Nixon's old job next year. 

And then there's Whitewater. 
Once again the While House is 
stonewalling congressional de- 
mands for confidential mater- 
ial which could throw light on 
a scandal. This time a Democ- 
ratic president invokes executiv e 
privilege in a battle which may. 
like the Watergate tapes, cmK 
be settled in court. “Imagine Mr 
Nixon trying to tell the Congress 
we're not going to hand them 
over.” fulminafes one Senator 
who seeks the notes in question. 
“It s wrong in Watergate, it's 
wrong in Whitewater.- 

Hie Nixon boom is not over. 
More films will be mined from 
the rich seams of his character, 
while only 63 hours of the 3.7UU 
hour* of his .secret Ova! Office 
tapes have been released, and 
onh a fraction of the Nixon ad- 
ministration documents. 


Judges tie 
families 


for Xmas 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

Christmas may be a time for 
parents to get closer to their 
teenage and perhaps rebellious 
children, but for two families in 
the United Suites ihe sentiment 
has been taken a bit far. By 
order of the courts, the parents 
have been literally chained to 
their offspring for the holiday 
season. 

With American voters de- 
manding ever-morc draconian 
punishment for criminals, 
chain-gangs have already heen 
re-introduced in several stales 
for prison inmates. Now judges 
are applying the principle to 
teenage offenders, ordering 
them shackled to thet'r parents 
at home. 

The pioneer of this novel 
form of punishmcnL appar- 
ently designed to hurt the par- 
ents’ as much as the children, is 
Judge Wayne Creech, of 
Charleston. South Carolina. 
Last week, he required that 15- 
year-old Tonva Kline, charged 
with burglary, truancy and theft, 
be shackled to her mother, 
Deborah Harter, for a month 
pending trial next month. 

Tonya must wear a prison-is- 
sue belt fitted with a two-foot 
chain attached likewise to Mrs 
Harter. The two sleep next to 
each other on a sofa-bed in their 
living room. Whenever Tonya 
leaves the house - even to at- 
tend school -mother goes loo. 
Tonya is only lei loose to visit 
the lavatory 'and take a show- 
er. but then only in a haihroom 
without windows. 

Mrs Harter, who faces 30 
days in jail if she lets go of her 
daughter, found the rating a bit 
surprising. "When he tofd the 
fellas to get the shackles. 1 was 
kind of shocked." she said. 
This week, the judge relented 
slightly, ruling that Tonya's 
step-father can share in the 
shackling duty. 

Now a judge, in the North 
Carolina town of Roxhoro. has 
ruled that two teenagers ac- 
cused of setting fire to a 
hypermarket be shackled to 
their parents pending their 
return to court on 8 January. 

Tonya docs not seem u»o 
disturbed. “It's not as bad as it 
seems." she said. "It's taught me 
a lesson. It s already straight- 
ened me out.” 


Paris mends fences with Algiers 


MARY DEIEVSKY 

Paris 

The chairman of the French 
parliament, Philippe Sdguin, 
paid a flying visit to Algiers yes- 
terday’ at the behest of President 
Jacques Chirac in a dramatic bid 
by France to end the two mem th 
stand-off in relations with 
Algeria. 

The visit, kept secret until Mr 
Scguin’s plane had landed safe- 
ty in Algiers in mid-morning,, 
was the first official contact be- 
tween France and Algeria since 
Li amine Zeroual's convincing 
victory in the 16 November 
presidential election. 

While the Elysee insisted 
throughout the day that the vis- . 
it was a standard pariiamentazy 
visit made at the invitation of 
Mr Seguin' s Algerian counter- 


part, it was dear that it was far 
from routine. Within an hour of 
arrival. Mr Sdguin was taken to 
meet Mr ZerouaL confirming 
afterwards that he had conveyed 
a message from President 
Chirac. 

In a dear sign of the visit’s 
sensitivity, the Elysee denied 
that Mr Sdguin was the bearer 
of any “offioaT message. “If the 
visit is a prelude to an im- 
provement in French-Algerian 
relations that would be a good 
thing, but it is mainly a parlia- 
mentary visit of which the pres- 
ident has been informed." 

Mr Seguin gave no details ei- 
ther of the contents of any 
message or of the substance of 
his meeting with Mr ZerouaJ. 
He stressed, however, that the 
two countries should “talk to 
each other, listen to each oth- 


er and co-operate”. On his re- 
turn to Paris in the early 
evening, Mr Seguin - believed 
to be earning a return message 
from Mr Zeroual - was taken 
straight to Mr Chirac. 

Until yesterday France had 
had no official contact with Al- 
geria since October, aside from 
an exchange of formal con- 
gratulations after Mr Zeroual's 
election victory. French officials 
were believed to have been 
taken aback less by Mr Zer- 
oual’s victory than by the size 
of the turn-out which gave the 
election an unanticipated le- 
gitimacy. The turn-out was 
achieved despite terrorist 
threats by Islamic fundamen- 
talist groups which boycotted 
the election 

On 22 October, the difficult 
relationship between France 


and Algeria had erupted into 
open conflict after a planned 
meeting between Mr Chirac 
and Mr Zeroual during the 
UN General Assembly in New 
York was called off ai the last 
moment- 

Mr Chirac had agreed to the 
meeting - Algeria claimed that 
it had been fixed at France's re- 
quest - in the face of strong op- 
position in France, where some 
saw it as indicating French sup- 
port for Mr Zeroual { and there- 
fore interfering in the election ). 

The cancellation - because, 
according to Mr Chirac, Mr Ze- 
rouai bad insisted on the pres- 
ence of television cameras at 
what was agreed as a strictly pri- 
vate occasion - was taken amiss 
by the Algerians, who accused 
France of “interfering in 
Algeria's internal affairs". 


Defiant Yeltsin says election 
gives ‘no reason for concern’ 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 
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In the firing line: the Defence Minister, Pavel Grachev, 
(left) and the Foreign Minister, Andrei Kozyrev 


Democratic Party, was a re- 
minder of the scale of resent- 
ment over Russia's reforms. 

It also included some sober- 
ing details for the Kremlin -the 
surprising performance, for ex- 
ample, of the hardline Soviet- 
style communist group. 
Working Russia, headed by 
Viktor Anpilov, which was run- 
ning at 4.6 per cent yesterday, 
less that 03 per cent below the 
minimum needed to qualify for 
seats in the State Duma, or low- 
er bouse. 

Mr Yeltsin has much to do if 
he, or bis chosen successor, is 
to revive his fortunes in time for 
the presidential election in 
June, so - despite his attempts 
at a brave face - he will have to 


acL This will probably involve 
sacking some of his team and 
bringing in newcomers more in 
time with bis ill-tempered elec- 
torate, although he will have dif- 
ficulty recruiting Communists. 

The unpopular Foreign Min- 
ister, Andrei Kozyrev, is ex- 
pected to depart soon. Under 
new management, Russia’s for- 
eign ministry can be expected 
to continue its drift in an anti- 
Western direction (at least, in 
public). Other changes - in- 
cluding the possible finng of the 
Defence Minister, Pavel 
Grachev - are expected in the 
new year, probably in February, 
when Mr Yeltsin is due to an- 
nounce whether he will run for 
a second term. 


While international obsenrrs 
have proclaimed the election as 
broadly fair, several candidates 
allege fraud. Retired General 
Alexander Lebed, whose na- 
tionalist Congress of Russian 
Communities fared unexpect- 
edly badly (4.1 per cent 1, said 
there had been “terrible trick- 
ery". which he would investigate. 

The general is a possible 
candidate for the presidential 
race, a bid which may prompt 
him to dump his party (and with 
it, his fractious colleague, Yuri 
Skokov) and set up a new one. 
Similar complaints came from 
the former Vice-President. 
Alexander Rutskoi, whose 
Derzhava group also slumped. 
Although such complaints 
smack of sour grapes, they 
gained credibility from the fact 
that the count was. astonish- 
ingly, still grinding on yesterday. 
Russians have also not forgot- 
ten the whiff of skulduggery that 
surrounded the 1993 referen- 
dum on the constitution. 

But those in search of evi- 
dence of glaring fraud need only 
look as far as Chechnya, where 
Russian troops yesterday 
launched fresh heavy attacks on 
Gudermes. seized Iasi week by 
rebels. Election officials have 
proclaimed the Moscow-backed 
leader, Doku Zavgaycv. as the 
overwhelming victor. 
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The Arafat trail has many turnings 


d u eal on West Bank has left 
unnnished business, says Robert Fisk 

"P** without contact with Palestim- 
blaclr J et ^ erS . ran a ans _ are snaking across the 
tween t HS^° Ver i h f e bW * l be " ,aodsca pe of Yasser Arafat's 
Jem _ 1 s ? Iein > "Palestine", bisecting and tri- 
qtH ?^ tencd ® *e secting his land like a salami. 

S T ° £^ {br Built, of course, by Palestinians 

2?f * how h ^entified him- such as Naim of Gaza. 

*“* in the harder towns, 
2 ^inily s«ch as Hebron, the reality of 

road is i k?J2f ncd V these roads that chop the West 

at Arhn tttere ^hy- Bank into pieces means more 

forfive says Jl sonly than the honeyed words of 
raf *K w , y ? arS ' ? e *“* Is- Western diplomats and satellite 
raeh employer standing beside television reporters. “We will 
mm. listening mtently to our have onto cantons," Abdul-Haj, 

this k rmk? 1 ' ■ / V? fal sa > s a grocer of Hebroo compiained 

tms is only for a transitional pe- to me an hour later. “Arafat will 

Rm h™-” be the mukhtar of the cantons. 

m !y look : we ,ook at the You have to understand that he 
c S,° str H ct i d on crushed is not going to help us. He only 
-"^ree mchesof tarmac seeks power and for this he will 
safety bameis and el- wort for the Israelis. 1 remera- 
egnt road signs in Hebrew, berwhat Golda Meirsaid to Sa- 
cost millions; anyone dat when he visited Jerusalem, 
who believes this is built for only She said that the government of 
nve years must be financially in- any state should work for its 
° r ”. CTe a new people. And this is our problem 
highway linking the settlers of because our Arab leaders don’t 
Krryat Arba outside Hebron to work for their people - only for 
tijc eternal andunified capital power. The Israelis work for 
ot Israel that will last 20 years their people. This is why the 
or more. Naim of Gaza smiled. Israelis are strong and we are 
Hetrusted Mr Arafat, he said, weak; which is why we must go 
And his Israeli employer, bud- back to Islam." 
dling in his rain cape, nodded Across the windy hill behind 

^agreement. Abdul-Haj of Hebron, David of 

• ma ybe Naim of Gaza is Kiiyat Arba, immensely tall, 22 
right. After all, only half an hour years old, a Jewish student at 
earlier two Israeli taxi-drivers Shiloh waiting for an bus, 

outside die King David Hotel was more ambig uous, armed 
in Israeli West Jerusalem had with the arguments that Arab 
pointedly refused to drive me to gue rrilla leaders used to deploy 
Arab East Jerusalem. So much, in front of Western journalists 
I thought at the time, for the 15 years ago. “I think what Ra- 
“eiernal and unified" capital of bin did was wrong - but it was 
IsraeL But those “settler roads" wrong that he should be killed. 
- lo allow settlers on confiscated Because it is wrong for any man 
Arab land to drive to Jerusalem to take the life of any other man. 
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Flag day: Palestinian banners are hoisted over Manger Square, Bethlehem, angering some Christians 


1 do not believe in this peace 
process. 1 will only leave here 
in one way: in a co ffin. 1 believe 
in the Bible. This land was 
given to us." 

Like a tape cassette, David 
moved through the Biblical 
quotations. His parents had 
moved from Morocco to Kiiy- 
at Aiba, believing that God had 
given Judea and Samaria lo the 
Jews. He captured the very 
spirit of the old men of the 
Palestinian revolution whom I 
used to meet in Beirut in the 
late 1970s: commitment without 


imagination. Perhaps all fun- 
damentalism should be defined 
in this way. the integrity of 
their quarrel undefiled by 
doubt. But Lfaen up walked 
Eilan of Eilat - and the 
anonymity of all family names 
in this report are at the specif- 
ic request of their Arab and 
Jewish owners - who was an 
Arabic-speaking Israeli soldier 
of 20 on joint-Israeli- Palestin- 
ian patrols in the West Bank. 

“Whatever they tell you," he 
said - and here he nodded in 
David’s direction - “we have no 


business in Bethlehem or Tulka- 
rem or Shkhcim (Nablus). We 
should be out of there. It’s not 
our land." 

But what about the settlers 
themselves. I asked? Was it 
their land? Many smiles here, 
but few words. “Look, 1 can’t 
talk politics, just to say that we 
should give back their towns." 
And East Jerusalem? “Never." 
Eilan replied, all of which sug- 
gested that Abdul-Haj and his 
predictions of “cantons" was too 
close to the mark. 

In Bethlehem, on the eve of 


its “liberation" from Israeli 
troops, the Palestinians pre- 
ferred to avoid the subject of 
Jerusalem. “It should be an in- 
ternational dry." the lour guide 
insisted - no identity here, not 
even a Christian name - “and 
the religious sites must be con- 
trolled by Christians. Muslims 
and Jews." I had heard this ar- 
gument a thousand times. But 
the declaration of principles, the 
final status negotiations on 
Jerusalem - what was to become 
of them. 1 asked? And the 
guide, a thin, raincoated figure 


ANC supporters die as political violence continues 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

Gunmen have shot and burned 
to death nine people in Kwa- 
Zulu-Natal - the second time in 
less than a week that entire fam- 
ilies have been slaughtered in 
political violence in South 
Africa's most troubled province. 

While the rest of the country 
is obsessed with the ravages of 
a crime explosion. KwaZulu- 
Natal is caught in a bloody 
evde of political violence pitting 
Nelson Mandela’s African Na- 


tional Congress (ANC) against 
its rivals in the mainly Zulu 
Inkatha Freedom Parly (TFP) of 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 

Tuesday night’ s killing s took 
place in the Mvutshini area on 
the KwaZulu-Natal south coasL 
Gunmen first attacked the 
home of an SO-year-oId woman, 
shooting her dead. They then 
moved to a nearby village and 
set a but on fire. One of the vic- 
tims. a woman, was shot- The 
rest inside, four of them chil- 
dren. died in the blaze. 

“The motive appears to be 


political because the nine vic- 
tims were ANC folio were and 
this attack is linked to the 
Inkatha and ANC conflict in this 
area which has being going on 
for a long time," Superintendent 
Herman Fourie, a local police 
spokesman, said. 

Both the ANC and Inkatha 
condemned the killings and 
said the attacks were the work 
of those who opposed peace. 

However, ihe ANC spokes- 
man in the area where the 
attacks occurred pointed a fin- 
ger at Inkatha. “The indications 


are the attackers were from the 
IFR" Ravi Pilhv said. Bui be 
conceded that ‘the attackers 
could have been third-party 
provocateurs. 

An 1FP member of parlia- 
ment, Velaphi Ndfcivu. said that 
he believed there was a "third 
group" fanning violence in the 
south coast area, killing ANC 
and IFP members in the hope 
of sparking a wider conflict. 

The south coast was the 
scene of two gruesome attacks 
on two families last Friday. In 
all gunmen killed 10 people, in- 


cluding a baby. This time the vic- 
tims were ail" IFP supporters. 

Those killings came just 
hours after President Mandela 
and Chief Buthelezi met in 
Durban and announced that 
they would soon launch an 
initiative to end the violence in 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

“Violence in this province is 
of such a magnitude that it is a 
matter of concern to (Buthelezi] 
and myself," the President said 
on Friday. “It is our duty to en- 
sure we work together to pul an 
end to violence," he added. 


Human rights monitors have 
said that violence in the province 
has actually been decreasing re- 
cently. The independent Human 
Rights Committee said that 37 
people died in political violence 
in November, the lowest 
monthly figure for five years. 

Other observers do not place 
too much faith in those figures, 
saving that outstanding political 
differences between the ANC 
and the IFP ensure that the 
province will remain a tinderbox. 
Local elections in March are 
likely to intensify the killings. 


vide© 
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with an equally thin moustache, 
shrugged his shoulders. "This is 
not my business." 

But of course, it is his busi- 
ness. At present he cannot even 
drive the few miles to 
Jerusalem, let alone call it his 
capital. To travel to Ramallah 
or Jericho from Bethlehem, 
there is a newly improved road 
- the Arafat trail - that swoops 
dangerously into wadis and 
across escarpments, providing 
West Bank Palestinians with just 
the merest glance of the spires 
of the citv fhev cannot visit. 


According to Steven Fried- 
man. the director of the Centre 
for Policy Studies, an examina- 
tion of last war's election results 
shows, that polls in KwaZulu- 
Natal have nothing to do with 
voter choice: “They are about 
territory . 

" The province's recent history 
shows that control of territory 
is usually achieved b\ force. So 
if the parties fight a vigorous 
election campaign, they are un- 
likely in rely on posters and 
dour- lo-door canvass i ng alone." 
he said. 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

In the Prime Minister's office ii 
was difficult to find a ehair to 
sit on. In the streets of 
Jerusalem cars disappeared and 
shops shuL Some *3 per cent of 
Israelis watching television on 
Tuesday night saw the videotape 
of the murder of Yitzhak Ra- 
bin, filmed by Roni Kemplcr 
from the roof of a shop over- 
looking the site of the 
assassination. 

Shimon Peres, the new Prime 
Minister, was reported to have 
watched himself pass within 
feet of the assassin with “eyes 
glued to the screen". At one 
point he turned to Rabin's dri- 
ver. Mena hem Damli. and said 
he and Rabin had almost got 
into the ear when .Amir struck. 
"That's right." Mr Daniti 
replied. “We almost managed lo 
gel in. It was a few seconds 
between life and death." 

Six weeks after the assassi- 
nation. the eight-minute video, 
the only pictures of the event, 
has revived the sense of shock. 
Ycdiot Aharanoi . publishing Mr 
Kempler's pictures, said: "The 
national wound is open and 
bleeding. It will not heal. Not 
for months, not for years, not 
for a generation." The ease 
with which Yigal Amir was 
able to penetrate the security 
men around Rabin has also re- 
doubled criticism of the Shin 
Bel internal security agency. 

Rabin left the rally with tour 
bodyguards, hut woof them lelt 
him as he approached his car. 
According to testimony given to 
the Shamgar commission, which 
is investigating l he assassination, 
one was engaged in moving 
equipment belonging to Avi 
Gefen. a singer w ho performed 
at the rally. A second was try- 
ing to keep back the crowds be- 
cause the police had not put up 
enough barriers. 

Had all four bodyguards 
stayed at their posts. Amir still 
might have got through. The 
area where the killing took 
place, behind Tel Aviv town hall, 
is only a side street which w.is 
cordoned off. Only a much 
heavier detachment of guards 
cuuld have stopped Amir, who 
had no thought ot escape and 
was prepared to die in order to 
assassinate Rabin. 
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Belgian police and 
airline strikers clash 

Brussels — Striking workers at 
the Belgian national airline 
Sabena clashed with police yes- 
terday at Brussels airport, 
adding to the chaos facing pas- 
sengers after the carrier can- 
celled flights for the second day 
in a row. 

A crowd of up to 2,000 pro- 
testers threw stones and eggs 
as police barred them from en- 
tering the building. Police later 
turned water cannons on the 
demonstrators, who descended 
on the airport tarmac, before 
rounding them up. Reuser 

Crash data impaired 

Moscow — The flight recorder 
of a plane that crashed on 6 De- 
cember in Russia's far east with 
97 people on board is so badly 
damaged its data cannot for the 
moment be deciphered. The 
Khabarovsk .Airlines plane went 
missing on a flight from 
Sakhalin island. Reuter 

Corruption inquiry 

Paris — An investigating 
magistrate ordered Martin 
Bouvcues. the chairman or the 
French construction giant 
Bouveucs. held in custody for 
a further 24 hours yesterday in 
an inquire into alleged dlegal 
political pay-ofts- Reuter 

Governor dies 

Georgetown. Barbados — Nita 
Barrow 79. Barbados first 

Thesdav after collapsing at a par- 
ty- Dame Niia was 
governor general in 1990. AT 

Border controls stay 

Ostend — France announced 

hpJ&s** 

Eta suspects i a,,e f 

p^ri* — A court sentenced 70 


after a mo- lri ? l. 

rained a. 

•utionals. 

stro in trouble 

- A court in Brescia, 
t Italy, fix- been asked 
‘^ W iodiPicuo.the 

ie uho led iNf COUO S * 

reprion drive. JJe 
against him ** 
abuse of office Reuter 


Prince has Gigi from 
Georgia on his mind 


ELIZABETH NASH 
Madrid 

The best-laid plans of the 
Queen of Spain to steer her 
only son away from an 
unsuitable match with a 
commoner and into the arms 
of a royal lady seem to have 
gone awry. The heir to the 
throne. Prince Felipe, packed 
off across the Atlantic to 
forget his first gnat amor, has 
fallen heavily for a middle- 
class American student from 
a small town in Georgia. 

The mainstream Spanish 
press is full of reports that the 
prince, 27, described in gossip 
magazines as one of the 
wood’s sexiest men, is serioos 
about Giselle (Gigi) Howard 
and pops over to New York at 
every opportunity to see her. 
The prince met Gigi a year 
ago while be was studying for 
his . master’s degree at 
Georgetown University where 
he graduated in July. 

Gigi, 24, is the youngest of 
three daughters of a 
telephone company 

supervisor - described by 
Tiempo magazine as a “typical 
bourgeois American family". 
They were introduced by the 
Prince’s cousin, Paul of 
Greece, whose millionaire 
wife, Marie Chantal Miller, 
works for the same children’s 
charity as Ms Howard. 

Ms Howard hit the 



Love-lorn: Isabel Sartorius, an intelligent commoner 
was deemed unsuitable for Prince Felipe Photograph: Rex 


headlines in Judc when a 
paparazzo, Carlos Aniazu, 
was caught trying to bug her 
telephone but it turned out 
he was trying to bug the 
wrong flat. He was, however, 
on the right track. Months 
before, the prince said he 
would not spend Easter with 
his family in Majorca as 
usual, but would stay in 
Washington swotting for his 
finals. Instead, he flew with 
Gigi for a weekend to the 
Caribbean island of St 
Martin, signing in as Mr 
Borbon. . Arriazu snatched 
more than 1,000 photos, 
Tiempo says. The prince 
visited New York again last 
month, where the couple 
made no effort to conceal 
their 


friendship. 

Meanwhile Epoca 

magazine hints that the 
prince's first love. Isabel 
Sanorins. could be back in 
the frame. After months of 
reclusion, she returned to the 
spotlight this week when her 
path crossed the prince's in 
Madrid. Queen Sofia 

disapproved of that 
relationship and is thought to 
have packed the prince off to 
Washington to put an end lo 
it, to the sorrow of the 
Spanish public. As a 
commoner, albeit beautiful, 
intelligent and of nobie birth, 
and the niece of a leading 
Communist, Isabel was 
deemed unsuitable. 

A string of princesses has 
been trailed across the 


Lenient measures for Nigeria 


Commonwealth ministers yes- 
terday agreed a softly-softly 
statement on Nigeria, intending 
lo nudge the regime towards 
democracy, writes Steve 
Crawshaw. Theoretically, the 
agr eed statement was to be an 
ironfisth ‘.velvet glove. But the 
velvet was more obvious. 

A special “action group” of 
eight Commonwealth foreign 
ministers, meeting in London, 
spelled out the terms of Nige- 
ria's suspension from the Com- 
monwealth last month, and 
announced possible future mea- 
sures to be taken against the 
military regime. 

Britain was “quite content” 
with the statement, officials 
said. “Everything now depends 


on the Nigerians. They must 
show that they arc serious about 
moving towards democracy." 

The group agreed that five 
ministers should visit Nigeria, 
perhaps next month, “to pursue 
dialogue with the Nigerian gov- 
ernment at the highest level". 
The group is due to meet again 
in April “to review progress". 

Options still on the table, and 
listed in the statement, include 
freezing the assets of Nigerian 
leaders and their families; action 
to prevent new investment: and 

‘‘partial trade embargoes, for in- 
stance ofl sanctions'’. 

Sian Mudenge, the Zim- 
babwe foreign minister and 
chairman of the group, em- 
phasised that yesterday’s dec- 


laration was adopted unani- 
mously. But this was because the 
statement represented, in effect, 
a lowest common denominator. 

Those who signed up 
included the representatives of 
Malaysia and Ghana. Both 
countries failed to vote for a re- 
cent United Nations motion 
critical of Nigeria. 

Nigeria was suspended from 
the Commonwealth last month, 
one dav after the execution or the 

writer kenSaro-Wiwa and eight 
others. But there is little enthu- 
siasm for following that action, 
even though Nigeria has shown 
little desire to change. An op- 
position protest in Lagos this 
week was banned, and dispersed 
by riot police with tear gas. 
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Viscount 

Watkinson 


Harold Watkinson was trained 
as an engineer and. applying a 
mind which was rigorous and 
well-defined, entered parlia- 
mentary politics in the genera! 
election of 1950 as Conservative 
MP for Woking. He was. al- 
ready. a highly successful busi- 
nessman and like many before 
and after him (the laic John 
Davies and today Sir James 
Goldsmith spring in mind), be- 
lieved that businessmen could 
handle government far more ef- 
ficiently and effectively than 
could politicians. He found out, 
however, that politics was an art 
of its own. and that the meth- 
ods of man management that he 
had evolved for himself in busi- 
ness were ineffective when ap- 
plied to the emotional, and 
often tortuous, handling of 
political affairs. 

Although a highly competent 
manager, Watkinson never de- 
veloped the sheer skill and 
sure-footedness manifested by 
his main patron. Harold Mac- 
millan. The peak of his politi- 
cal career land the metaphor is 
apt. for he was an enthusiastic 
mountaineer) was attained 
when Macmillan made him 
Minister of Defence in 1959: he 
held the post until 1962. when 
the Prime Minister decided 
that Watkinson-stylc manage- 
ment was not to his liking. 
Watkinson left politics for ever 
in 1964. For years, however, he 
continued to write about mili- 
tary matters, most often in 
letters to the Times. 

Watkinson was bom in 1910 
and educated at Queen's Col- 
lege. Taunton, and King's Col- 
lege London, where he read 
Engineering. Before the out- 
break of the Second World 
War he had been courting a 
beautiful young lady. Vera 
Langmead." Once war began 
he - already a keen sailor - 
signed up with the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve: but he also 
suggested to Miss Langmead 
that they get married prompt- 
ly "because", he said later. T 
could not work out how long the 
war would last, nor whether 1 
would survive it- Therefore. I 
concluded that we should get 
some marital bliss in first." 
Many young men then married 
thus in haste, and repented lat- 
er. Watkinson did not have to 
repent: but he married his Vera 
in November 1939 

He became Tory candidate 


for Woking, and won the seat 
in the 1950 general election, 
which election marked the dy- 
ing fall of the An lee government 
firti elected in 1945.lt was. how- 
ever. mure than a year before 
Churchill resumed office. In 
1951 Watkinson became Par- 
liainentaty Private Secretary lo 
the Minister of Transport and 
Civil Aviation. .After a stint at 
the Ministry of Labour, he re- 
turned to his old department as 
its head, in 1955. 

As he rose through relative- 
ly junior ranks Watkinson 

earned a well-deserv ed reputa- 



Watkinson: man management 


lion as a superbly competent or- 
ganiser. In 1959. therefore. 
Macmillan made him Minister 
for Defence. This was a some- 
what anomalous job. created for 
himself by Churchill in 1940, in 
order tu take power from the 
three Service ministries. Bui it 
was. until 1959. a job really only 
made for such a man as 
Churchill, ft was not made for 
a non -political politician. 

Macmillan, moreover— who 
had served, briefly, as Minister 
of Defence himself- had a par- 
ticular dream for the depart- 
ment. h was. essentially, to 
reduce the power and the sta- 
tus of individual Service minis- 
ters. and to make the senior 
minister the senior man. 
Watkinson. he thought was the 
ideal individual to bring about 
such a revolution. 

Two difficulties presented 
themselves. Charm was needed 
to persuade the Service chiefs 
to agree to re-organisation: 
Watkinson did not have the nec- 
essary charm. And. then. Wat- 
kinson's ideas of management 
w ere very different from those 
of the Prime Minister. Waifcin- 
son thought that the best way 


of proceeding was to find the 
soldiers, sailors and airmen 
best suited, technically, to their 
jobs, and to let them get on with 
things. Macmillan's idea was to 
impose a visionary concept of 
a united service organisation on 
the suspicious and often cap- 
tious individual forces. By 1962 
he concluded that Watkinson 
was not the man for the job. In- 
stead. he employed Duncan 
Saudys, with his fearsome rep- 
utation as a hatchet man, and 
then Peter Thomeycroft who 
was equally ferocious. The First 
Sea Lord, Earl Mountbatten of 
Burma, was employed to do the 
charming. Macmillan had no il- 
lusions about this. “Poor Dick- 
ie." he wrote, “talks all the lime 
and has (with all his charm) a 
very limited mental capacity." 

Watkinson was rewarded 
(this was Macmillan's own way 
of man management) with a 
Companionship of Honour, 
and a peerage. He was never fol- 
ly consoled, but he made for 
himself a glittering and lucrative 
career in the business world be- 
coming, among many other 
things, managing director of 
Schweppes, executive chairman 
of Cadbury Schweppes, and a 
director of the Midland Bank. 

He also found time for a host 
of good causes, for his remark- 
able energy sustained him un- 
til nearly the end of his life. He 
was a bluff man, who did not 
suffer fools. But he was out of 
place in a political world which 
was coming ever more to rely 
on a style which he did not pos- 
sess. rather than a substance 
which he undoubtedly did. 

Patrick Cosgrave 

Harold Arthur Watkinson, politi- 
cian and businessman : bom 25 
January 1910; MP (Conservative) 
for Woking 1950-64: PPS to the 
Minister of Transport and Civil 
Aviation 1951-52; Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to Ministry' of 
Labour and National Service 
1952-55; PC 1955; Minuter of 
Transport and Chil Aviation 
1955-59; Minister of Defence 
1959-62; CH 1962; group man- 
aging director. Schweppes Ltd 
1963-68. chairman, Cadbury 
Schweppes Ltd J 989-74; created 
1964 Viscount Watkinson: Pres- 
ident. CB1 1976-77; Chairman. 
Council BIM 196S-70. President 
1973-78; married 1939 Vera 
Langmead int o daughters); died 
19 December 1995. 


Ian Finlay 


lan Finlay, former Director of 
the Royal Scottish Museum in 
Edinburgh, was a well-known 
figure in the arts of Scotland. 
Under his charge the museum's 
collection of Scottish silver was 
significantly enhanced, and his 
book-4 History of Scottish Gold 
and Silver Work (1956. revised 
in 1991) remains the standard 
text in this field. 

Finlay's visionary approach 
inspired his staff. Many new de- 
velopments germinated. Finlay 
began the continuing pro- 
gramme of building renewal at 
Chambers Street: he estab- 
lished the education section of 
the museum. Having inherited 
a fine new lecture theatre from 
his predecessor, he started a 
programme of public lectures 
unsurpassed in Britain. He 
staged a series of special exhi- 
bitions of lasting influence, 
many in association with the Ed- 
inburgh Festival. Of particular 
significance was the exhibition 
“Byzantine An" (1^58). 
brought together by David and 
Tamara Talbot Rice, which in- 
cluded many objects from be- 
hind the Iron Curtain shown in 
the West for the first time since 
the Second World War. These 


exhibitions were beautifully 
arranged by the design section 
which he had inaugurated. 

Finlay was bom in Auckland 
in 1906, but was no antipodean 
- his parents relumed with him 
to their native Scotland when he 
was six weeks old. .After the Ed- 
inburgh Academy and Edin- 
burgh University "he joined the 
the Royal Scottish Museum in 
1932. During the war he was 
seconded to the Ministry of In- 
formation and was Deputy Re- 
gional Officer for Scotland from 
1942 to 1944. 

I first met Finlay when I 
joined the staff of the Royal 
Scottish Museum in 1950. 
Young at heart, he was Assistant 
Keeper in charge of the silver 
collections, and silver was his 
lasting love. Among rhe im- 
portant pieces acquired in his 
time I remember his delight 
when the museum's bid for the 
LennoxJove toilet service was 
successful. This famous French 
17th-century set belonged to the 
Duchess of Richmond and Len- 
nox. "La Belle Stcwan~. Finlay 
thought it perhaps the finest 
thing of its kind in existence. 

Finlay served as Keeper of 
the Depart raeni of An and 


Ethnography from 1955 to 
1961. when he was appointed to 
the directorship of the museum. 
He retired in 1971. But his 
concern for the arts was not con- 
fined to the museum. He was 
active in the Scottish Arts 
Council and the Edinburgh 
Festival Council. He cared 
greatly for the built environment 
and for eight taxing years was 
Secretary to the Royal Fine Art 
Commission for Scotland. 

Ian Finlay made many BBC 
broadcast talks on art and oth- 
er topics. His love of country 
shines through his many books 
on Scotland and its people. 

Charles D. Waters ton 

William Ian Robertson Finlay, 
tmiseitm curator: bom Auck- 
land, New Zealand 2 December 
1906: staff. Royal Scottish Mu- 
seum 1932-7 i. Keeper of the 
Department of Art and Ethnog- 
raphy 1955-61, Director 1961-71: 
Secretary, Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission for Scotland 1953-61; 
CBE 1965: FRS.4 1971; Profes- 
sor of Antiquities to the Royal 
Scottish Academy 1971-95; mar- 
ried 1933 Mary Pringle (two 
sons, one daughter}; died 
Edinburgh 10 December 1995. 
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Dynamic: Verchinina dancing with the De Basil company in the 1930s 


Photograph: Hutton Deutsch 


Nina Verchinina 


Nina Verchinina enjoyed a long 
and varied career in Russian 
ballet and was particularly no- 
table for the modernistic trend 
she contributed to the classical 
dance. 

She made annual appear- 
ances with the De Basil Ballet 
Russe at the Royal Opera 
House. Covent Garden, 
throughout the Thirties, and 
may still be remembered by 
some for the fluid plasticity of 
her style. She was an inspiration 
to Leonide Massine who cre- 
ated specific roles for her in his 
symphonic ballets. Les Presages 
(Tchaikovsky. 1933), Chorc- 
ariium (Brahms. 1933) and 
Symphonic fantastique (Berlioz. 
1936). 

The Times ' s critic Cyril Beau- 
mont wrote: "Her arms were re- 
markable for the varying quality 
of movement. Sometimes they 
described beautiful curves, 
moving with a gentle rhythm 
like the ripple of a wave: some- 
times they darted forward or 
backwards with the sudden 
swiftness of the flick of a 
whiplash. So dynamic were her 
movements that she seemed to 
radiate power." 

Massine himself, writing 
about Chareaniwn. said: “To the 
second movement I compose a 
slow solemn dance for Ver- 
ehinina. who gave a haunting 
performance as a restless 
brooding creature in thrall to 
some sombre destiny." 

Arnold Haskell, in the Daily 
Telegraph on 16 June 1936, ex- 
alted: “The triumph was Ver- 
chinina! Last night she not only 
gave the performance of her ca- 
reer but shewed herself to stand 
alone as the symphonic 
dancer." 

Verchinina was undoubtedly 


the prototype of the new ex- 
pressive classical dancer who 
combined modem influences in 
a freer style. But she was also 
gifted for character roles such 
as Chiarina in Le Camaval , the 
street dancer in Beau Danube , 
and the snow maiden in Le 
Soleil de Nuii and other char- 
acter works such as FVince Igor. 
Much in demand, Verchinina 
frequently left the De Basil 
company to pursue her career 
as a dancer and choreograph- 
er in San Francisco and South 
America. She possessed an in- 
novative strain and was ambi- 
tious to be more than just a 
dancer. 

Nina Verchinina was bom in 
Moscow in 1910 and spent her 
childhood in Shanghai where 
she commenced ballet training. 
As a teenager she arrived in 
Paris to continue her studies 
with Olga Preobrajenska and 
Bronislava Nijinska. It was to 
her great advantage that she 
took the unlikely course of 
studying the central European 
style of Rudolf von Laban which 
extended her range and gave 
her an individual quality of 
movement. 

She made her first stage ap- 
pearance with Lhe Ida Ruben- 
stein company in Paris in 1929. 
Three years later she joined the 
Ballets Russes de Monte Car- 
lo and remained with that com- 
pany throughout the Thirties in 
its various guises under the di- 
rectorship at different times of 
Rene Blum, Leonide Massine 
and Colonel de Basil. During 
that decade she acquired in- 
ternational fame and married 
Count Jean Beausacq, who lat- 
er was to contribute signifi- 
cantly by financing her own 
companies. During the Second 


World War she established her 
reputation in Cuba and South 
America while still maintaining 
contact with de Basil. 

Her life was always busy and 
roving. After the war she again 
returned to Europe, touring 
with de Basil. In 1949 she 
formed her own company to 
lour Spain, but South America 
had become the land of op- 
portunity for her. In 1950 she 
was guest choreographer at the 
Teatro de la Plato, Buenos 
Aires. In 1952, as ballet mistress 
and choreographer, she creat- 
ed the Ballet Universidad de 
Cuyo at Mendoza, Argentina, 
producing such ballets as Pas- 
toral Sytrvphony (Handel), Nar - 
cisse ( Ravel), Rhapsody in Blue 
(Gershwin) and Salome (Rich- 
ard Strauss). Once more in Rio 
de Janeiro she undertook 
choreographies for the Casino 
Copacabana at the same time 
becoming guest choreographer 
to the Teatro MunidpaL 

During the following years 
she formed another company. 
Ballet Nina Verchinina, in Rio, 
making several tours of the 
South Americas. Periodically 
she returned to choreograph 
ballets for the Ballet Rio de 
Janeiro. Eventually settling in 
Copacabana, she organised her 
own studio and performing 
group which kept her occu- 
pied for the rest of her life. Like 
many dancers of her era she re- 
tained a sturdy physique and 
continued to work into old age. 

John Gregory 


Nina Verchinina, dancer, teacher 
and choreographer bom 
Moscow 1910; married Count 
Jean de Beausacq ; died Co- 
pacabana. Brazil 16 December 
1995. 


Konrad Zuse 


If Germany had been a victor 
in the Second World Wir, the® 
today Konrad Zuse would prob- 
ably be recognised world-wide 
as the father of the computer. 

In 1941 he completed the Zl, 
die world’s first folly operational 
automatic digital computer a 
mechanical device of fcnited ca- 
pacity aod speed. Zuse then.de- , 

1. J! -X * 1 " - hfi*i>rl 



on telephone relay technology, 
and planned a much foster ma- 
chine to be built with electron- 
ic tubes. This had only reached 
the stage of a small prototype 
when, in 1942, the project was 
axed by the German Army 
Command. As one historian lat- 
er wrote, Ziise “cracked open 
the door to an awesome and 
strange new world, but. that, 
door slammed shut before he 
could pass through”. 

Zuse was born in 1910 in 
Berlin, the son of a post office 
official. As a boy be was gifted 
in both the arts and sciences an 
accomplished artist and an en- 
thusiastic amateur actor, he 


Up to this time, Zuse's m3' 
chines fed been based on relay 
technology, which lintited com- 
puting speeds to a few arith- 
metic operations, a second. 
Schreyer proposed that thetr 
next machine should be based 
on electronic tubes, which 
wouldbe potentially adwusand 
times fester- Only a 150-fiine 
• ” 'tied 


and decided to make his living 
as an engineer. In 1927 he en- 
rolled at the Technical Univer- 
sity of Beriin-Chariottenburg, 
where he studied civil engi- 
neering. On graduating in 1935 
he became a stress analyst for 
the Henscbel Aircraft Compa- 
ny, where he worked on prob- 
lems of aircraft vibration. Stress 
analysis involved .formidable 
calculations, which could then 
onfy^be performed with great 

“computers” equipped with 
desk calc ulating machines. 

Zuse was seduced by the 
caJcufetmg problem. Wjriangm 
he own time in the evenings and 
at weekends, he began to design 
and build a mechanical com- 
puter in the living room of his 
parents’ bouse. He called the 
computer the “VI" for Ver- 
sucbsmodel 1 - Experimental 
Model 1. (After the war he re- 
named his machines Zl, Z2 etc, 
to avoid confusion witftWcm- 
her von Braun's flying bombs.) 
As a c omputer builder, Zuse 
worked as an amateur, com? 
plctely outside the mathemat- 
ical community, although he 
obtained some financial assis- 
tance from a local calculating 
machine manufacturer. He also 
persuaded a former university 
classmate, Helmut Schreyer, 
to work with him. 

'When it was completed in 
1938 the Zl was too small and 
erode for realistic calculations, 
so plans were laid for a full-scale 
machine. In 1939 war broke out, 
however, and Zxise was drafted 
into the infantry to serve in the 
front line. It took months of 



Desert-feland computing: Zuse 
wttti Ms Z4 computer, d94 2 


ZOmmarid to accept the milftaiy 
significance of Zuse’s comput- 
ing work and allow him to re- 
turn to his computer building.. 
He now joined the Third Re- 
ich’s Aerodynamics Research . 
Institute which funded the 
building of a full-scale com- 
puter, the 23. The Z3 became 
operational in December 1941, 
and was by two years the world's 
first practical automatic com- 


When the project was discon- 
tinued as the German mihtaiv 
authorities believed the end of 
the war was in sight. 

In 1943, when the tide turned 
against Germany, the Z3 was 
destroyed by the Allied arc 
raids on Berlin- ’With the inter- 
vention of Wernher von Braun 
the Z4was taken to safety in the 
underground Harz mountain 
chambers where the VI and V2 
frying bombs were being devel- 
oped. With extreme material 
shortages of every kind, Zuse 
and Schreyer had to abandon 
computer building. As the war 

came to its end, Schrej er, a Nazi 

Party member, fled to South 
Ame rica, while Zuse, who was 
neither a party member nor a 
dissident, retreated to an Alpine 
village, Hmterstedn,for the next 
few years; there he first rescued 

and then presaved the precious 

Z4 computer in a stable. 

He began to look at an aspect 
of computing that (fid not re- 
quire physical resources -com- 
puter programming. He devised 
a remarkable system, the Ptan- 
kalkul, which anticipated many 
programming concepts that 
only surfaced in the United 
States and Britain in the early 
1 950$. l ike his earlier comput- 
er work, the Plankalkul was a 
kind of desert-island compu ting 
- entirely born of Zuse’s mind, 
neither influenced by, nor 
influencing, the work of others. 

In 1949, when the first elec- 
tronic computers in America 
and Britain were becoming op- 
erational, the Federal Poly- 
technic Institute in Zurich 
acquired the carefully preserved 
2A. Refurbished, it was pressed 
into service in 1950, heljping to 
establish the institute as a lead- 
ing centre of computing 
research in continental Europe. 

In 1950, as German industry 
re-established itself, Zuse, stiff 
only 40, set tmasuccessfol com- 
puter manufecturingbusiness. 
Zuse KGVthe firm (adduced a 
number of slow b u t in offensiv e 
relay -based computers, before 
making ml95& the 222, a full- 
scale electronic computer of 
which some 50 were sold. The 
19GQs were a dffficoli period for 
the' European industry, with 
the onslaught of IBM and the 
American giants. In 1967, Zuse 
KG was acqmred by Siemens. 
Zuse remained active as a con-, 
suhanl and researcher for sev- 
eral years, In his retirement he 
devoted his time to sketching 
and painting. He •; was an 
accomplished and natural, 
draughtsman. 

Outside Germany, Konrad 
Zuse was almost unknown un- 
til the 1960s, arid his computer 
research had no discernible im- 
pacton the mainstream of com- 
puter development. Even' his 
was not published in 
English until 1972, when soft- 
ware bad advanced sofarbe- 
wnd his work of 1945 that it ’was 
little more than an academic cu- 
riosity. But a new generation of 
computer scientists and engi- 
neers recognised the enormity 
of Zuse’s accomplishments, 
which were even more impres- 
sive for having been undertak- 
en in almost. total infotjoip. In 
the 1970s .and l98Gs'25ise was 
showered w&B honorary de- 
grees, and awards and medals . 
- from, the computer and elec- 
trical engineering institutions. 

Martha Campbell-KeHy 

Konrad Zuse, computer scientist: 
bam Berlin 22 June 1910; man- . 
ried (two sons, two dmtgh/ers, 
and one son deceased); died 
Hunfcld, Germany 19 December 
1995. 


BIRTHS 

DURBIN: To Jan-: lie unJ Pv-lur. a '■in. 
Edgar, brother for Henry. 18 De- 
cember in London. 

DEATHS 

DEVERELL: On IS December. Colville 
Montgomery, GBE KCMG CVQ. 
aged S£. Dev died peacefully after 
eight years' devoted care, fini ai the 
Fairmik Hospital. Wallincford. later 
at West Oat. Wokingham. Much 
loved and Iovuik husband or Margy. 
devoted father and grandfather. For- 
mer Governor of Mauritius and Sec- 
retary General. IPPF. Funeral at Si 
Nicholas' Church. Rcmenham. Hcn- 
ley-on-Thamcs 230pm. Wednesday 
3 January. Family flenren. only. Do- 
nations. if desired, to Alzheimer'* Dis- 
ease Socictv. 10 Grceflcont Place. 
London SWIP 1PH. 

FLETCHER: Professor Charles. CBE 
FRCP, peacefully at homo in London 
on 15 December, aged K4. Dearly 
loved husband of Louisa, much- loved 
father and grandfather. Funeral ser- 
vice at Holy Trinity Church, d.ipham 
Common, at 12 noon on Friday 22 De- 
cember. Memorial service to be .in- 
nounced later. Eimily Doftcrs only, hut 


Births, 



* 


donations may be seni tu the British 
DoteucAratiaiion. lOOueen Anne 
Street. London W1M 0BD. 
WADDINGTON: Marjorie Edith (rule 
Harding), wife of Eric James (de- 
ceased i. mother of David and John, 
and grandmother nf Matthew. Rupert 
and Jessica, peacefully in hospital on 
Sunday 17 December, after a keg and 
valiant battle ngjlnsi the effects of a 
stroke, aged 90. Funeral service wfl] 
be held at St Matthew's. Dayswaiur. 
un Wednesday 10 January at 1pm. 
Family flowers only, but donations if 
vj wished would be welcome for the 
Stroke Association, either direct!) or 
c'o J.H. Kenyon. 8? West bourne 
Gr*>e. London W2 JUL- 

Far Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS please telephone 0171-293 
2(11 1 or fax to 0171-293 2010. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Kathleen Adler. 
Christopher Brown, Neil MacGregor. 
“A Week Before Christ mas fivj: 
Rembrandt, Veronese. Catena”. 
2 pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: John 
Cooper. “NPG Christinas Out?"', 
J.lflpm. 


British Museum: Delia Pemberton. 
"Talcs of the Buddha". f.J5pHL 

Christopher Bedingfieid 

Evening Prayer will be sun& in the 
Chapel of Gray's inn. London WCt, 
on Tuesday 2 j January 1996 at 5pm. 
in memory of Christopher Beding- 
Geld TD QC. Tickets are not required. 


Birthdays 

Mr Alexander Bennett, Tormer chair- 
man. Whitbread and Co, 82: Air 
Commandant Dame Jean Bromci, 
former Director. WRAP. 83: Mrs 
Chris Evert-Uoyd. tennis champion. 
41; Miss Jane Fonda, actress. 5S: Mr 
James Hill MP. 69: Mr Peter John- 
son. Headmaster. Wrelan College. 

Sir Frederick Lawton, former judge. 
S-i; Mr Wyndjum Milligan, former 
Principal, Watsey Hall, Oxford. 

Sir John Nabarro. consultant physi- 
cian. 80; Mr Steve Penyman. foot- 
baller, 44: Mr Anthony Powell, 
novelist, 90; Mr John Quayle. actor. 
57; Sir John Quinton, chairman, 
George Whnpey. 66; Flt-Lt William 
Reid VC 7 4; Brigadier \fcra Rooke, 
former Director, Army Nursing, Ser- 
vices. 71: Mr Walter Spanghcro. 
rugby player, 52; Mr Michael Tilson 
Thomas, conductor. 51: Mr Ptler Tin- 
niswood. playwright. 59; Mr Cyril 
Townsend MP. 58; Mr James Tye, 
Director-General. British Safety 
Council. 74; Mr Doug Waiters, crick- 
eter. 50: Mr Alan Williams MP, 5(1. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Dote tt GUmk ftUrrst am®*, tte BnUafa 
\yiKul* w lor Starving *od CaaovabuD/Cuix 
Camrrvwcv trial Ynung Sbnci Qo* Shratinf; 
CnrnpLiilioaal Saodrin^hjiD Shi-:<im5 Ground. 
Norfolk. The Dudbcas rf Kent men* a •ofov 
hwol Thr WinJ t, i he Kl&w, in rid ol Cx Rea- 
lm Riundaliun. a! (he Cured Mjytur Gram, 
iv-hk* WJ. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Homeholil Csolr? Minm icd Rnimeai 
mounUliie (JmMi'i LUL-GuanfK HmrCmatrh. 
Ujh 


Council need not manage residential homes for elderly 


Regina v Wandsworth London 
Borough Council, ex parte 
Beckwith; House of Lords (Lord 
Goff of Chi eve ley. Lord Griffiths. 
Lord Jauncey of TuiiicheiUe. Lord 
Brnw-oe -Wilkinson and Lord 

Hoffmann): 14 December 1995 

A local authority is not under 
a legal duty’ directly to maintain 
any accommodation for the el- 
derly in need of care and at- 
tention in premises under its 

own management but is entitled 

to make arrangements with 
voluntary organisations or in 
the private sector to protide 
accommodation. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed an appeal by the appli- 
cant William Beckwith, from 
the Court of Appeal’s decision 
that the council was entitled to 
discharge its siatuiory duty to 
make arrangements for pro- 
viding residential accommo- 
dation for old people in need 
of care and attention entirely 
by means of arrangements 
made with third parties. 

Sections 21 and 26 of lhe Na- 
tional Assistance Act 194S, as 
amended bv the National 


LAW REPORT 
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ition would satisfy the councfl’s 


Health Service and Communi- 
ty Care Act 1990 and the Com- 
munity Care (Residential 
Accommodation) Act 1992 
provide: 

21(11 ... a local authority . . . shall 

make arrangements for providing (a) 

residential accommodation for per- 
sons . . . who by reason of age. 01- 
ocss. disability ... are in need of care 
and attention . . , 26(1 ) . . . arrange- 
ment’; under section 21 . . . may in- 
clude arrangements made with a 
voluntary organisation or with any 
other person . . - 

The applicant, aged 75, lived 
in one of tour homes for the el- 
derly in Wandsworth. In 1994 
the council decided to transfer 
three homes into private own- 
ership. subject to arrangements 
tor their continued use as 
homes for the elderfy, and to 
close the fourth. The applicant 
'ied for judicial review on 


ic ground that the council was 
under a legal duty under 
sections 21 and 26, as amend- 
ed, to maintain some accom- 
modation for elderly In 


21 December 1995 

premises under its own direct 
managemenL 

Mr Justice Popplewell 
quashed the council's decision. 
The Court of Appeal allowed 
the council's appeal, holding 
that the council was entitled to 
discharge its statutory duty en- 
tirely by means of arrange- 
ments made with third parties. 

The applicant appealed, ar- 
guing that “may include" in sec- 
tion 26 meant that private 
sector arrangements might 
form part of the local author- 
ity's arrangements under sec- 
tion 21 but did not mean 
“might wholly consist of”. 
Richard Gordon QC and Alan 
Maclean (Wandsworth Law Centre ) 
(or the applicant. .Man Wilkie QC and 
Scan Jones I Borough Solicitor) jbrtfie 
council. 

Lord Hofflnann said that if the 
Act had said that accommoda-. 
Lion to be provided by the 
council “may rndude'’ homes in 
the private, there might have 


dufyi 

The 


been some force in the argu- 
ment However the duty of 
the council under section 22 
was to make "arrangements” 
for providing residential ac- 
commodation for certain 
dasses of people. 

Section 26 - said . that 
“arrangements under section 
21” (not, “the arrangements 
made under section 21^) might 
include arrangements with the 
private sector. The draftsman 
was not saying that homes in 
the private sector might be in- 
cluded in the collective of 
homes which the council had to 
provide. He was saying that the 
concept of "arrangement* 
which had been used to define 
the council’s duty in section 21 
was to include arrangements - 
with the private sector. 

That produced an altogeth- 
er different result ft extended 
the meaning of the concept bjr .. 
which the coaodTs dutywasdftr . 
fined Any arrangements which, 
fell. within the extended defin- 


. policy guidance issued 
by the Dmarteieiit of Health 
contained . references to a 
“mixed-economy of care’’ and 


vate sector. The guidance con- 
templated that the _move to 
greater privmeprdviaon would 
take tome tnric. lt did riot 'fol- 
low tfaatiocai atttboritie^had 
to retain tfirea rontrol of some 
unspecified pr op or t io n of every 
service. That wouWhave been 
imposing a duty to make direct 
provision which seemed con- 
traiy to the genera! thrust of the 
govemment’s'holicy. 

It was hue that paragraph 4 
of Local Authority Circular 
LAC(93)10 saidit was the view 
of the department that the 
amendments would require au- 
thorities to make some' provi- 
sion forrejadentiai care under 
the 1948 Act That statement 
was simpfy wrong. 

Lord Goff; -Lord Griffiths, 
I^JatmcyandLordBrowiie- 


TlngHniTan, Banister 
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news analysis 


How the 
guns kept 
drugs out 
of Belfast 


Despite the ceasefire, killings 
continue - but many people in 
Northern Ireland privately applaud 
the shooting of traffickers. 

David McKittrick explains 


Q omebody is killing drug dealers 
O in Belfast Mickey “Moneybags” 
Mooney was the first to go. gunned 
down in a city-centre bar in April. 
Another fatal shooting followed in 
September, and this month there 
have been three more. 

Three of the dead men, including 
Moneybags, were unquestionably 
major, full-time professional drug 
dealers, buying and pushing drugs 
on a large scale. The most recent 
victim, who died on Tuesday night, 
may not have been quite in Ihcir 
league, though he was awaiting trial 
on a charge of importing cannabis 
worth £250,000. 

The fifth killing is less clear-cut 
for the victim had only* a glancing 
connection with drugs, though he 
was well-known (o defectives Inves- 
tigating armed robberies. 

Since the IRA and loyalist cease- 
fires of late 1994 there have been a 
handful of other murders: a postal 
worker killed during a robbery, for 
which the IRA apologised; some 
Catholics killed by drunken loyal- 
ists; a loyalist dying in a revenge 
killing at' the hands of his fonner 
associates. 

Each time news arrives that a 
man has been shot dead everyone 
holds their breath for a moment, 
then relaxes when it becomes clear 
•• that the incident represents no 
K threat to the ceasefires. Once 
this has been established these 
killings fade fast from the public 
memory. 

The fact of these three drug- 
related deaths within a month is, 
however, raising new questions 
about who is responsible, and 
whether this much-increased killing 
rale could lead to a slide back to 
full-scale violence. Although the 
IRA has not admitted any of the 
killings, most assume they are Us 
work. 

Although the police are undoubt- 


edly pursuing the gunmen, both the 
RUC and government ministers 
have been markedly evasive in 
answering questions about who is 
doing the killings. Senior spokes- 
men have in effect been at pains not 
to accuse the IRA of responsibility: 
politically, the name of the game 
seems to be to attempt to make a 
distinction hetween political vio- 
lence and vigil autism. 

All this is posing fundamental 
questions about Northern Ireland as 
a society, for the chilling truth is that 
the attitude of many sections of 
opinion towards the drugs killings 
is one of public silence but private 
applause. Drug dealers are regarded 
as the lowest of the low. and few 
shed tears when they meet sudden 
premature deaths. 

Such attitudes are not confined to 
Northern Ireland, as Michael Win- 
ner’s vigilante films suggest, but 
there are particular reasons why 
Belfast does not mourn the passing 
of such men. For one thing, a quar- 
ter-century of terrorism has 
inevitably inured many to the idea 
of violent death. 

There is another reason. Belfast 
may have suffered terribly from 
terrorism, but the troubles had the 
effect of ensuring that it remained 



the most drug-free city in these 
islands. People now want it to stay 
that way. 

In the 1970s the fact that both 
republican and loyalist groups made 
it clear they would kill dealers kept 
the city, apart from the traditionally 
bohemian student districts, rela- 
tively free of drugs. 

This hard-line attitude softened in 
the (ate 1980s, particularly on (he loy- 


alist side, with increasing quantities 
of dope and tablets gradually mak- 
ing their appearance. In the early 
1990s the IRA maintained its puri- 
tanical anti-drugs stance but in other 
quarters things changed dramati- 
cally. Some mmor republican groups 
and some major loyalist figures, see- 
ing the profits to be made, switched 
from condemning the drugs trade to 
actively trafficking in it. 


Paramilitary violence since the ceasefire 


• Republicans and loyalists have:* 
carried out 245 beatings since the ~ 
ceasefire compared with 130 attacks 
in the previous 14 months. Of these, 
loyalists carried out 113 and the 
republicans 71. 

• Since the ceasefire, loyalists have 
earned out 86 beatings whereas the 


republicans have been responsiblefor 
±59 - more than double -the: number J 
for the equivalent 
ceasefire. * " -V- 

• The latest figures indicate that *2 
there have been : 27 murders fir “•>£ 
Northern Ireland since the ceasefire ;;; 
compared with 126 murders in the 14 : 
months before the ceasefire. ; 


But even then there were unwrit- 
ten rules and regulations. Dope and 
Ecstasy tablets became more widely 
available but heroin and the like 
have been strictly taboo. Dublin, 
100 miles and a three-hour car 
journey away, bad thousands of 
beroin addicts, but in Belfast the 
drug was practically unknown. 

The IRA made its attitude clear 
with several large-scale operations: 
in 1992, in one night, it killed one 
drug dealer and kneecapped 
another 10. In 1994, a few months 
before its cessation of violence, 
scores of IRA members took part 
in attacks which killed one dealer 
and injured a further 16. 

In the republican districts where 
drugs were taking hold, many peo- 
ple openly approved of this violence 
against what were termed “anti- 
social elements,” while many more 
displayed ambivalence. The IRA 
was widely regarded as keeping 
the problem at bay, so that when it 
called its ceasefire many feared it 
would have the unwelcome side- 


effect of opening up Belfast to 
heroin and cocaine. 

That was, after all, exactly what 
happened in South Africa in the 
wake of the political settlement 
there. Before the agreement, drug 
abuse was mainly confined to mar- 
ijuana and pills, but since then 
parts of the country, including 
Soweto, have been flooded with 
cocaine as a Nigerian drag cartel set 
about creating a new market 

In Belfast the quantity of mari- 
juana and Ecstasy tablets available 
rose steeply in the aftermath of the 
ceasefires. The RUC reinforced its 
drug squad, but there was wide- 
spread public concern about the 
possibility of a flood of drugs, 
including cocaine or heroin. 

The shootings of the four deal- 
ers have sent a message both to 
local dealers and to those who 
might be tempted to come in from 
outside. After the killing of Mon- 
eybags some of his associates stood 
in the street outside the bar and 
angrily shouted: “What ceasefire? 


What about the ceasefire now?” 
The message is that the IRA ces- 
sation does not extend to the drugs 
trade. 

The killings may well have the 
effect of stopping that trade from 
flourishing, and of keeping heroin 
out of Belfast. In themselves these 
are laudable ends: the problem is 
the means by which they are 
.achieved. Assuming the killers are 
the IRA, their activities are allow- 
ing the organisation to project 
itself as the defender of the 
community. 

But in doing so it is keeping the 
flame of violence lit, demonstrating 
the power of the gun and project- 
ing the pernicious message that, 
while political terrorism may be 
over, carefully directed violence is 
a useful tool of social control. If that 
continues, it wilJ dash the hopes of 
those who hoped that paramili- 
tarism would slowly but surely 
wither away, to be replaced even- 
tually by a society in which the gun 
had no role. 


Keen to bufhf on new-found ratings 
glory after Martin Bashir's interview 
with the Princess of Wales, the people 
at Panorama are gleefully planning a 
further coup. They- intend their next 
major exploration of current affairs <o 
be an interview with the Duchess of 
York. 

So we could yet witness Bashir 
looking solemnly through his 
spectacles at the Duchess and asking 
probing policy questions such as: 
“Duchess, how exactly did you feel 




Putting her foot down 


hen you and Mr Bryant explored the 
ogenous qualities of toes? 

But I suspect that the duchess, who 
av yet repair her marriage to Prince 
u'drew. is unlikely to rock the family 
iat in quite the same way as her 
ster-in-Iaw. 

-We have been asked in the last few 
tvs if she is going to do it, and her 
tswer is emphatically ‘No’. I was 
;ht beside her when she said it. said 
e duchess’s press secretary, 
ominique Validity, yesterday. 

The Panorama team were coyer 
Ve haven't heard anything about 
is.” said a spokeswoman. 

I suppose their shyness might stem 
am the unduly long time it is taking 
ie programme's editors to find a 
litable link with the duchess. Sadly 


Generation Why 

by Tony Reeve a nd Steve Way 


for Panorama, she has no great 
interest in rugby. The Princess of 
Wales interview was mediated through 
Will Carling - Bashir and Carling 
became friends some years ago 
through their shared love of the sport. 
Some say this friendship explains the 
peculiar omission of any questions 
about CarUng in the interview with the 
princess. Eagle Eye is not so cynical 
and is sure the investigative Bashir 
just ran out of time. 

There was a notable horticultural faux 
pas this week when an episode of the 
BBC's Gardener's Question Time was 
recorded on the terrace of the House 
of Commons. Hosted by 
Westminster's all-party Gardening 
Club, the panel of experts took 
questions from such gardening 
experts os Ken Livingstone, Alf 
Morris and the Australian-born life 
peer, the suitably named Lady 
Gardner of Parties. 

The guest panellist, Gordon 
McMaster MR a professional 
horticohuralist himself, waxed 
aggressively on the subject of 
poinsettias, those ubiquitously 
seasonal red-leaved horrors- Asked 
for advice for all those saddled with 
them as Christmas gift, be snarled 
that they should be quietly done away 
with. 

A good, controversial stuns awl 
what bener way to round It off than 
refreshments at the Speaker's house? 
Betty Boothroyd herself greeted them 
on the steps. Who, she asked 
indignantly, had been so rude about 


poinsettias? She glared loftily from 
the elegant Speaker’s staircase, 
festooned from top to bottom with 
glowing poinsettias. 

After stirring tilings up somewhat 
in national lottery circles, Richard 
Branson. I hear, is planning a return 
to his first lave - running a record 
label. The founder of Virgin Records, 
who sold his youthful dream to Thorn 
EMI in 1992, is suffering withdrawal 
symptoms three years on. He has set 
up a working party to investigate how 
be can make his mark in the music 
business once more. Branson has 
inquired about several artists, 
including Janet Jackson. But whatever 
his new label is called, it will not be 
the title most associated with him. 
Virgin Records executives are 
adamant that be will he legally unable 
to use the Virgin name. 



A man with no name 

If you are one of those who find it 
exhausting enough to have just one 
Father Christmas al a time appearing 
round every corner, spare a thought 
For the shoppers a t the Emporium 
store in San Francisco, who this week 
found themselves facing a giant crowd 
of 100 Either Christmases, all 


running riot at the same time. 

Tmo Santa Clauses were arrested 
for tussling with guards in an 
argument involving a Christmas 
wreath. Some of the roving white- 
beards invaded a rooftop children's 
carnival and stole decorations and 
other Christmas props. And a Mother 
Christmas was charged with indecent 
exposure after allegedly popping her 
breasts out in front of the assembled 
company. 

The event was organised by the 
resonantly named Cacophony Society, 
which had invited the Santa Clauses to 
converge in downtown San Francisco. 
But police inspector Randy Krings - 
yes, really - did not enter into the 
festive spirit. 

“This is something you’d expect 
from teenage kids. You'd think these 
people would have a higher sense of 
responsibility.” But I have some 
sympathy with the inspector. There is 
no police manual guidance on what to 
say when Mother Christmas exposes 
herself. 

A mysterious, elegantly coiffured lady 
was pictured yesterday on three 
newspaper front pages with the MP 
David Ashby as he left the High Court 
after losing his libel case. The 
Guardian had a large front page 
picture solely of Ashby and the 
woman; the Times and Telegraph also 
showed her in dose proximity to him. 
Could she have been a skeleton from 
bis closet that might yet save his 
reputation? The truth Is more 
prosaic. She was Independent reporter 
Rebecca Fowler after one last quote, 
and at the same time providing her 
newsdesk with ocular proof three 
times over that she hadn’t skived off 
to do her Christmas shopping. 

Eagle Eye 
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Something fishy 
at Westminster 


Y nu can bet fish are not high up the 
Downing Street Christmas menu 
this vejr. John Major won’t want to be 
reminded of his embarrassing defeat in 
ihe House of Commons over European 
fishing rules. And such an irritating vote 
to lose - no direct consequenees for fish, 
fishermen or fish-eaters, and no great 
principles invoked in the debate. Yet 
thanks to Labour's opportunism and the 
determination of the Euro- sceptics, ihe 
fragility of Mr Major's majority was 
forced init* public view once more. 

But fish are not the precursor of an 
early election. Although Conservative 
numbers in the Commons arc gradually 
being whittled down by death and defec- 
CionJVIr Major still maintains an outright 
majority of three (five if you include Sir 
Richard Body, trie Euro-sceptic who 
doesn't take the Conservative whip). .Ml 
of these will return to ihe fold if a vote 
of confidence is called. In the Seventies. 
James Callaghan lasted for years without 
an actual majority at all. Never under- 
estimate the resilience and wiliness of a 
group of politicians determined to keep 
hold of power. 

The fish vote has more significance for 
ihe naiure of government in l Q 9b than it 
does for the timing of the general elec- 
tion. Gradually politicians, press and 
public alike are adjusting to a Westmin- 
ster where the balance of power is frag- 
ile. The Eighties world of huge majori- 
ties allowed the Tory governments of that 
period lo push through legislation with- 
out fear of defeat and (title need for 
debate. Small majorities, on the other 
hand, may increase the power of Parlia- 
ment. In extremis. governments can be 
obliged to negotiate openly In order to 
build a consensus between different 


groups, thereby exposing policy propos- 
als to a far greater degree of- public 
debate than the current adversarial party 
system normally requires. 

' The trouble is that the House of Com- 
mons under Mr Major is a far cry from 
such involuntary consensus government. 
Instead of moderating policies to collect 
extra votes in the centre, Mr Major has 
to play to the far right. Whether it be 
Euro-sceptics and fish, or conservative 
moralists and divorce, it is the Conserv- 
ative right wing which is accruing undue 
influence. 

Thanks to the adversarial party system, 
there is little chance of the Government 
being shored up by extra votes from the 
centre. The Labour I^rty finally has 
power in its sights and, with the notable 
exception of Northern Ireland, is pri- 
marily motivated by the desire to make 
life as hard as possible for the Govern- 
ment. Even Lhe Liberal Democrats, a 
source of extra votes in the past, have 
decided it is better to hasten the arrival 
of a fresh new government than to keep 
the Conservatives staggering on. 

The process of political negotiation is 
equally disappointing. Instead of open 
debate over policies in advance, we see 
sudden swings in direction and blatant 
last' -minute bribes. In Tuesday's debate, 
the Government suddenly produced £4m 
in grams to fishing ports in an attempt to 
win those last few votes. 

This is all rather depressing. An omi- 
nous pattern is being set for the politics 
of 1996: a faltering government pander- 
ing to its own rebels, a frequent chopping 
and changing in policy direction, and an 
Opposition driven only by the scent of 
power in its nostrils. At least a general 
election is no more than 15 months awav. 


A warm glow in 
South Mimms 


S tress over Britain. Stress curling under 
the doors of the executives of mer- 
chant banks: stress seizing the hearts of 
overworked middle managers in cold 
embrace: stress entering the industrial 
estate and paralysing the limbs of the 
small businessman: stress enveloping the 
Christmas shopper, seasonal stress tak- 
ing the round redness out of the cook's 
face and replacing it with a pinched des- 
peration. And stress gripping the lemper 
of the Yule tide motorist, caught in jams 
or stranded by snow, with so much to do 
and so little lime to do it. 

But yesterday, in the warm, well-lit 
halls of the South Mimms service station, 
whose thousands of cheerful lights east 
a rosy glow out on to the grim groynes* 
of the M25. stress was being banished. 
The benevolent ladies and gentlemen of 
the Royal Automobile Club had met and 
decided (doubtless over mulled wine 
and sweetmeats) lo assist the belea- 
guered motorists of Britain. A psychol- 
ogist would be on hand to counsel the 
stress away, to exorcise iL Yesterday it was 
the turn of the country's largest orbital 
motorway. Today Conrad King (for such 
is the eminent man’s name) will be on 
hand at Fleet on the M3 and Bj rehanger 
on the Mll. 

Here we reproduce some of the advice 
that the admirable King will be giving to 
the patients on the couch. Wc have tried 
to help even further by supplying the 
undesirable alternative in parentheses: 
Slay calm and ignore challenges from 


other drivers (no screaming ~ Bastard" at 
the top of your voice if the Volvo driver in 
the sheepskin so much as glances at you J. 

Be courteous and use the RAC thank 
you/sorry sign ( which docs not consist of 
a sudden upward gesture with the extended 
middle finger). 

Plan your route in advance, to avoid 
lust-minute arguments over map-reading 
(uv are sick of picking up spouses who fane 
htvn dumped on the hard shoulder together 
with shredded editions of ‘Routefinder 
Britain 

Try to relax by listening to soothing 
music (it is funny how many accidents are 
caused by heavy metal fans attempting to 
drive while pretending to be lead guitar). 

Listen to weal her forecasts before set- 
ting out, and plan your journey time 
accordingly (if Michael Fish so much as 
mentions snow, forget delivering that 
donated kidney to the waiting hospital Go 
at once to the supermarket, stock up with 
tinned soup and Longlife milk - you 're in 
for (he long hauf\. 

It should be clear by now that the RAC 
has established a useful precedent with 
its psychologist, which others might well 
emulate. Could not the divine Delia be 
on hand, via radio or television, to coun- 
sel those struggling with vast turkey din- 
ners ("think twice before you throw that 
gravy boat at granny"), or department 
store Santas stand ready to throw iced 
water on overheating shoppers? Stress is 
the enemy of us all Let us defeat him 
together. 
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Prison regime 
for women 


From Mr Stephen Shaw 
Sir. You are right to place respon- 
sibility for the horrors of Hol- 
loway at the door of the Heme 
Secretary ("Howard must act on 
prison misery”. 20 December). 
The excessive use of imprison- 
ment, the overemphasis on secu- 
rity, the budgetary restrictions, 
and the failure over many years 
to find alternative accommoda- 
tion for mentally ill prisoners, are 
all politically driven. 

However, we need to look 
beyond the immediate situation 
at Holloway - appalling though it 
is- to see if there are belterways 
of running the women's prison 
system as a whole. A fundamen- 
tal problem is that the security 
crackdown which followed the 
escapes from Whitemoor and 
Parkfmrsl applies just as much to 
female prisoners as to males. 
Similarly, home leave and tem- 
porary release opportunities have 
been decimated for women, 
although ail the serious home 
leave “failures" (an unfortunate 
euphemism, since they included 
several murders and armed rob- 
beries) involved male prisoners. 

Given the distinct needs and 
characteristics of women prison- 
ers. the running of women's pris- 
ons should be regarded as a spe- 
cialism. and the women's prison 
system managed separately from 
that of the males. This would 
enable rules and regulations in 
women's prisons more effectively 
to reflect women's needs. And it 
would ensure that those needs 
receive the priority - and the 
resources - which they deserve. 

To most people, the chaining 
of women prisoners up to the 
point of giving birth will seem a 
monstrosity. It has occurred ! 
because the interests of women | 
have been ignored in an orgy of 
security resulting from the mis- i 
deeds of men. ' 

Yours faithfully, 

Stephen Shaw 

Director, Prison Reform Trust 

London, EC1 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Christian Christmases need Santa - and cribs 


From Mr Martin Hill 
Sir: The upset caused by Canon 
Brian Andrews to the parish- 
ioners and children in his con- 
gregation is a lesson which the 
theologically minded need to 
learn ("Vicar's attack on Santa 
ends in tears”, 18 December). 

Christmas is not about the his- 
toricity of the gospel birth nar- 
ratives or the difference between 
fact and fable. Neither is iL about 
the contemporary issues, high- 
lighted by the Rt Rev Dr David 
Jenkins, of homelessness, poverty 
and oppression. It is about hav- 
ing a nice time with little children 
dressed as angels, shepherds, 
kings, Joseph and Mary and a 
dolly in the manger to represent 
the baby Jesus. It is about trying 
to find a “window” in a world 
increasingly pressured by uni- 
versal degradation and self- 
worthlessness to see the possi- 
bility of affirmation and 
self-worth. 

David Jenkins is right to bring 
into question the increasing 
materialism with which the tra- 
ditional spiritual values of Christ- 
mas are blighted. Yes, let us 
affirm the facts of the gospel mes- 

Permanent record 
of stage plays 

From Ms Sue Rolfe 
Sir. David Lister argued (Section 
Tivo; “As not seen on TV”, 6 
December) that more theatre 
productions should be televised 
Simon Curtis, executive producer 
of BBC’s Performance series 
replied (Section Two, 13 Decem- 
ber), pointing out that “superb 
theatre does not always make 
good television" and that in very 
many cases theatre producers 
refuse permission. 

The Theatre Museum does 
offer an alternative solution: 
The National Video Archive of 
Stage Performance. The pur- 
pose of this scheme, created by 
Margaret Benton in 1992, with 
union agreement, is to provide 


sage, indeed I am all for it, but let 
the spirit of giving embodied in 
Santa Claus remain a part of our 
children's Christmas. Perhaps try 
the maintenance of this tradi- 
tional embellishment to Christ- 
mas our children may learn that 
Christmas is about giving: God’s 
gift lo us of Jesus Christ, the sym- 
bolic gifts made to him by the 
magi, and OUT arrhflng m g gif ts 
with one another to mark this 
tremendous act of a loving Gad. 
Yours faithfully, 

Martin Hill 
M anchester 
18 December 


From Mrs!. M. Challender 
Sir. ft will be a sad day for Chris- 
tianity when the nativity play is 
“suppressed", as the Rt Rev Dr 
David Jenkins suggests it should 
be (Another View; “Separating 
the nativity from the naivety”, IS 
December) 

As an infant teacher who has 
staged the nativity play more 
times than I would care to 
remember, I know that for veiy 
many chfldren this is possibly 
the most enduring and objective 
piece of teaching about Chris- 


ar ft, bat let tianity that they wffl ever receive, 
nbodied in L and countless teachers like 
part of our myself, gp to great lengths to put 
Perhaps by the birth of Jesos in an historical 
this txadi-: context, and even very young - 
: to Christ- children are capable of under- 
/ learn that standing that it was a real event, 
ring: God’s that it took place in a country far 
st, the sym- away, and that h. is this event that 
iim by the we celebrate each Christmas. - 
mgieg gifts They are able to understand in 

mark this a remarkably mature way am- 
oving God. aepts such as angels being sym- 
battemessage-bearers fromGod, 
and in their own mysterious way 
they are able to differentiate 
between pure fantasy- asm the 
tooth fairy-and reality. Abolish 
mder nativity plays and yon take away 

^ for Chris- the last vestige of a meaningful 
vity play is Christmas from the young chil- 
Rt Rev Dr dren of society. It would appear 
Is it should that there are a good many cJeigy 
Separating who have little understanding of 
jalvety”, IS young children and whoceruunly 
underestimate both their heed 
er who has for fantasy and tbeircapability of 
play more understanding difficult concepts, 
d care to Yours faithfully, 
lat for veiy Juua Challender 
is possibly Fetham, r 
id objective Kent 
lout Chris- 18 December 


a permanent audio-visual record 
of live stage performance in 
Britain as a national research 
and educational resource for 
performing arts professionals, 
students and public. 

Forty productions have now 
been recorded - most recently 
Taking Sides , Mojo, The Second 
Mrs Kong and KingArthur. These 
are archival recording of stage 
performances and are not there- 
fore intended for broadcast 
However they are of a very high 
quality and are proving invalu- 
able for all those wishing to view 
past productions. 

Yours sincerely. 

Sue Rolfe 
H ead of Press and 
Publicity 
Theatre Museum 
London, WG2 
20 December 


Risk assessment 
by league tables 

From Dr Peter Stew 
Sir As an anaesthetist* the assess- 
ment of risk to health ispaxtdfmy 
everyday life. Similarly, every 
insurance premium that indivul- 
uabpayisnasedcmtheBkenbood 
of a particular event Yet as a 
society, risk assessment is some- 
thing that receives scant regard. 
Your article “Nose pickers steer 
path to clanger” (19. December): 
highlights foe absurd risks that w 
are prepared to accept in the 
course at everyday activity. Rut of ; 
my reassurance to patients anx- 
ious about the outcome of their ■ 
impending anaesthetic is to. 
esplain that the most dangerous 
part of their day is likely to have 
been their car journey to hospftaL 
Yet we seem to accept these 


Yesterday’s man, today’s hot spot 


A t a glittering ceremony in the 
Canary Wharf Ballroom Suite 
last night, the prizes were awarded in 
the 1995 Independent Awards of the 
Year during a presentation that will 
never be forgotten by those who 
stayed awake until the end. .As Ihe 
waiters passed among the star- 
studded tables doling out generous 
office sandwiches from their rural 
baskets, the chairman of Indepen- 
dent Newspapers. Lord Shareholder, 
rose lo address the audience am] 
spoke as follows: 

“My lords, ladies and gentlemen, and 
workers in the press media. This is 
not a ceremony like other cere- 
monies. For one thing, we will not be 
presenting a prize to any Personal- 
ity of the Year. 

“To be a Personality is a dreadful 
thing. Whenever I hear someone 
greeted as a Sports Personality of the 
Year, For example, 1 feel sorry for 
that person, for 1 know that he is 
doomed to stop being a personality 
at the end of the year. How dread- 
ful to see 1 January approaching, and 
know that you have only a few days 
left as a personality! 

“Indeed." continued Lord Share- 
holder, to appreciative chuckles, "I 
myself, if nominated as a Personal- 
ity. would be very worried indeed. 
Not just at the prospect of becom- 



ing an ex-personality, but also at the 
prospect of not surviving much 
longer, f do not know how many of 
you listen to the Radio 4 programme 
called Today ..." 

Here the noble Lord looked round 
Ihe Independent Ballroom V Con- 
ference Suite, but it was far from 
obvious from the glazed faces 
whether the guests had taken in his 
remark. He continued: 

“Let me tell you, then, that recently 
the Today programme has been 
organising its Personality of 1995 Lis- 
teners' Poll. There were six people on 
the shortlist to succeed last year’s 
winner. Roy Castle. These six were 
as follows: the Princess of Wales; 
HRH the Queen Mother YiLrhak 
Rabin: the murdered headmaster 
Philip Lawrence: John Major, and 
Tony Blair.” 

A murmur of incredulity swept 
round the Independent Heritage 


Banqueting Suite (audiovisual facil- 
ities available). 

“Think about it. Last year’s winner 
is dead. Two of this year’s nominees 
are already dead, and one is very, 
very old. I am no actuary, but it 
seezned to me either that the death 
risk among Personalities is veiy high, 
or that people think that dying con- 
fers Personality on a person. Either 
way, I would be worried if I were told 
that 1 were being considered for a 
Personality shortlisL and I would 
adjourn to a health farm until it was 
all over.” 

A brief chuckle raced through the 
throng and expired 
“But do you notice another thing 
about that shortlist for Personality of 
the Year? Do you notice that none 
of the nominees is famous for their 
personality, and that at least one or 
two of them are famous for being 
deficient in personality? My lords, 
ladies and gentlemen, may I suggest 
to you that if we are giving out prizes 
for personality, we might as well 
select people who are all personal- 
ity, I think of people such as Janet 
Street-Porter, Paula Yales, Jeffrey 
Archer ..." 

Ai this there was a friendly heckle 
from the audience when someone 
called out: “Have you read any of his 
books?" 


“Yes, I have.” replied Lord Share- 
holder, “and that is why I tell you that 
Archer is all personality. There seems 
to be no other contributory factor to 
his success." 

After the laughter had died down, he 
continued: 

“If we are to award prizes for per- 
sonality to dead people, why not give- 
them to real personalities? Why not 
to the late Peter Cook? Or Robert 
Stephens? Why not lo John 
Lennon?" 

“Because he didn't die in 1995" 
came another cry. 

“And nor did Henry Purcell,” 
retorted Lord Shareholder, “but he 
for my money was the musical per- 
sonality of 1995 ... 

“However, I have spent enough 
time telling you why we are not 
choosing a Personality of the Year. 
Let me tell you instead which areas 
are in the running to win the coveted 
prize as Trouble Spot of the Year, 
for which Brixton, south London, 
has made such a spirited late bid.” 

HTtic/i place will win the Trouble 
Spot of the Year A ward and take over 
the trophy won last year by Haiti? 
Will it be Northern Ireland? Bosnia? 
Rwanda? Wherever Manchester 
United play away? We bring you the 
climax of the ceremony tomorrow! 


Impartial inquiry 
on Wayne Douglas 

From Mr John Cartn7ight 
Sin Your editorial (“Bulls in 
Brixton 's china shop", 13 Decem- 
ber) on the death of Wayne Dou- 
glas said “his death requires an 
independent investigation". 

I can assure you that our 
inquiry will be thorough and 
impartial It will seek to get at the 
truth. The Police Complaints 
Authority has always jealously 
guarded its independence and ’I 
do not believe that any other 
form of inquiry could get nearer 
lo discovering what happened. 
Yours faithfully, 

John Cartwright 
Deputy Chairman 
(Investigation) 

Police Cbmplaints Authority 
London, SW1 
20 December 


Letters should be addressed to 
Letters to the Editor The Inde- 
pendent, One Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf; London £14 50L and 
include a daytime telephone num- 
ber. (Face 0171-293 2056; e-mail; 
ktters@iudependenLcojikj Let- . 
ten may be edited for length and 
clarity. We regret that we are un- 
able to acknowledge unpublished 
letters. Back issues of the Indepen- 
dent are available from Historic 
Newspapers, .0800 906609. 


risks with little concern. Cigarette 
smoking kills hundreds of thou- 
< sands per year, but receives little 
of the coverage attached to BSE. 
Frightening though Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease may be, it accounts 
for a mere 40-50 deaths per year. 

We are becoming increasingly 
used to league tables. Is it not 
time that a responsible media 
started to publish weekly tables of 
Lifestyle-associated risk in order 
that individuals and society may 
focus efforts more meaningfully? 
Driving, smoking and lack of 
exercise at the top, attack from 
meteorites at the bottom. 

Years faithfully 
Peter Stow 
Ipswich 
20 December • 

Nice schools, pity 
about the pupils ! 

prom Mr David Robinson 
Sin 1 am interested in the reasons 
why so many parents favour pri- 
vate education. 3s the real prab~. 
lem for the unpopular state 
schools the pupils who attend 
them, and hot that they are pro- 
viding inferior education? 
Yours.faith&Dy^ - 

David' Robinson 
-Elected parent governor- •- 
KingEdwardVlCoflege 
Thtnes, - 

Devon ■' • 

16 December . 


Distorted view 
of teachers 


From MrJ. Staride 
Sir. 1, along with my colleagues, 
am thoroughly sickened by the 
incessant attack' on our profes- 
sionalism (“Schools need much 
more than money", 16 Decem- 
ber). It is the: end of a long term 
: and we are. generally on our 
knees; having spent lunch breaks, 
evenings and weekends during 
term time struggling to enhance 
the experiences and achieve- 
ments of the chilcfren in our 
charge, in addition to the gru- 
elling-task of managing and£ 
teadupg students m groups of 30 
or more within a teaching day. 

la my current school, and in 
any of the previous six schools 1 
have taught, in, I amply do not 
recognise the foot-dragging, lud- 
dite, lazy image which, knowingly 
or not, Chris Woodhead and oth- 
ers in the diaant ivory towers of 
Whitehall portray of teachers. 

What.I completely fail to 
understand is: why Mr .Wood- 
head is attempting to create a 
false dichotomy of class size ver- 
sus quafity of teaching. It is obvi- 
ous to aH.thatqualityof teaching 
is vitally important. However it is 
equally setf-evident that pupfl-to- 
teacher. ratio is of just as much 
influence irrthe experience of 
children. You only have to look 
at the comparative studies of 
pupil attainment in France and 
Germany with those in Britain, 
then look at the staffi'student 
ratios in ; the‘ three countries, to 
arrive ^ at that cpmSusioa. 

Yours faithfully, - 

J.SlARJOE V. . 

Ptymoufli, Efevon 
.17 December’ , 


Civil liberties on 
the slippery slope 

From Ms Anna Cdote - .. 

Sir David Aaronovitcb cites me 
in his interview with Jack Strew 
(Section Two; “Labour’s Essex 
■ man™, 20 December) as a repre- 
sentative of “Tiberal-mmdfid folkjr 
concerned wiffi the rise of social 
authoritarianism in (he ranks of 
new Labour. OK. I admit it Next 
he accuses me of gat-level alle- 
giance with "filthy, intimidating, 
obscenity-shouting addicts" and 
indifference to die -fears of “lit- 
tle old ladies going about their 
lawful busmessV', 

Good griefl Can it be true? I 
thought i was: mounting a 
defence' of ciyfl liberties. I 
thought fwrayojfcmg alarm at the 
exclusive; punitive “communi- 
tarian" ideas which have seduced 

some rtf our politicians. I had no 
idea I was on the' slippery slope 
-to decadence and disorder. Lock 
me up,. Jade*-- before I do any 
more harm. 


Anna Copra . / 

Depaty Dfreaor : 
Irt^MiteforPtibUc Policy 
ftsseaith -v ... . 

IirnttoikW 

20 December ■}■/■ 

Interesting point 

Fromffo j£- Mibtes' 
SirtT.amlxurpriscd that Tam 
DafyeU;antfor Godfrey Agnew 

(obitoaiy,14 Pec^^^j! ft is, of < 
course, ‘^fortunate' are those who 
■five m-iminteiestiiig times™ - a 
much more oriental comment, 
YourefajthfcUy,- --- 
.KL.JVfiDfES;>. 

Huddersfield -, . . _ 
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Why the ranters are right about EMU 

® uro P ean politicians are stupid to pursue monetary union. And if they join together by the year 20K), they’ll repent by 2020 


W bcn Ae politicians and 
the ordinaiy people dis- 
trust the ordinaiy people 
And so it wffibewjththe 
fcuro , the new European cur- 
ren£ y* the nam e of which was 
agreed last weekend. A grand 

battle is be ginnin g 

oaraestbetween the mmm^n. 


, uiuiii<uy peo- 

ple and the plans of Europe’s 
tno^ important politicians. 

There is enormous momen- 
tum behind those plans, for the 
government machines of Ger- 
many and France (pbs, of 
course, the European bureau- 
cracy) support them. Even here 
m Britain, the most semi- 



detached of the large European 
Union nations, the leaderships 
of both our main parties do not 
dare to say publicly that 
Europe’s plans are mad. And 
much of the British business 
Establishment not only supports 
a common currency, but would 
like Britain to join m the plan. 

By contrast, op p osition to 
monetary union is fragmented 
and relatively inarticulate. It 
exi sts, o f course, as is evidenced 
by strings of opinion polls. But 
within the European establish- 
ment the pockets of opposition 
are either muzzled, or can be 
dismissed as represen ting sec- 
tional interests. 

Thus, white the “prosT appear 
lobe the measured and respon- 
sible insdeis: the handful of 
politicians with access to the 
media who put the counter case 

- people such as John Redwood 

- too often oome over either as 

extremist ranters, or no stalgias, 
or as driven more by personal 
ambition than rational analysis. 

Because it is only rarely that 
the sensible case against mon- 
etary union is set out, there is 
a grave danger that ordinary 
people will allow themselves to 
be persuaded "that the mea- 



sured men are right and the 
ranters wrong. 

In fact there is a powerful 
case to be made that a currency 
union is technically the incor- 
rect form for the European 
economy, and an absolutely 
overwhelming case that it ts 
unnecessary for Europe’s eco- 
nomic prosperity. 

The technical case has been 
made this week - ironically, a 
couple of days after the chris- 
tening of tire Euro - by the 
OECD, the economic “dub” of 
the world's richest nations. Its 
latest Economic Outlook gives 
a cool assessment of the diffi- 
culties Europe faces. It starts, 
reasonably enough, by outfitting 
the theoretical advantages of a 
common currency: removing 


the risk and costs of having 
exchange rate adjustments 
would make cross-border trade 
easier and allow companies to 
concentrate on spotting oppor- 
tunities based on changes in 
demand, tastes, and so on. 

This takes up 20 lines of texL 
There follow 140 lines on the 
problems. Some of these are 
transitional. But the OECD 
highlights a further set of prob- 
lems that would occur once the 
common currency was in place. 
At the moment countries can 
adapt their monetary policies to 
local needs: they can meet reces- 
sion by dropping short-term 
interest rates and if necessary 
allowing the currency to depre- 
date. With a common currency 
they would not be aUe to do this. 


Instead, they would have to 
adjust by cutting wages, or by 
encouraging workers to migrate 
to another part of the EU, or by 
having the more buoyant parts 
of Europe transfer funds (taxing 
the tidier parts and subsidising 
the poorer ones). 

The United States does 
make just such adjustments 
through migration and fiscal 
transfers, but within Europe 
migration is much more lim- 
ited (and causes considerable 
tension), while the relatively 
tiny transfer of taxes by Brus- 
sels is politically very unpopu- 
lar. Without those mechanisms 
there would have to be swings 
in money wages, “and there 
are limits ” the OECD says, 
“to the speed with which nom- 


inal wages are likely to adjust.” 

You can see the point If peo- 
ple can move around in search 
of jobs and if rich areas subsidise 
poor, then you can have a sin- 
gle currency and single mone- 
tary policy. If not, you car ’l Pro- 
vided the European economy 
operates as a single 
entity .responding in the same 
way to economic forces from 
around the world, then a com- 
mon monetary policy wfll adapt 
to its needs. But if different parts 
of the European economy are 
affected in different ways, then 
monetary policy cannot cope. 
The key question is: to what 
extent does the European econ- 
omy behave as a single entity? 

Some parts do: Germany, 
the Netherlands and Austria 


are almost completely inte- 
grated economies. But the rest 
of the EU is not. For example, 
if world oil prices rise, the 
impact on the British balance of 
payments is positive, but on vir- 
tually the whole of the rest of 
the EU it is negative. If there 
is a boom in the world demand 
for machine tools, Germany 
benefits, but the impact else- 
where is muted. 

There are also differences in 
financial structure between the 
various European economies, 
such as the size of the owner- 
occupied housing sector, the 
importance of short-term bor- 
rowings, the importance of 
stock-market finance. A single 
change in interest rates will 
produce different effects. 


The great American stalemate 

Both Republicans and Democrats raised hopes, then dashed them. There is a lesson here for Tony Blair 


I 


f you think there are signs of 
__ degeneration in the British polit- 
ical system, a few days in Washing- 
ton DC is a fine way of putting it all 
into perspective. We haven't bad 
Whitehall shut down for lack of 
money, or the sort of institutional 
gridlock that has brought the US gov- 
ernment into disrepute and chaos. 
But the American election campaign 
coming next year will be full of res- 
onance for us. 

The conventional wisdom is now 
that Qin ton, having climbed from 
the depths of public disgust and 
evaded the probing fingers of the 
Whitewater affair, will be tri- 
umphantly re-elected, the first Demo- 
cratic president to gain more than one 
victory since Franklin D Roosevelt. 

Clinton will manage this not 
because of anything he has actually 
done, but for three negative reasons. 
First, the best-known conservative. 
Newt Gingrich, is even more hated for 
jus tantrums, taint of personal cor- 
ruption and partisan aggression. Sec- 
ond. because the Republicans haven't 
yet been able to muster a candidate 
anv more charismatic than the ageing 
Bob Dole, a man with a large repu- 
tation for smallness of spirit. And 
third, because many natural aonsere- 
a lives are so disgusted with nmm- 
stream politics that they are likely to 
turn to a third-party candidate such 
as Ross Perot. . , 

America's dilemma is smnmanseo 
hv the dark-coloured words spmnmg 
through that last ** 

description - “bated , 

“corruption’', “smallness ofs pmt, 
“disgusted". They too have a two-party 
svsumTand they too seem to be 
iccreasmglv disillusioned by it. 

There is a good counter-mtwwe 
case to be made against another 


Clinton victory. For instance, the 
collapse of the Democrats in the US 
South means that Clin ton would have 
to win every single Midwestern state 
- and all but one of them are gov- 
erned by Republicans. 

Then there’s the unpredictable 
effect of the race itself The Republi- 
can primary contest has been an extra- 
ordinary media turn-off. With Colin 
Powell a non-runner, there has been 
nobody much to challenge Dole. The 
Washington pundits and television 
stations have focused instead on the 



and the White House, leaving would- 
be Republican presidents, including 
such once-notorious figures as Pat 
Bu chanan, to slog round the talk-show 
and cable TV circuit. 

It has had its funny side: the Wash- 
ington Past recently reported on the 
frustration of “candidates who have 
spent more than 350 days campaign- 
ing m I ewa” without benefit of the air- 
time they had expected. One of them, 
the terminally un charismatic Tbxan 
senator, PM Gramm, came off his 
high horse and pleaded with the mere 
handful of reporters who turned up 
one stormy night at his meeting: “I 
came to Iowa to be covered. You've 
got to cover me.” 

Since Clinton seems virtually 
uncontested as the Democratic can- 
didate, this expense of spirit in a 
waste of indifference is likely to con- 
tinue for some time. But once the 
race proper heats up, the reporters 
and cameras will be back, mistakes 
will be amplified and anything can 
happen. It’s worth recalling how 
pointless the Democratic struggle 
over who would challenge the 
“unbeatable” George Bush seemed 
when Clinton himself was slogging 
round rainy Iowa. 


ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of the Year 


Many Americans are 
so disgusted that they 
are likely to turn to a 
third-party candidate 


But whether it’s Clinton, Dole or 
Senator X who wins the 1996 White 
House contest, there are enough 
underlying signs of sickness in the 
American political system lo worry all 
apparatchiks. Both main parties are 
highly unpopular, for reasons that are 
blatantly advertised by the long strug- 
gle over the budget. 

Both Clinton in 1992 and the 
Republican “revolutionaries” who 
stormed Congress two years later had 
won tty promising to he different, lo 
cut through the capital's culture of 
dosed deals and postponed decisions, 
din ton was going to reinvent gov- 
ernment, “end welfare as we know it” 
and repudiate the old Democrat lob- 
bies still present in Congress. Once 
installed, though, he bunked and 
backed down. 

Newt's revolutionary guard, mean- 
while, were going to reclaim govern- 
ment for the little guy, forcing through 
a balanced budget In the event they 
have been tougher than expected on 


the poor, who don’t voLe, or vole 
Democrat but have backed away 
from the bold promises to reform pol- 
itics by tackling campaign financing, 
the special-interest groups and term 
limits for Congress. 

As Clinton, Dole and Gingrich 
argued about the future of health care 
and welfare for the poorest in Amer- 
ica, some SlOObn of direct and indi- 
rect subsidies to big business was 
barely grazed. As one political analyst 
put it to me: “The Republicans 
adroitly rode a tide of anti-government 
populism into Congress. But they 
haven’t brought down the temple and 
thrown out the corrupt political class." 

Both parties, in other words, have 
raised hopes for a real change in 
American politics, then dashed them. 
Hence the sour mood among voters 
and the readiness to contemplate a 
radical break with what still seems an 
old order. 

Dissident Democrats as well as 
Republicans hoped that Powell would 
be their man, but the general 
declined. Now strange little Perot, jug- 
eared, provocative, with a simple 
chirpy message, is back on the stump. 
Will Marshall, of the Democratic 
Leadership Council (roughly equiva- 
lent to the modernisers of "new 
Labour" here) warns that “we may 
have an organised independent party 
in up to 40 states in ’96.” 

In just 18 days recently, Perot reg- 
istered 120,000 voters in California to 
get the Reform Italy on lo the ballot 
- considered quite a feat by the pro- 
fessionals. Pollsters differ on just how 
big the disillusioned centre of US pol- 
itics might be, but reckon that any- 
where between 20 and 40 per cent of 
the vote is available. 

They are. of course, a hugely dis- 
parate group, ranging from anti-gov- 


ernment libertarians to moderate 
suburbanites. But they are united in 
finding the traditional pro-big-busi- 
ness Republicans and the inner-city, 
trade-union-financed Democrats 
equally uninspiring. 

In the shorter term, this revulsion 
from the old parties is unlikely to 
achieve much beyond helping Clinton 
in his battle with Dole. But there is a 
shift in the tectonic plates of Ameri- 
can politics which could in time shake 
and then transform the party system. 
As things stand, the Democrats, with 
their inner-city “rotten boroughs” 
and lack of popular appeal are the 
biggest likely losers. 

The great irony for a British 
observer is that Lhe “new Democrat” 
reform movement was formed a 
decade ago partly because of the 
example of the doomed Labour Party. 
Now, though, as Marshall says, Tony 
Blair is admired in Washington: 
“Labour is a disciplined party with a 
directed intelligence; Blair can make 
it stick. We can’t make it slick." He, 
like other reformist Democrats, is 
worried about Clinton, gloomy about 
his rickety party, and concerned 
about the longer-term future of 
American politics. 

To come to Washington and hear 
Labour praised is a novel experience. 
But there is a warning for Blair here, 
too: in politics there are few thing s 
more dangerous than arousing popu- 
lar optimism and expectation of 
change, and then foiling to deliver iL 
In different ways, both Republicans 
and Democrats are guilty of just this 
sin. Last week they seemed locked like 
exhausted wrestlers in a grip neither 
could escape. At the century’s end, 
America is bored and angry with the 
spectacle; the year ahead may show 
how bored, ana how angry. 


Image: Jim Pavtidis 
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And look at the current 
economic cycle. The Anglo- 
Saxon economies - the US, 
UK. Canada and Australia - 
have all moved a clear IS 
months ahead of continental 
Europe, where monetary policy 
was determined tty' the needs of 
German unification. 

That particular experience is 
not going to occur again, but 
other shocks will. And once a 
common currency is established, 
breaking up is hard to do. 

Besides, we don’t need 
EMU. The presumption that 
the European economy ought 
lo become more integrated is 
wrong. It is quite true that the 
great burst of prosperity in the 
last 30 years has been associ- 
ated with each country special- 
ising more and more. In every 
EU member the proportion of 
exports to GDP rose between 
1960 and 1994. 

But think what specialisation 
means. It means turning over 
more and more of the economy 
to imports, and relying increas- 
ingly on exports to pay for 
theas. At some stage we are 
going to reach the point where 
there is not much to be gained 
by increasing trade between 
similar countries; wealth will be 
generated more by trade 
between dissimilar countries. 

Europe may be reaching a 
point where it can no longer get 


richer by boosting its internal 
trade (particularly since, for de- 
mographic reasons alone, it will 
be a slow-growing region): 
instead, it can get richer princi- 
pally by increasing its trade with 
the rapidly growing countries of 
East .Asia and its own economic 
hinterland of Eastern Europe. 

If that is where the ElXs 
prosperity lies (and 1 believe it 
is) then a single currency is an 
irrelevance. 

Besides, countries such as 
Hong Kong and Singapore, tin) 
by comparison to most EU 
nations, have managed to 
achieve European living stan- 
dards without the need to be 

The key question 
is; to what extent 
does the European 
economy behave as 
a single entity? 


members of a large currency 
union, while two of the richest 
European nations. Norway and 
Switzerland, have decided to 
stay outside the EU altogether. 
Ireland, one non-core EU mem- 
ber that might opt to join EMU, 
chose to break its currency union 
with Britain in 1978. and' subse- 
quently (thanks in part to EU 
subsidies ) has grown faster than 
the UK. Clearly prosperity can 
be achieved by small countries 
that run their own currencies. 

If there are all these rational 
arguments against a currency 
union, why is the EU marching 
on towards one? It is a big ques- 
tion and deserves a big answer. 
I think it is one of those cases 
where rational individuals 
behave in a collectively stupid 
way. Heavens knows, there are 
plenty of examples in European 
hisioiy, the most extreme being 
the mixture of arrogance and 
madness that led lo the First 
World Whr. and the weakness 
and vacillation that led to the 
Second. For supporters of mon- 
etary union, their dream is 
almost a compensation for 
these past failures, an atone- 
ment: if we do not move for- 
ward we will slide back. 

Not true. We can reach a 
plateau: a level of cultural and 
economic unity that recognises 
diversity- and respects it. If. on 
the other hand, politics pushes 
beyond economic reality, it 
does risk disaster. The UK will 
probably be saved by its opt- 
outs. but my fear is that France 
and Germany will indeed 
achieve a currency union in the 
first decade of the* next century. 
If they do. it will will break up 
acrimoniously in the second 
and will come to be judged as 
a grand historical error. We will 
wonder how sensible people 
came to be so stupid. 


David Woodhead 

in the name of fairness, keep assisted places 

But intelligence has rightly been 
inely dr 


T share Potiv Toynbee's distaslefor 

I snobbery, whether found 
pendent school or state schook 
With more socially arceptablecatc 
meut ureas ihanothersBut^n 
she is open to th e char 8 c of ^ 

self-satisfaction- BOO d 

in “Buviire more than iff** ® 
CdSaS" &) December) she com- 

, fiSSdf with the thoqdtf 
wherever sfre fixed and W* ‘ 


a bulletin on behalf of parents less 
well off than her but no less anxious 
to secure the best education for their 
children. We challenged Labour to 
come clean on its plans for indepen- 
dent schools, not by mipepresenting 
its position but by quoting its leading 


The train issue is the choice which 
is open to Polly loynbee ; because she 
canafford it, but which, trader 
Labour, will be cosed'O^hers 


canno1 areept 


commodity. It is therefore a fairer 
way of selecting pupils than by income 
or address. 

Professor Joan Freeman revealed 
a simil ar blind spot in her letter on 19 
December. Her interpretation of 
research by Professor ft: ter Saunders 
and the link she made with assisted 
places combined superficiality’ with 
inaccuracy. 

The research did not show state 
schools “are doing as well by their 
pupils” as independent schools: it was 
not a study of schools’ current per- 
formances but of a cohort of people 


bora nearly 40 years ago. More reli- 
able guides to performance are 
Department for Education and 
Employment statistics. They show 
pupils at all ability levels in indepen- 
dent schools achieving better results 
than candidates at other schools. 

Professor Freeman's assertions 
about the backgrounds and perfor- 
mance of pupils on the assisted places 
scheme do not bear scrutiny. 
Research does not show that “most of 
the chosen children are from profes- 
sional homes”, it shows that at least 
eight out of 10 are working class and 
lower middle class. Last year, assisted 
place pupils had an overall pass rate 

o mom 


of 93.48 per cent (51.26 per cent at 
grades A and B) at A -level and 91.84 
per cent (73.91 per cent at grades A 
and B) at GCSE. More than 90 per 
cent went on to university degree 
courses. 

Such impressive outcomes fully 
vindicate investment in the govern- 
ment scheme. They should even per- 
suade Polly Toynbee to join the cam- 
paign to preserve it for the benefit of 
those whose resources are more lim- 
ited than hers. 

77n» writer u national director of the 
Independent Schools Information 
Service. 
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Bank breakthrough: Initial compensation to be at least 20p in the pound □ Head of criticised supervision oper ation announc es ea^^gparture 





pocket first 
in summer 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

More lh:in 35.Or.rt> Inn^-suft'cr- 
ing British creditors of the dis- 
graced Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International will 
see their first compensation 
payout of at least 2Pp in the 
pound by neu summer. The 
final obstacle was cleared in a 
Luxembourg eourl yesterday, 
ending years of frustration and 
uncertainty since the bank was 
closed by regulators in July 
l 0l, i follow ing the Jiseo\ ery of 
missive long-ierm fraud. 

Sources al Touche Ri'»ss,. the 
liquidators, suggested that the 
first payout might eventually lx 
higher, but this can only be de- 
cided in .April 1996. The liq- 
tiidauirs. who are seeking to 
recover u> many of the assets as 
possible on behalf of creditors, 
also Ik ip.- that large funds will be 
available for further compensa- 
tion payments front the several 
litigation cases underway. 

BCCI. closed by the Bank of 
England and regulators in the 
two . .iher jurisdictions where it 
was registered. Luxembourg 
and the Cayman Islands, left 
more ih:ui CTm of debLs. Ot the 
25't.iKHi creditor- world-wide, 
some e5.ni in are based in Hie 
UK. a large proportion of them 
from the \<ian community. 

About e<> local councils are 
owed a total of tS2m. which 
they lost in deposits at the 
bank. Worst hit was the West- 


ern Isles council, which lost 
£24m. Until now British credi- 
tors have only received pay- 
ments under the Bank of 
England's Depositors Protec- 
tion Fund, with a maximum of 
£15.1*10. 

.Although the first settlement 
deal with Abu Dhabi, the ma- 
jority shareholder, was signed as 
long ago as the summer of 
creditors' hopes of re- 
ceiving some money have been 
constantly thwarted by a series 
of court delays. Legal agree- 
ment was necessary from ail 
three jurisdictions, but Luxem- 
bourg has proved the source of 
most of the difficulties. 

Yesterday marked the re- 
moval of the final technical 
hurdle, as the Luxembourg 
court formally approved the 
earlier withdrawal of an appeal 
against the .settlement from 
four former BCCI employees. 

The liquidators have so far re- 
trieved some t'2.2bn. including 
fl.2bn in a settlement with 
Abu Dhabi, and the remainder 
from funds located in the LIS 
and a settlement with Saudi 
Arabia's most prominent bank- 
ing family. 

However, only £1.3bn or so 
is likely to be used for the first 
tranche of the compensation 
payout, as the liquidators arc re- 
quired to withhold funds to 
complete the heavy litigation 
schedule and as a contingency 
for the myriad of disputes in the 
affair. 


The biggest potential pot of 
money for creditors and former 
employees of the hank is the lit- 
igation being pursued by 
Touche Ross. The liquidators 
are suing the Bank of England 
over “misfeasance in public 
office". Touche Ross claims the 
Bank failed in its role as regu- 
lator of BCCI. 

The liquidators are also su- 
ing Luxembourg's banking reg- 
ulator. the Inslitut Monetaire 
Luxembourgeois. The biggest 
action of all is against BCCI's 
auditors. Price Waterhouse, for 
a claim of £2bn plus interest. 
Price Waterhouse recently an- 
nounced plans to seek protec- 
tion for its audit business from 
legal claims by re-registering it 
in Jersey, but this would not 
help against the BCCI claim, the 
biggest outstanding against the 
auditing profession. 

BCCI. founded in Luxem- 
bourg by the Pakistan busi- 
nessman Agha Hasson Abedi in 
1972. collapsed after a string of 
investigations into its affairs 
showed widespread evidence of 
money-laundering, fraud and 
deceit. 

A LIS judge hearing evidence 
into one of the cases dubbed the 
bank "the most corrupt in his- 
tory". The CIA admitted using 
BCCI to move money involved 
in drug stings. Many former of- 
ficials of the bank" have been 
jailed or fined following inves- 
tigations and court cases into the 
bank's collapse. 


Angry creditors: Members of the UK's Asian community in an earlier protest about their treatment following the collapse of BCCI 

Quinn plans retirement from Bank 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Brian Quinn, the executive 
director of the Bank of England 
who was responsible for bank- 
ing supervision, is to retire in 
February, nine months before 
his 60th birthday. 

The Bank flatly denied 
suggestions that his departure 
was linked with the Banngs col- 
lapse in February - though 
there was criticism of the su- 
pervision department in a re- 
port in the summer which led 
to the resignation of Christo- 


pher Thompson, one of its 
senior officials. 

Mr Quinn's career as a senior 
executive in banking supervi- 
sion and then as executive di- 
rector in over-all charge has 
spanned three traumatic 
episodes in the Bank of Eng- 
land's recent history. They 
were the collapse of Johnson 
Matthcy Bankers in 19S4, when 
the Bank bought the company 
for £1 to save the bullion mar- 
ket from panic; the collapse of 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International in 1991; and the 
Barings collapse in February'. 


A Bank spokesman said Mr 
Quinn had told Eddie George, 
the Governor, more than a 
year ago - before the Barings 
crash - that he would not be 
seeking a further term as a di- 
rector when his present term ex- 
pired in February 1996. The 
Bank was uaable to say if Mr 
Quinn, a Glaswegian, was mov- 
ing elsewhere, though there 
have been rumours that be is to 
become chairman of Celtic, the 
Glasgow football dub. 

The Bank said it was unusual 
for executive daectozs to stay on 
past 60, though there bad been 


cases. All appointments to the 
court are for four years and Mr 
Quinn would have to stay until 
the age of 63 if be served an- 
other term. 

Mr Quinn's post as executive 
director is to be filled by 
Michael Foot, bead of banking 
supervision. Sir John Hall, who 
developed Newcastle's Metro 
Centre, and John Neill, chief ex- 
ecutive of Unipart. become 
non-executive directors, re- 
placing Sir Christopher Hogg 
and Professor Sir Roland Smith. 
Mervyn long has been reap- 
pointed an executive director. 





Brian Quinn: Intends to 
retire before reaching 60 


Mixed signals: Housing market shows signs of improvement while a decline in imports signals a run-down in manufacturers' stockpiles 

run 


Trade deficit fall ‘sign 
of weakening economy’ 


Societies buoyant at surge in borrowing 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Lirii.iir.V trade baljnce with 
count no i>ui>idc the Euro- 
pean Lin ion improved unex- 
pected!} in November lo ils Jv>l 
for eight month*. But econo- 
mists warned that one reason 
for the improvement - a fall in 
imports - signalled that the 
eeonorm was set to weaken as 
manufacturers ran don n excess 
Mocks. 

The non-EU trade deficit 
was E5t J0m in Not ember. down 
from the record £1.2hn in 
October and halt' what the 
markets had been expecting. 
Official statisticians said that the 
trend deterioration in the 
balance had halted. 

Exports jumped by £5(iUm to 
reach a record £5.Sbn. Erratic 
items - principally the sale of a 
warship to Saudi Arabia - ac- 
counted for half the rise in ex- 
ports. But the underlying 


xolumc - stripping out erratics 
and oil - rose by 5 per cent 

Tlie increase in exports was to 
all areas outside the European 
Union. Sales to North .America 
increased by ElOOm and have 
now risen by 1 i per cent in the 
last three months compared 
with the previous three. 

There was a particularly sharp 
jump in the volume of finished 
manufactures. These rose by 7 
per cent in the three months 
ending November compared 
with the previous three months. 

~lf the world performs - and 
this month's data suggest the LIS 
is buying again - then so. loo. 
will manufacturing industry.” 
said Geoffrey Dicks. UK econ- 
omist at NatWest Markets. 

Exporters cut their prices for 
finished goods in November. In 
the three months ending No- 
vember. prices rose by just I per 
cent compared with the previ- 
ous three months. This con- 
trasted with an 8 per cent 


increase on last year. This, said 
Mr Dicks, suggested that "‘UK 
exporters are pricing more 
aggressively to obtain sales in a 
difficult world environment." 

Imports fell by £200m to 
fb-3bn. The fall was concen- 
trated in pan-finished goods, 
implying that the long-awaited 
rundown in inventories has 
begun. “This Is the fust signifi- 
cant evidence that manufactur- 
ers are no longer rebuilding 
stocks." said Adam Cole. UK 
economist at James Capel. 

The principal concern now is 
that the upturn in exports to 
countries outside the EU will be 
offset bv a downturn in exports 
to the EU as demand weakens 
on the Continent. 

A survey by Royal Bank of 
Scotland revealed that smaller 
exporter have become less op- 
timistic about export prospects 
in the next year, mainly because 
of worries about sales to Con- 
tinental Europe. 


DIANE COYLE 
and NIC CICUTTl 

Hopes that the housing market 
might finally be inching its way 
out of its 'deepest slump in 
more than 20 years grew yes- 
terday after figures from build- 
ing societies and banks showed 
that the number of prospective 
borrowers climbed significant- 
ly last month. 

The Building Societies 
Association said the estimated 
number of would-be borrowers 
reached 48,000 in November, up 
from 42.000 the previous month. 
There was also a sharp rise in 
societies' mortgage lending. 

In a further sign of buoyancy 
in the economy, high street 
banks reported the second- 
highest amount of new lending 
to the personal sector. Loans 
dipped slightly below' Octobers 
record level. 

In addition, broad money 
growth, fuelled by the sharp in- 
crease in persona] loans, burst 
above the Government’s 3-9 per 
cent target range for the first 
time last month. 


The broad measure of money 
supply, M4, grew by 9.3 percent 
in the 12 months to November, 
the first time it has breached the 
set since its introduction in 
iy ! 

the Exchequer and Governor of 


targei 

early 


1993. The Chancellor of 


the Bank of England died rapid 
growth of broad money as a rea- 
son for cutting base rates by only 
a quarter point last week. 

Simon Briscoe, UK econo- 
mist at the securities firm 
Nikko, said: “Its strength will 
prompt more people to think 


M4 growth 



1992 93 94 95 96 


that the next rate cut might be 
delayed a little." ' t 

The building societies' mort- 
gage commitments, made about 
10 weeks before the loan takes 
place, are often seen as a 
longer-term indicator of the 
housing market 

Fuelling hopes that these fig- 
ures arc not a short-term blip, 
the number of commitments 
was up by 7.4 per cent in the 
three months to the end of 
November. 

Lending by the societies rose 
sharply, up' from £295 m in 
October to £8b5m. Future new 
loan agreements hit JE3.2bn, up 
from almost £2.9bn in the 
previous month. 

Fears that the societies’ up- 
ward lending trend was due to 
the continuing price war with 
large high street banks were dis- 
pelled by further figures from 
the British Bankers’ Ass- 
ociation. These showed that 
the banks’ home loans grew 
from £616m to £677m over the 
same period. 

Ian Shepherdson, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC GreeoweU, said 


yesterday: “Given that new 
commitments are by far the best 
indicator of [future} activity 
and prices, the outlook for the 
housing market is now. very . 
promising-” 

Adrian Coles, director gen- 
eral of the Building Societies 
Association, described the fig- 
ures as a “welcome reversal” of 
previously bad results. He said 
it was hoped they signalled the 
start of a modest recovery. 
Thanks to the two recent 
reductions in mortgage rates, 
home loan costs are at their 
lowest level since 1968. 

Tim Sweeney, director gen- 
eral of the BBA, said: “Personal 
credit demand continued to be 
buoyant in November." 

At £947m, new lending to in- 
divt duals was just over £200m ' 
below the previous month’s 
record figure. 

KevwDarimgton. UK econ- 
omist at the tankers Hoare 
G ovett, said: "It would appear 
that the personal sector is 
starting to borrow and spend 
again." 

Other lending by the big 


British banks was more sub- 
dued last month. An increase of 
£93n> in fending to manufac- 
. taring, UKunlyip the transport . 
, electrical engineering and food, 
drink and tobacco industries, 
was more than offset by a mas- 
sive £7 19m repayment of loans 
by securities firins. 

Their partem of borrowing 
and repayments is highly errat- 
ic, so the underlying trend m 

- bank lending was stronger than 
the total suggested. 

Last month’s -repayment 
meant total new lending by 
banks and building societies 
dipped by £2bn to £3.4bn in 
November, to a level 8.2 per 
cent higher than a year earher. 

Some City economists said 
tiie lending figure was inflated 
by the fact that tire Government 
bad not fended aQ of its deficit 
through gilt sales last month. 
The public sectortherefore ac- 
counted for £2.9bn of Novem- 
bers bank borrowing. 

The suggests (hat some of the 

- Strength -tf fending could un- 
wind m coming months. 

Comment, page 17 


Hanson lays axe to debt with £L5bn US disposals 



timber swap strikes rt rich 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Hanson took a big step towards 
its goal of raiding £2bn from dis- 
posals yesterday, announcing 
the sale ol Cavenham Forest In- 
dustries and a purl-flotation of 
Suburban Propane, two of its 
largest US businesses, for a 
combined £1.5hn. 

The deals will cut a swathe 
through group borrowings, ex- 
pected to rise lo £4.7bn once 
Hanson pays £2-5bn for Eastern 
Group, the regional electricity 
company it acquired earlier 
this year. Those debts would 
have’ represented 130 per cent 


of shareholders’ funds, a level 
Derek Bonham, chief executive, 
said recently would be aggres- 
sively reduced. 

Mr Bonham said yesterday. 
“These disposals are part of our 
programme to concentrate on 
fewer, larger activities. Proceeds 
will be used to strengthen the 
balance sheet and invest in our 
existing major businesses." 

Hanson is focused on chem- 
icals. consumer goods, includ- 
ing tobacco, energy and 
building materials. 

Attention now turns to the 
timing of Hanson's sale of its 
stake in the National Grid, 
which it has said it will unload 


at some stage. Thai could raise 
over £40Qra, which would be 
boosted by the widely-lipped 
disposal of Seven Seas. Itae 
vitamin brand. 

Hanson says it plans to sell 
about 62 per cent of Suburban 
Propane through a public 
offering of 1S.75 million shares 
in the US’s third-largesr retail 
propane distributor. The offer, 
and a related debL issue, will 
raise about £5 00m for Hanson. 

Cavenham Forest Industries, 
which owns and manages 1.75 
million acres of prime US tim- 
borland and a substantial num- 
ber of sawmills, is expected to 
raise a further £1 bn. The nintii- 


largest tiro be rl and owner in 
the US, Cavenham owns some 
of the world’s most productive 
softwood -growing sites in Ore- 
gon, Washington, Louisiana 
and Mississippi 
Cavenham is being sold on 
after a dramatic improvement 
in ils underlying performance. 
Since its acquisition, Gaven- 
ham’s forest growth has ex- 
ceeded harvests by 36 per cent 
and its margins and productiv- 
ity have increased markedly, 
Cavenham came into the 
group when Sir James Gold- 
smith swapped it for a stake in 
Newmont Mining, which Han- 
son gained through ils 1989 


takeover of Consolidated Gold 
Fields. 

William Landuyt, chief exec- 
utive of Hanson Industries, the 
conglomerate's US arm, said: 
“Having dramatically increased 
Cavenham’s timber margins 
and brought its mills up to 
world-class productivity, these 
prime assets are now worth 
more to buyers with specific tim- 
ber needs or adjacent forests.” 

The proposed Suburban deal 
sees Hanson retaining a 32 per 
cent stake in a new limited part- 
nership designed to allow the 
company to expand by issuing 
new partnership units to acquire 
other propane distributors. 
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France Telecom 
aims for 50% 
traffic boost 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

France Tfelecom intends to build 
telephone traffic by nearly 50 
per cent by 2000 and to outpace 
the competition following tele- 
com liberalisation, accor ding to 
the first public statements of its 
new chief executive, Michel 
Bon. 

Speaking in Paris, Mr Bon 
said an emphasis on b uilding 
the company's mobile pfione 
network, along with a greater 
focus on customers, would gen- 
erate an additional 50 billion 
minutes of telephone nw, ris- 
mg to 170 billion wi thin five 
years. 

He said that the mobile net- 
work would now to cover as 
many as 5 minion users by the 
end of the decade, and a pro- 
gramme of investment and 
fresh hiring would be launched 
from early 1996. 

He added that cost-culling 

and lower bask rales could gei^ 
crate sales 25 per cent higher 
than cuirentfy, allowing the 
stale-owned operator to expand 
even if it loses market share to 
newcomers after the market is 
fully deregulated in 1998. 

The plans were part of a rad- 
ical restructuring that would 


make the giant company. less 
hierarchical and more receptive 
to consumer demand, be said. 

Lower prices, new products 
and competition would force the 
pace of change, Mr Bon said. 
Daily use of telephones in 
Trance is eigbr minures, com- 
pared with 20 minutes in 
America. - 

“Wj must reduce tips gap,” he 
said; “and this is achievable - 
given that our standards of liv- 
ing arts roughly comparable . ” 

He warnedrhowever, that the 
company would have to gain 
greater fleribility in its pricing 
regHneif it was Ip safeguard its 
public sendee mandate. 

Promising a phased invest- 
ment plan to upgrade- the net- 
work, Mi Bon said the 
development of a modem com- 
puter infrastructure- for tele- 
phoneservfces was crucial lo his 
plans.: He spent three months 
spealdog to more than 1,000 
■ Prance Telecom emplaces, and 
conducted that ,, our technical 
ability and innovative sense" 4 
were the company’s greatest 
v strengthsT ‘ 

Mr Bon was a compromise 
candidate for the France Tele- 
com posU followmg disagree - 
ments-betweetthis predecesore 
and tte French government. 
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Unsackable should not mean unaccountable 


"Tbe embarrassments 
of the last 10 days 

might have been , 
avoided if there had 
been Hill disclosure of 
all the details of the 
lottery bids and Mr 
Davis's investigations 
had beeh conducted 
in lull public view* 


A ?Voginfe Bottomley has just discovered, 
to be about as easy to remove 
one of Britain's regulators from office as it 
is to impeach an American president. At least 
two cabinet ministers, including Mrs 
Botlomiey, have sought advice from end ser- 
vants and lawyers about whether sacking a 
regulator is within their powers. Each tinu» 
they have been told that, short of a regula- 
toiyWiifirgatc, they should not bother to try. 
, The joke of it is that Westminster sources 
nave been suggesting that Mis Bonomley 
-renamed on political grounds from getting 
ndof Peter Davis, the lotteries regulator, 
because senior ministers persuaded her that 
a sacking would overshadow the success of 
the lott ery. Mr Davis’s terms of employment 
suggest a rather simpler explanation. The lot- 
teries legislation says he can only be removed 
from office on the grounds of “incapacity or 
misbehaviour”. The plain fact is that if she 
had sacked him and he had dug his heels in 
and gone to court, he might have won. 

Mr Davis was foolish to accept free flights 
from GTech against the advice of civil ser- 
vants. But he certainly did not do it as a 
result of incapacity, and to prove in court 
that it was misbehaviour would be an uphill 
struggle. The word implies deliberate mis- 
conduct rather than incompetence or bad 
judgement It would probably take more 
than acceptance of free frights to demon- 
strate misbehaviour. 

So who was the other regulator whose 
minister asked for advice about whether 


there could be a sacking? It was Professor 
Stephen Uttlechild of Offer after his deci- 
sion to reopen the electricity pricing review 
last spring. The same legal phrase - dismissal 
only on grounds of “incapacity or misbe- 
haviour” - also protects other key regulators 
such as Don Cruickshank of Ortei and 
Care Spotliswoode of Of gas. 

The phrase appears in the legislation for 
a very good reason. It allows regulators to 
deliberate with the independence and free- 
dom from interference of the judiciary. From 
an investors' point of view, it also protects 
privatised companies from arbitrary pressure 
from ministers, for example to reduce prices. 

But checks and balances are missing. As 
well as being unsackable. regulators are 
pretty nearly unaccountable and their work- 
ings are far from transparent. There are dif- 
ficulties with increasing accountability, either 
to Parliament or ministers, because it would 
undermine that treasured independence. 
The practical alternative, which would do 
just as much to increase the public confi- 
dence that is so dearly lacking, is a much 
increased level of openness. 

The best example of how not to run a reg- 
ulator is Mr Davis's own little empire at 
Oflot, though the fault lies not so much with 
him as with the legal framework in which he 
operates. Camelot, the company be over- 
sees, is a monopoly working under a licence 
from government to a contract awarded by 
the regulator. It is hard to see whar h3rm 
could come of opening the books of Camelot 


and Oflot to all comers, yet Mr Davis oper- 
ates in a ludicrously unnecessary atmosphere 
of secrecy, all justified by commercial con- 
fidentiality. 

The embarrassments of the last Itl days 
might well have been avoided if there had 
been full disclosure of all the details of the 
original lottery bids, and if Mr Davis's 
investigations and negotiations had been 
conducted in AiU public view. This is a les- 
son for all Britain's army of regulators as well 
as a pointer to the need for urgent reform. 

Captain Oates defence 
will not help Forte 

T he High Court docs not seem to have ad- 
vanced things very much by ruling that 
the grandly named, and equally grandly- 
staffed, Council of Forte, should decide for 
itself what to do about Granada's £3 Jbn hos- 
tile takeover bid. In theory, the council can 
decide the outcome of the bid by exercising 
archaic powers which give its tiny fraction 
of the company's capital more than 50 per 
cent of the voting rights. In practice it will 
find itself back in court if it does anything 
oLher than stand aside and let the main body 
of shareholders decide. 

For other shareholders, the decision is 
becoming a more finely balanced one than 
it looked at the outset, when Forte's days as 
an independent company looked limited to 
the 60-dav duration of a normal bid 


timetable. Since then Forte has asLonished 
all with its willingness to take on board quite 
radical break-up and restructuring propos- 
als. It has also achieved some success in 
undermining Granada's case which, given 
the quality and expense of bidders advice, 
has on occasions been pul forward in an 
alarmingly sloppy and ill-thought-out way. 

Even so, there" is little love lost between 
Forte and its main institutional shareholders, 
many of whom arc still smarting all these 
years later over Lord Forte’s decision to per- 
petuate the dynasty by appointing his own son 
as successor. One question for Sir Rocco, 
therefore, is whether he should further spice 
up the defence by sacrificing himself - the so- 
called Captain Oates defence whereby the top 
man hits the ejector button to save the rest 
(*T"m going out, 1 may be some lime”). But 
however sore shareholders still fed about the 
manner of Sir Rocco’s appointment, we are 
in truth past the time for tinkering around at 
the top. For better or for worse. Forte will 
have to stand or fall by Sir Rocco’s record and 
his promise for the future. 

Misbehaving M4 
causes concern 

G oodhart’s law staLes that if the govern- 
ment has a serious target for something, 
it is bound to miss it. The eponymous Pro- 
fessor Goodhart is now at the LSE hut at the 
time he first made this observation he was with 


the Bank of England. He drew up the law with 
reference to money supply targets in the ear- 
ly monetarist days of Thatcherism. The cur- 
rent broad measure of the money supply, M4, 
was devised to halt the embarrassment of 
miss ed forecasts in the mid-1980s, when ex- 
isting monetary targets were spectacularly 
obeying Goodharl s law. It was the slowest- 
growing alternative the Treasury could find. 

Judging by yesterday's figures. M4 is now 
behaving no" better than its predecessors. It 
has breached its 3-9 per cent target, intro- 
duced in March 1993 when the previous tar- 
get turned out to be loo low. Those who 
think the economy is in a feeble state and 
in need of a series of base-rale cuts are 
inclined to dismiss M4's misbehaviour as 
largely irrelevant. 

That is not a view shared by the authori- 
ties. however. Both the Chancellor and the 
Governor of the Bank of England have 
referred to rapid money supply growth as a 
cause for concern and a "key inflationary indi- 
cator at their past three meetings. 

And the money and leading figures do 
seem to demonstrate that there are areas of 
buoyancy in the economy. Furthermore, they 
appear to show that the housing market is 
reviving. Personal borrowing from the big 
banks Fast month also remained close to 
Octobers record. Yesterday's figures lend 
credibility to Mr Clarke's prediction that 
consumer spending will lead to a revival in 
growth in 1996 - and musl pul a question 
mark over the speed of future base rate cuts. 


$lbn legal 
challenge 
to tobacco 
industry 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

The tobacco industry came un- 
der renewed attack" in the US 
yesterday as the state of Mass- 
achusetts filed a Slbn lawsuit 
against six giant cigarette com- 
panies, including Britain's BAX 
The state - where more than 
10,000 dozens (fie each year 
from smoking-related diseases 
- is frying to recover the costs 
of treaty diseasescaused by the 
habit ■’ 

The suit makes Massachusetts 
the fifth USstate to take on the 
tobacco industry. Its action is in 
addition to a well financed dass 
action representing all smokers 
addicted to nicotine which is 
pending in New Orleans. 

Masradnisem has joined Mis- 
sissippi, Minnesota, Florida and 
Virginia in taking on the to- 
bacco giants. Maryland has also 
promised to sue, while the big 
companies are suing Texas, which 
is considering an action. 

The intensficatian of the ac- 
rimony between American gov- 
ernment bodies and the 
industry has underlined the 
enormous stakes being played 
for in a business where volumes 
have grown by a quarter in the 
past 15 years despite declines in 
the mature markets of the Wait. 

Scott Harshbazger, the slate 
Attorney-General, said: "To- 
day we say: enough is enough. 
For too long, the wrong people 
have paid too much in stagger- 
ing human ami financial costs for 
a poisonous product peddled by 
tobacco giants through allegedly 
deceptive means." 

The 75-page complaint he 
filed alleges that the tobacco in- 
dustry conspired to mislead lhe 
public by denying that ciga- 
rettes cause cancer, by denying 
that they are addictive and by 
denying’ that the industry ma- 


nipulates nicotine levels. The suit 
claims $lbn of damages based 
On the amount of taxpayers’ 
funds that the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts has spent 
through Medicaid and other 
programmes to pay for smok- 
ing-related health-care costs. It 
also seeks court orders requir- 
ing the defendants to disclose 
their research on smoking, ad- 
diction and the health conse- 
quences of smoking. 

“It is time to snuff out this 
deadly and deceptive conspir- 
acy. It is time for the industry 
to be forced to tell the truth. It 
is time for cigarette companies 
to pay for the damage they have 
done," Mr Harehbarger said. 

The case threatens to become 
a cause calibre thanks to the in- 
volvement on the state's tide of 
Harvard Law School Professor 
Laurence Tribe, a constitutional 
law expert who argued in the 
landmark GpoUone case before 
the Supreme Court, which es- 
tablished that some liability 
chums could go forward against 
the industry. He has argued in 
more than 20 cases before the 
court, winning most of them. 

The defendants hit back at 
Massachusetts’ claim, with RJ 
Reynolds counsel Daniel Don- 
ahue arguing: ‘pThey seek to by- 
pass the traditional principle 
that the injured party should be 
the one to file suit and that 
someone who sues on their be- 
half is subject to the same ar- 
guments.” The tobacco 
industry has never paid damages 
or settled a tobacco liability 
claim, in part because plaintiffs’ 
lawyers- who could only hope 
to recover damages for an in- 
dividual after years in court - 
eventually gave up. 

BAT’S shares shrugged off the 
latest development, closing lOp 
higher at 554p. 

Investment column, page 18 


Co-Op Bank finds a unusual angle on job creation in the North 



Terry Thomas, managing director of Co-Op Bank, announcing die creation of 425 jobs to be based at one of 
Britain's most unusual buildings, the ‘Stockport Pyramid' in Greater Manchester Photograph: PA 


Ruling leaves Forte battle in air 


MATHEW HORSMAN 
and JOHN SHEPHERD 

One of the most contentious 
issues in the £33bn hostile bid 
by Granada for Forte was left 
hanging in the air last night, fol- 
lowing a High Court ruling 
that the Council of Forte could 
make up its own mind about 
how to bid its 50 per cent vot- 
ing stake. 

According to the ruling, the 
council - which holds just 0.08 
per cent of the shares but half 
the votes - can accept or reject 
the Granada offer, or it can step 
aside and let ordinary share- 
holders decide Forte's fate. 

It was widely speculated, how- 
ever, that the Takeover Panel 
would force the conncil onto the 
tidelines if it decided on any- 
thing but neutrality. Granada is 
planning to seek additional 
guidance from the panel. 


Meanwhile. Forte yesterday 
strengthened its still-tenuous 
defence by announcing it had 
raised a net £108m from the sale 
of its US Travelodge hotel chain 
— just ahead of most expecta- 
tions. The deal, which brings to 



Sir Rocco Forte: Jockeying 
for position in the new year 


fl.lbn the sum that Forte has 
raised from disposals, came as 
the troubled negotiations for the 
sale of the While Hart hotel 
chain failed to rekindle. Forte 
said the talks, which stalled 
when a financing partner in the 
purchasing group bowed out. 
would resume in the new year. 

Analysts said Forte’s refusal 
to accept a sharp reduction in 
the sale price of the While 
Hart chain was an encouraging 
sign that the company would noi 
engage in a fire sale of assets. 

Forte, headed by Sir Rocco 
Forte, trumpeted die sale of the 
Travelodge properties to HFS. 
the economy hotel franchising 
company, as proof it was man- 
aging the company effectively. 

Granada responded that the 
disposal came after several 
years’ of investment in the 
"chain, and that the price might 
have been higher had Forte 


wailed. “This is not necessari- 
ly the best time to be selling 
these assets." an insider said. 
Analysts were likewise con- 
cerned that the White Hart 
sale was coming at a bad time. 
“There arc plenty of similar as- 
sets on the market," one ana- 
lyst said. 

The battle is expected to 
continue in the new year, with 
boLh sides jockeying for ad- 
vantage. Analysts said yesterday 
that Granada would have to 
raise its initial offer to win. 

In addition, there were signs 
in the City of frustration with 
what one analyst called Grana- 
da's “sound bite” campaign. 
He claimed that the company 
did not provide adequate detail 
of its plans to cut up to £I00m 
out of Forte's annual cosls. 
and that it wrongly charac- 
terised Forte's cost structure. 

Comment, above 


Carnaud bid faces final hurdle 


- I' 
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RUSSELL HOTTEN 

A takeover bv America's Crown 
Cork & Seal of the Ajiglo- 

Frcnch company CarnaudMet- 
aibex, creating the world s 
largest padcagmg compny- 
about to dear its final hurdles. 

Shares in CarnaudMetalbox 
were suspended in Pans and 
London vesierday white tne 
Bourse dealt with the necessary 
regulators' formalities for tne 
S53bn (£3.3bn) takeover. 

A formal announcement oi 
details of Crown Cork’s plans, 
bringing together companies 


with combined sales of SlObn, 
is expected tomorrow. Crown 
Cork’s shareholders approved 
the takeover on Tuesday. 

The takeover- has already 
been given the green light by the 
European Commission after 
the two tides agreed to sell five 
aerosol can factories. It is 
thought to be the biggest merg- 
er to come before the EC. 

Europe’s competition offi- 
cials feared that the takeover 
would have distorted the tin- 
plate market, giving the two 
companies a 60 per cent share 
within the Union, against a 20 


per cent share held by its 
nearest rival. 

After the takeover the group 
will have a market share of 
about 40 per cent in food cans. 
The nearest competitor wiD be 
Germany’s Schmalbacb-Lubeca. 
with about 20 per cent of the 
market 

Crown Cork is offering 1.086 
“units" for each CamaudMet- 
albox share. Each unit is made 
up of 0.75 Crown ordinary 
shares and 0.25 preferential 
shares, or FT225 (£30) in cash. 

Earlier this month Crown 
Cork shares fell sharply after a 


profils warning, casting a doud 
on the takeover plans. The 
company said its second-half 
earning? before charges would 
probably be under $55m, 
against last year’s S121m. The 
company blamed rising raw 
material prices, especially 
aluminium. 

During the summer Car- 
□audMetalbox issued its own 
profits warning and the chair- 
man, Jurgen Hintz. announced 
his resignation a few weeks lat- 
er. It is thought that Mr Hintz 
had strong objections to the 
Crown Cork deal. 


Fighting talk from Coal Investments 


DAVID HSUER 

Malcolm Edwards, 
and chief eaceurive of 


VEsnnszna, 

the company would survTvede- 

spitc toting the rihttommea 
coal face at Hem Heath coDiery 
near Soke- „ w_ 

“Wc will JE 

Edwards said. -We will be prof- 
itable from January, although 


our cash flow will now be much 

lower," he added. _ . 

Privately the former British 
Coal director said yesterday 
that he had no intention of re- 
hnquishing his post as chairman. 
“I have a firm determination to 
see this thing through,” he said. 

Coal Investments asked for its 
shares to be suspended on Tues- 
day after Staffordshire County 
Council refused pl an n in g per- 
mission for the Rowhurst seam 


at Hem Heath. The company 
was relying on the extra coal and 
revenue from the Hem Heath 
colliery to support a refinanc- 
ing and its fourth equity issue 

early next year. 

The company and the banks, 
which have instructed Arthur 
Andersen to give independent 
advice, have gone bade to the 
drawing board to re -evaluate the 
basis of the rights issue. 

Some institutions have 


already said that they are not 
like ly to support a rescue rights 
issue with Mr Edwards still in 
the position of chairman and 
chief executive. The company 
has appointed head-hunters to 
look tor a new chief executive. 

Mr Edwards, though, is con- 
fident he retains the support of 
his bankers, led by NatWest, 
UBS and Banque Indosuez. 

Shares were suspended at 
25p. 


Lloyd’s names 
to Ml by 15% 


nic cicum 

The number of Lloyd's names, 
who help to underwrite the be- 
leaguered market's insurance 
activities, will plummet by al- 
most 15 per cent to a new low 
of less Lhan 13,000 next year. 

The new figures, revealed 
by Lloyd's yesterday, compare 
with a high of almost 32.000 in 
1988. before the market faced 
a wave of claims that have al- 
most brought it to its knees. 

Insurance underwriting ca- 
pacity, the maximum amount of 
premium income the market 
can underwrite, will also dip 
from almost £10.2bn last year to 
about £9.85bn in 1996. 

The shift towards corporate 
underwriting was given fresh 
emphasis by the announcement 
that individual members will 
contribute about £6.85bn, or 69 
per cent, towards the amount. 
This compares with £7.8bn, or 
77 per cent ,the previous year, 
when just under 15,000 names 
were prepared to underwrite the 
market 

Corporate capacity, which is 
increasing from £236bn this 


year to more than £3bn in 1996, 
is being provided by 165 mem- 
bers in 71 corporate member 
groups. New corporate mem- 
bers, 25 in all, have enough 
funds to underwrite £365m of 
capacity, while an extra £289m 
has been allocated to existing 
corporate members. 

Despite the names' exodus, 
David Rowland, chairman of 
Lloyd’s, declared himself satis- 
fied with the new figures. 
“[They] clearly demonstrate 
the resilience of both the tra- 
ditional membership and the es- 
tablished and new corporate 
members.” he said. 

"Corporate capacity aL 
Lloyd's has now virtually dou- 
bled since it commenced un- 
derwriting in 1994. We take all 
this as a strong vote of confi- 
dence in Lloyd's at a time of 
radical change.” 

Mr Rowland said he also un- 
derstood the reasons for a tail- 
off in underwriting capacity. 
“The allocated figures reflect 
the managing agents' views of 
this stage of the insurance cy- 
cle, when rates are under pres- 
sure in some areas.” he said. 


IN BRIEF 


Institutions head for foreign shores 

Institutional investors made a record net investment of £4.Sbn 
in overseas securities during the third quarter of 1995. Pension 
funds alone invested £lJ5bn, the highest for four years. While they 
buOt up Lheir overseas holdings, pension funds ran down their 
investments in UK company securities to the nine of £2-1 bn. Over- 
all institutional net investment in UK equities fell by £200m. 
Institutional investment in gilts fell to a net £2-5bn, its lowest lev- 
el for almost two years. 

BT sets up in-house watchdog 

BT is to form a new regulatory and compliance department to 
ensure that the company keeps within its licence conditions and 
fair trading law. The announcement comes as Don Cruickshank. 
the watchdog, today sets out controversial proposals for sweep- 
ing new powers over BT through the introduction of general anti- 
competitive licence conditions. BT has complained vigorously about 
Mr Cruickshank' s intentions and there is a growing view that the 
company may opt to be referred to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission rather than accept the plan. 

PolyGram buys Goldwyn film library 


PolyGram. the music and entertainment group, has acquired the 
Samuel Goldwyn film and television library for $62m. The library 
contains 925 films including The Madness of King George, Much 
Ado About Nothing and Withering Heights, it also includes more 
than 700 episodes from television. PolyGram said its growing li- 
brary complemented its new film production activities. Samuel 
Goldwyn will use the proceeds of the disposal to restructure its 
bank debt. 

Big surge expected at Goldman Sachs 

Goldman Sachs, the IIS investment bank, is expected by New York 
analysis to report an £SS9m pre-tax profit this year, thanks to soar- 
ing US bond and stock markets and a surge of corporate takeover 
activity. This represents a 169 percent increase on 1994, one of the 
partnership's poorest years. End-of-year profit share-outs to the in- 
vestment bank's 173 partners, 33 of whom are in London, arc ex- 
pected to rise on average by about 30 per cent. Goldman's return 
on equity is reported to have more than doubled to 28-5 per cent 
from 10.1 per cent. 

US Air optimism boosts BA 

Shares in British Airways rose 4p to 467p after USAir. 25 percent- 
owned by BA. said that its earnings for 1995 will exceed expec- 
tations. BA musl deride next month whether to take up an option 
to increase its stake in the American operator. 
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Waiting for gold to glitter again 


In the investment world then.* is noth- 
tng wo ise ihan a stale bull justifying a 
appointing performance with forecasts 
of tmramenl recovery. Gold bugs have 
been doing it tor years, predicting a dra- 
stic breakout in the bullion price 
since the early Eighties, when the met- 
al briefly approached $1,000 an ounce. 

Since those heady days, when it 
looked as if the world economy was 
heading into simultaneous slump and 
hyper-inflation, the gold price has 
trended downwards or sideways, al- 
though there was a brief surge in 1993 
when George Soros and James Gold- 
smith were reported to be big buyers. 

It came to nothing and the price has 
been confined hi a narrow range be- 
tween $350 and S370 an ounce this 
year. Yet the Wodd Gold Council con- 
fidently predicts that wodd demand will 
reach a record 3 .250 tonnes this year, 
far in excess of new mine supply, leav- 
ing the market dependent on supplies 
of scrap gold and sales by cen tral hauls. 

Another reason for optimism is the 
response of South African mining 
houses to an only marginally profitable 
year, which traditionally is (o sell gold 
forward and borrow metal from cen- 
tral banks to meet their contracts. The 
bullion market went into a brief flurry 
recently when some central banks de- 
cided to scale down the amounts of 
gold they were willing to supply to the 
market to cover those sales. 

Bui the roost exciting event in the bul- 
lion market has been the recent fore- 
cast that the world's main monetary 
authorities will resume regular auctions 
of gold reserves. That could drive 
down the price by $50, aL which point, 
the theory goes, gold would be such a 
bargain that every woman in India 
would go out and buy another bangle, 
triggering the long-awaited surge in gold 
prices. It is hardly a flawless argument. 

For UK private investors, if they buy 
that line, the main exposure lo the gold 
market is not physical metal, coins, or 
even individual gold mining shares, but 
the six or eight specialist unit trusts that 
invest in gold mining shares and 
exploration stocks. Gold trusts arc 
traditionally very volatile and pay only 
modest dividends. Over the last three 
years, however, they have out- 
performed most other funds. 

Save & Prospers Gold and Explo- 
ration Fund, for example, claims 30 per 
cent compound growth over three 
years. This year, however, gold funds 
have underperformed the market. 
S&P is down 8 per cent since the start 
of the year, and Old Mutual is in the 


process of winding up its small Gold 
Trust. But hope springs eternal and over 
the next 12 months SAP’s Gold and Ex- 
ploration could outperform general 
trusts based on stock markets, which 
are looking increasingly fully valued. 


Litigation no 
threat to BAT 


When a state such as Massachusetts 
threatens litigation against your com- 
pany it is not some th mg to be brushed 
aside lightly. Especially when it is the 
latest in a string of governments to try 
and recoup some of the enormous 
health-care costs inflicted by smoking. 

If some of the statistics relating to 
the evil weed are to be believed, how- 
ever, it will take more than a vague 
threat of legal action lo unsettle BAT 
Litigation risk is not a new phenome- 
non in the tobacco industry, parti cil- 
iary in the US. where there have been 
more than 400 product liability suits 
since the 1950s with no material suc- 
cess for the plaintiffs. 

With its combination of tobacco’s 
cash flow and financial services, the 


company’s position as one of Britain 's 
top 10 businesses looks assured and its 
handsome yield remains highly 
attractive. 

Whether you like it or not, the 
world market for cigarettes is growing 
as new markets make up for the decline 
in the mature regions where smoking 
is fast becoming a pariah activity. 

A staggering 100 billion cigarettes are 
sold around the world every week, 5 J00 
billion a year. Since 1980, the number 
has grown by almost 1.000 billion. The 
scope for growth continues to be enor- 
mous, with Philip Morris and BAT con- 
trolling less than 25 per cent of the 
world market 

BAT sells about a tenth of the 
world’s cigarettes, in almost 200 coun- 
tries, with manufacturing operations in 
more than 50. And its presence is grow- 
ing - a year ago it made what is seen 
to have been a well Limed and sensi- 
bly priced acquisition of American To- 
bacco for US$1 bn. Along with Philip 
Morris, RJ Reynolds and Rothmans it 
is one of only four genuinely interna- 
tional manufacturers and has the sta- 
bility of real geographical diversity. 

Against this background it is perhaps 
hardly surprising that BAT'S shares 
edged up I Up to 554p yesterday. On the 


bass of pre-tax profits of £233bn in the 
year to December, the market con- 
sensus, the shares stand on a prospec- 
tive price/eamings ratio of 12. More 
importantly, they yield 5.4 per cent and 
stilt look good value. 


BAT: at a glance 


Market value: £17.1bn, share price 553p 


Trading record 

Pre-tax profits (Em) 
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Inchcape adds 
uncertainty 


Inchcape’s announcement that it is to 
float its Bain Hogg insurance subsidiary 
rather than sell it does not take the em- 
batUed car distributor far forward. A 
float has been the intention since the 
company bought the Hogg business Last 
year to merge it with its Bain Clark- 
sons business. A sale might have been 
tempting if the right offer had come 
along but it plainly hasn't. 

Inchcape said yesterday that a num- 
ber of proposals had been received but 
not at the £400m the company has 
pinned its hopes on. That figure looks 
over-optimistic as most analysts value 
Bain at £240m-£260m. 

Given the low ratings attached lo in- 
surance companies, the Bain flotation 
is unlikely to take place until 1997. So 
if anything yesterday's announcement 
adds uncertainty rather than removes 
it. It also makes a cut in the dividend 
more likely. The company must now 
concentrate on trying to restructure the 
group, which suffered a miserable 
year. With its Japanese car distribu- 
torship hammered by the high yen, the 
company’s shares have slumped from 
around 430p at the beginning of the 
year to just 234p now, up 4p yesterday. 
The indignity was compounded when 
Inchcape was removed from the FT- 
SE 100 earlier this month. 

The company is concentrating on a 
restructure mat involves cost-cutting and 
the disposal of loss-making businesses. 
It is also trying to protect itself from the 
vagaries of the yen by building up its dis- 
tribution of non- Japanese cars such as 
Jaguar and Volvo. 

However, what Inchcape really 
needs to hoist itself out of the mire is 
an improvement in external factors 
such as a weakening of the yen or a 
healthier European car market. Inch- 
cape shareholders have been badly 
bruised by the company's dire perfor- 
mance this year, but with analysts 
forecasting profits of £140m this year 
(down from £228m ) it could be a long 
haul. On a forward rating of 15, the 
shares are still not cheap. 


Simon Pincombe CIT\ DIAR1 


Sir Rocco finds fortitude 
under London skies 


This hostile takeover busi- 
ness really is most tiresome. 
Not only has the Gran da bid 
for Fbrte played bavoc with 
Sir Rocco's pheasant shoot- 
ing. It has also done for the 
family Christmas holiday. 
Unlike last year (when the 
caterer learned of his enno- 
blement on a Caribbean is- 
land) Sir Rocco will be 
eschewing fa doles vita in 
favour of his London desk. 

Not that be is complain- 
ing. No, Sir Rocco is now of 
the view that eight-eighths 
cloud cover is good for the 
constitution. And, he claims, 
he has not had so much fun 
in years. He is, to com a 
phrase, a new man. Who 
wants to go to the West In- 
dies when you can slug it out 
with Gerry Robinson over 
the fate of your inheritance? 

The key to Sir Rocco's de- 
termination can probably be 
traced back to the day the 
£3 .3bn bid was launched. 

The hotelier confesses to be- 
ing deeply concerned about 
being caught on a pheasant 
shoot in Yorkshire when 
Gerry Robinson, the Grana- 
da marksman, let loose with 
both barrels. A Christmas 
break at Forte’s £l,000-a- 
night Samfy Beach Hotel in 
Barbados is no way to con- 
vince waivering shareholders. 

Still, if Sir Rocco is look- 
ing for a Caribbean flavour 
to his Chris tinas he canal- 
ways pop over to Mr Robin- 
son's abode in Notting Hill 
Gate, home of the famous 
London carnival. 

Iceland Frozen Foods is the 
unlikely vehicle chosen by 
Rupert Murdoch to reward 
his loyal mini ons. Staff at the 
Times have been told that 
their Christmas bonus has 
come in the form of a free 
turkey voucher. This has not 



Wish you were here? And miss the fun of a takeover bid? 


gone down fantastically well 
with staff who have spent a 
fortune to qualify for the 
Tfesco free Christinas turkey. 

News filters through from 
the front in the never-ending 
war against musical piracy. 
That spineless organisation, 
the International Federation 
of the Phonographic Indus- 
try, concedes that it has or- 
dered a tactical withdrawal 
from its Canton office in 
China on the grounds that 
staff bad been threatened 
with instant loss of life. 

“The situation there be- 
came untenable when we 
heard from reliable sources 
that hitmen had been con- 
tracted on behalf of certain 
CD factories to halt our op- 
eration," bleats the IFPI. 
“This is not a shutdown. The 
IFPI will continue to provide 
support for the Chinese gov- 
ernment's initiatives against 
piracy." 

Suggestions that the IFPI 
has had about as much eff- 


Tbe November trade figures prove an early Christmas pre- 
sent for Ian Lang, President of the Board of Trade, who de- 
lights in the export effort. Apart from baguettes to France 
(Diary passim), we cleaned up by selling flower bulbs to the 
Netherlands (Anglo Flora), aquarium sand to Oman (Pet 
Products) and indoor ski slopes to Taiwan (Acer Snowmec). 


feet as the United Nations in 
Bosnia have not been appre- 
ciated. “The fight against 
piraev is always a dangerous 
one/ insists Ntc Garnett, di- 
rector general of EFPL ‘This 
is not the first time that we 
have had to halt operations 
in Asia. In the past threats to 
staff in Taiwan and Thailand 
led to offices being closed" 

Today's lesson is read by the 
bruiser Ken Harvey, chair- 
man of Norweb. The com- 
bative executive is one of the 
captains of industry who 
have been persuaded to dis- 
pense peans of wisdom tol8- 
year-old school-leavers. 

Borrowing from Mark 
Twain, Mr Harvey writes: 
“When I was 18 my parents 
were so ignorant I could 
hardly bear to have them 
around. But when I got to be 
25 1 was astonished to learn 
how much they had learned 
in seven years.” 

Yes yes. But what of the 
hurly-burly of corporate cul- 
ture? “Be nice to people you 
pass on the way up," reflects 
Mr Harvey ( whose company 
is now under the control of 
North West Water). “You 
might meet them again on 
the way down." 


Cala shares rocked fry warning 


NIGEL COPE 

ngj 

tough trading on the high street 
forced two more companies to 
issue profits warnings yesterday. 

Claremont Garments, the 
textile group that mokes lingerie 
and outerwear for Marks & 
Spencer, said its pre-tax profits 
for this year were likely to be the 
same as last year. The warning 
follows similarly downbeat an- 
nouncements yesterday from 


Courtaulds Textiles and Coats 
Viyella. the textiles group that 
also owns the Jaeger fashion 
stores. 

Shares in Cala Homes fell 
from I lip to S7p when it said 
it would not reach its profits 
forecast this year. It said the 
housing market bad been weak 
since the company's year-end in 
October. Visitor levels and sales 
reservations had been particu- 
larly low in the South-east. 
Reservations had been better in 


Scotland and the Midlands but 
the fragility of the market had 
forced the company to cut 
prices and use incentives to 
boost sales. Margins had fallen 
as a result. 

Profits from land sales and 
property lettings are expected 
to fell over subsequent years, the 
company said. 

“We do not anticipate any 
fundamental improvement in 
the market in the short term but 
would expect the usual seasonal 


spring upturn," the company 
said. The builder's “best esti- 
mate” of this year’s profits is 
around £4.1m, similar to last 
year’s levels. It expects to main- 
tain the dividend at 32p. 

Claremont Garments blamed 
fragile consumer confidence 
and the warm autumn weather 
for a difficult environment. 
These factors damaged sales un- 
til mid-November when the 
weather turned colder. Tire 
shares were unchanged at 270p. 


Graduate 


Graduate plus is the 
marketplace with editorial and 
recruitment targeted at both 
undergraduates and graduates 
with 2 - 3 years relevant 
experience 

Seepage 18 
section two 


To book your advertisement 
call the Graduate Team on 
0171 293 2312 


Every Thursday in the 

% independent 

section two 


IN BRIEF 


Zantac wins over-the-counter clearance 

Glaxo Wellcome, the pharmaceuticals group, has won regulato- 
ry approval for its non -prescription version of Zantac, its anti- 
heartburn treatment. The clearance opens up a new market for 
Zantac, competing with rival treatments such as Pepcid, produced 
by Merck, and Tagamet, from SmithKline Beecham. 

Glaxo will market the drug in its lower-dosage Zantac 75 form. 
Zantac, which is the world's biggest -selling prescription medicine 
and is used in the treatment of ulcers, should be available in the 
US early next year. It will be sold through Winter Lambert, Glaxo 
Wellcome’s US joint venture. The announcement comes a day 
after Glaxo announced it was selling its half-share in Warner Well- 
come. the group that markets cough and cold cures such as Actifed. 
Warner Lambert is paying £6S2m for the share. 

Enterprise makes North Sea discovery 

Enterprise Oil has announced a significant oil discovery in the 
Danish sector of the North Sea. Preliminary estimates indicate 
that this may be the largest Danish oil find for nearly 20 years. 

Engineering group buys rival for £7.5m 

Thomas Locker, the engineering group, is acquiring a rival met- 
als company. Ffentre, in a deal worth £7 5m. Pcntre is based in 
Warrington and specialises in the manufacture of drums and reels 
for the cable industry. In the nine months to September Pcntre 
recorded pre-tax profits of £1 2m on sales of £20m. Thomas Locker 
has annual sales of £3Qm and achieved profits of £750.000 in the 
six months to November. The company said that it needed to ex- 
pand significantly if it was to safeguard ils future prospects. 

Astra in research link with US group 

Astra, the Swedish drugs group, has signed a research agreement 
with an American group, Millennium Pharmaceuticals of Mass- 
achusetts. The link-up aims to develop a new generation of drugs 
for the treatment of rcspiratoiy diseases such as asthma and bron- 
chitis. The research will be financed by Astra for five years. In 
addition. Astra will pay certain rights and royalties based on an- 
ticipated research results. 

Electric and General boosts asset value 

Electric and General Investment Company has increased its net 
asset value by 1 1 3 percent in the six months lo November. The 
company said interest rate cuts had boosted equity prices, with 
technology companies leading the way. The trust is paying an in- 
terim dividend of 1.7p compared with l.bp last year. ’ 
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Flexibility or credibility - that’s 
the monetary policy question 


L ast week's cut in base rates 
turned out to herald pre- 
Christmas reductions in the 
cost of borrowing in Europe 
and the US. But the decision to 
kick off here revealed exactly 
what is wrong with British eco- 
nomic policy, ft is what has 
always been wrong with it - the 
inability to resist the tempta- 
tion to meddle. 

Fine-tuning, as economists 
prefer to call it, has been the 
source of most of our past mis- 
takes in economic policy. We 
are making the same mistakes 
again - although thanks to 
Kenneth Clarke’s lucky streak, 
we are making them in a sun- 
nier economic climate of low 
inflation and reasonable 
growth. 

The result will be the same 
lacklustre performance as in 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

DIANE COYLE 


Politicians in the 
UK have foiled to 
stick to hands-off 
policies 


the past, Britain will continue 
lo suffer a chronically sinking 
currency, higher average infla- 
tion and lower and more vari- 
able growth than our main 
competitors. As the tabic 
shows, our relative economic 
performance is dismal, even 
including the peak of the most 
recent recovery. 

British politicians over the 
decades have failed to stick lo 
hands-off policies even when 
they proclaimed the impor- 
tance of doing so. Monetarism 
was tried and abandoned. 
Membership of the ERM 
lasted just less than two years, 
and ended in ignominy. The 
rules of engagement the Gov- 
ernment brought in to restore 
the credibility of economic pol- 
icy after that episode are now 
also falling into tatters. 

The rules arc that the Chan- 
cellor and Governor of the 
Bank of England discuss a 
range of indicators at their 
meeting every month, the 
Chancellor reaches a decision 
about interest rates after the 
meeting, and the minutes arc 
published six weeks later. 

The aim of policy is to keep 
underlying inflation within a 1- 
4 per cent range and less than 
2.5 per cent on average over a 
two-year horizon. 

Three types of indicator of 
inflation two years hence are 


considered: indicators of finan- 
cial conditions, the real econ- 
omy, and costs. The real econ- 
omy has certainly slowed - 
although most forecasters pre- 
dict that it will pick up again. 
Inflation itself remains low, 
although above target. 

Almost all the other indica- 
tors arc buoyant - especially 
the monetary ones, the bell- 
wether of policy a decade ago. 
New figures published yester- 
day showed bank and budding 
society lending growing by 
more than S per cent year-on- 
year, while broad money 
growth popped above the top 
of its target range. 

The evidence on inflation 
prospects is therefore mixed. 
Mr Clarke admitted as much 
by cutting only a quarter point 
from base rates yesterday. It is 
not just one or two indicators 
that are misbehaving, but about 
half of the list. 

It is difficult to imagine that 
the German Bundesbank 
would be in a rush to cut inter- 
est rates in Lhese circum- 
stances. The trouble is - as two 
researchers at the Institute for 
Public Policy Research point 
out in a recent book* - that the 
Chancellor bases policy on an 
estimate of what inflation will 
be in the future. This lets fine- 
tuning in by the back door. 
Having to use a forecast makes 
setting interest rates entirely a 
question of judgement: Mr 
Clarke's guess about inflation 
in two years’ time is as good as 
anybody’s. 

As the authors, Gerald 
Holtham and Dan Cony, put it, 
the problem with the current in- 


flation target is its “futuristic” 
interpretation. “The Govern- 
ment could ignore current in- 
flation as irrelevant to its 
purposes and. since anyone 
can forecast what they like, set 
current policy how it likes." 

Making monetary policy a 
matter of judgement - and a 
politician’s judgement at thal- 
brings its problems. Sometimes 
it does make sense for the 
Government to react flexibly to 
changes in the pace of eco- 
nomic growth or in the exter- 
nal environment, when sticking 
to a policy rule would prevent 
it. Sometimes flexibility and 
judgement do lead to a better 
outcome for the economy. 

But generally leaving policy- 
makers free to exercise their 
judgement leads to the steady 
upward drift of inflation, as at 
any time there seems no barm 
in a small increase in inflation 
from where it is now. There is 
a trade-off between the flexi- 
bility to adjust policy and the 
general anti-in Dati on ary cred- 



of the authorities, the more 
effectively they wflj be able to 
intervene on growth when the 
need arises. 

The two IPPR authors 
wrongly dismiss the impor- 
tance of credibility as a practi- 
cal matter, arguing that infla- 
tion has more to do with world 
trends than individual coun- 
tries’ policies. They overlook 
the penalties that financial 
markets impose on countries 
with unsustainable policies. 
These can be a sharp fall in the 


Economic comparisons 1976-94 


average GDP Variability of Inflation 



growth, % 

GDP growth* 

rate % 

United States 

2.5 

4.0 

5.5 

Japan 

3.6 

2.6 

3.2 

W.Germany 

2.3 

2.9 . 

.3.2 

France 

2.1 

1.9 

6.6 

Italy 

2.3 

.3.2 

10.7 

UK 

2.0 

4J> 

8J) 

Canada 

2.6 

6.0 

5.9 


"higher figure means more volatile business cycle 

Source: OECD 


exchange rate or a sharp rise in 
the government’s borrowing 
costs - neither at all trivial. 

It is also clear that Britain 
starts from a low-credibility 
base. The markets put sterling 
assets in the same risk league 
as those of Italy and Spain. 
Beefing up our anti-inflation- 
ary credibility would help pre- 
vent further falls in the 
exchange rate and cut the 
amount of interest the Gov- 
ernment has to pay on its debt 
There is by now pretty com- 
pelling evidence that countries 
which give up governmental 
discretion over monetary pol- 
icy, through an effectively inde- 
pendent central bank with low 
inflation its top priority, do 
indeed get low inflation. This 
evidence is surveyed in a new 
bookt by a Bank of England 

The arguments 
against tinkering 
with rates are 
overwhelming < 

economist, Eric Schaiing, who 
also finds that independent 
central banks do not cause 
recessions. 

There is no evidence that 
central bank independence, by 
limiting the policy reaction to 
the strength or weakness of the 
economy, makes for a more 
violent business cycle. He 
writes: “The establishment of 
central bank independence is a 
free lunch." 

A Bank of England mao 
would say that Even so, the 
arguments for leaving well 
alone rather than tinkering 
with interest rates are over- 
whelming. The best the Chan- 
cellor can do is get them about 
right and then leave them. 

Apart from anything else, 
half-point changes in base rates 
have virtually no effect on the 
economy’s rate of growth. It 
takes a change of three or 
more percentage points to have 
any noticeable impact. Mr 
Oarfee is not so confident in his 
judgement that we have won 
victory over inflation to have 
given us 35 per cent base rates 
as a Christmas present. r* 

* Growth with Stability, Dan 
Cony and Gerald Holtham, 
IPPR. 

t Institutions and Monetary 
policy Eric Schaiing, Edward 
Elgon 
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Renewed US cheer sweeps away the Christmas blues 
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American investors came to 
the rescue of the stock market, 
seeping away the uncharac- 
tenstic Christrnas-week Wucss. 

New York’s sudden strength, 
following the interest rate cut, 

was enough to boost the FT-SE 

100 index 36.S points to 3,613.7 
and rekindle hopes of another 
round of traditional festive 
action. 

Many of the old takeover 
favourites were back in de- 
mand with insurers particularly 
strong: General Accident Jed 
the pack, up 28p at 65Ip. 

And, intriguing many for the 
second day running, was 
British Gas, out of the cold 
with the shares closing at 250p. 
up IQ.5p f after 253.5p. 

Takeover rumours persisted 
with British Petroleum and 
Shell still whispered as the 
likely predators. 

The recent cold spell, the in- 
creasing price of gas in the US 
and the appointment of mer- 
chant banker Kenneth Gar- 


dener to try to resolve the prob- 
lems of the take-or-pay gas 
contracts, were among other 
factors cited for the advance. 
British Gas was easily the 
busiest traded share of the day 
with Seaq putting volume at 
33.S milli on. 

National Fewer, reflecting its 
57 million-share buy-back, 
gained 18p to 447p and Gen- 
eral Electric Co, up 115p at 
328-5p, was helped by talk of 
a Hong Kong contract. 

Oils were strong with British 
Petroleum up lOp at 529p. 
Enterprise Oil, Up higher at 
3S9p, was encouraged by a 
Danish oil strike. 

Drugs were mostly firmer 
with Glaxo Wellcome, up Sp at 
886p, helped by approval from 
the US Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration for over-the- 
counter sales of Zantac. 

The rapidly growing Amer- 
ican stomach remedies market, 
where SmithKline Beech am is 
already a player, is said to be 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


worth more than S 1.1 bn a 
year, 

CelHech edged ahead 3p to 
579p with avid follower Dr Er- 
ling Return of Yam ai chi sug- 
gesting an underlying value of 
840p and a target of750p for 
the end of next year. 

Anagen jumped 19p to 76p 
as the FDA cleared an assay to 
measure testosterone. 

Smith & Nephew was back 
in the takeover frame as John- 
son & Johnson, the US giant 
often linked with the health- 
care group, was reported to 
have said at a New York pre- 
sentation that it was looking ag- 
gressively for acquisitions. 

Stagecoach, following its 
British Rail franchise success. 


progressed a further 22p to 
31Sp. a peak. The shares were 
197p in May. UBS rales them 
a buy and has lifted forecasts. 

Tesco gave up 5i>p to 285 -5p 
as ABN Amro Hoare G overt 
was said to be responsible for 
a big switch into rivals Asda. up 
4.75p to 109.25p. 

Cadbury Schweppes was 
lowered 6p to 524p as Nat West 
Securities cut next year's fore- 
cast from £64 2m to £6 22m. 
Klein wort Benson reduced this 
year's estimate from £571 m to 
£556m. 

Royal Bank of Scotland, 
last week's hot speculative 
stock, fell 4p to 664p as those 
banking on a bid were jolted 
by the disclosure that Lord 


Younger of Prestwick, chair- 
man, sold 40,000 shares at 
565p. 

SBC Warburg suggested a 
switch out of Barclays, off 9p 
at 742p. into National West- 
minster Bank, up 3p at 652p. 

Hanson, planning to raise 
£1.5bn through US sales, 
gained 4.5p to 189p and Inch- 
cape, aiming to float its Bain 
Hogg insurance broking divi- 
sion, rose 4p to 234p. 

Vodafone was the best-per- 
forming blue chip. It was 
helped on Tuesday by director- 
buying and gained a further 
]2.5p to 223 3p with Lehman 
Brothers offering support. 

Reddtt & Colman gained 9p 
to 697p following a Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd visit. 

Airtours, the packaged hol- 
iday group, rose Sp to 375p. 
The shares have climbed from 
309p this month, largely on re- 
lief over the group's profit 
performance. 

But takeover talk persists. 


Carnival Corporation, the US 
cruise line, is said to be look- 
ing closely. It could be inter- 
ested in capturing the UK’s 
second -largest holiday busi- 
ness or may merely have its 
sights on its growing cruise side. 

The day's two profit warn- 
ings left housebuilder Cala 
24p lower at 87p. but Clare- 
mont Garments was un- 
changed at 270p. The company 
is an obvious casualty of the 
long, hot summer. 

Bardon, the aggregates 
group, was again busily traded, 
with volume put at almost 6.9 
million; the price was little 
changed at 32-5p. 

Groupe Ch^z Gerard, up 9p 
at 217p. is riding at a peak and 
attracting takeover specula- 
tion. The shares came to mar- 
ket at 1 12_5p in March last 
year. 

Crown Products, the games 
group, returned to AIM after 
two acquisitions, at 57p, up 
from a 45p suspension. 
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H Stanford Rook, a high-fly- 
ing AIM share that started 
life on the defunct 4 2. mar- 
ket, climbed 37p to 225p as it 
announced plans to place 
875,000 shares at 200p. The 
company is developing a TB 
vaccine. Like most fledgling 
drug shares Stanford has yet 
to get near to mu king profits; 
it lost £273,000 in the six 
months to June. Since arriv- 
ing on AIM in July the shares 
have been as low as lOOp. 

□ Continental Foods, the 
children’s snack food group 
which in a complicated deal 
is taking over the D&S snack 
business for nearly £10m, 
gained 9p to 8lp. There is 
talk house stockbroker, Hen- 
derson Crosthwaite. is 
preparing a bullish circular. 
Interim results are due next 
month. Last year Continental 
produced fl.lm and the cur- 
rent forecast for this year is 
£L2m. 


Hgh Urn stock 


Pits Cbg nd he Coda 


BANKS, MERCHANT 


iog 


!£■>. * w CMHAton 
Ctana™ 

«90 305 GaiEnBItt 

KJ 1M mT 
J63 353 JowpaUto _ 

2 1 .aa-? 

wo 30 - 4353 

3 =76 . 15J 4524 


60 70 2001 
1* HI 21 BB 
14fl 26S6 
*8 . 2812 
5-1 =50 30B0 
80 1Q0 30BB 
£0 DM STBS 


OT5 200 


BANKS, RETAIL 


JSh 21* ABN Amo 
» 413 AMvW 

368 250 *& HUi 

70 45 J%ty>k»i 


CB»B 4* *D IO£ 

®3 *0 SO 125 6*11 

346 -4 « 10.1 1354 

«»*. AnfX 575 -A 00 . m 

i» fcraNZ so >1 U 
5*’%Bwc8T»Qa C«A» -WaiS . 2202 

l£-=0a*o Baboo Bigg -% 3J B4 

B*? 1 *-?" E30te -%4 J 21 D - 

fit?. 1 CTl 742 -3 IB mi 1754 

* B%BkAnwrtCa Uftt+ft* . 1744 

*88 288 Othtn) 48 (4 M u T3G0 

J3T; 191* BuSScoB 278 *2 18 123 1WE 

SteCkMteIC ^,53 

32% 27V Dromon £3*3 -'*24 

B-% SB *>*53 BO 6187 

lilt 1130* F8BM 1502* *23'.' 0 4 

934 S7B H59CIHK) 974V*1« 30 117 7736 

M 50 KS8CWB1 990WITV 15 130 277? 

895 530 UDyflE B27 -3 4.1 118 3171 

*•«% 726* iSmiTcJ i:JZ%*i» 04 m3 . 
1^1 I *s Ub*hM n5>1 ft>0J 

552 *73 NMAusBk 577 *10 83 

07 46* Hawea (52 -3 44 W 1 3483 

30 27 ’ OEsmiEI £25 • 66 3.4 

KBV jnr-; RytotSea 58* »4 16 128 3B7a 

fr-S 5tHSabua6a(k fX'x +'eB.7 494 
06, 2*6 StonOand S4B ,2 21 116 4054 
’4 10* SioftmiEk C14*: *1*04 
*17 217 TS8 291 -1 17 136 4320 

270 211 VStsw 366 * *t 6.1 


BREWERIES 


266 




;f --*•<• -• 

j. .. yt-jit-* . V -. . 


143 AsctoMte 
-Ji *67 Ban 
451 339 BedrfcKfcn 

192 137 EumMOOd 

151 137 EtaojaP 

*33 335 FdRfna 

462 293 Stalin 

545 4C2 Onnb 

748 IO ^juu> a. 
08 4C8 OwaHKma 

243 3S4S HfOUt 
774*4 U"i Km 
347 219 VigW 

766 NUmT 
791',- ItoMd 
f* ParoracBM 
*82 SciANhB 


221 

5 ^ 

SB 

640 

C79 

565 

310 

4^ 

410 


1 '-* 

211 

44? 

4?1 

*83 

IK 

42S 

30 


3G2 
700 
481 

17*’l » 
■JB u2 
416 II- 
S'S 

548 «3 
248 
C4 
STB 
757* -1 
314 >. 

206 X- 

533 4-1 

»• 

603 *1 

UMdBto* IV • 
VUQb!« 257 *4 

IWMOlS 635 
W B t wm l £85 4*1 
WtlEUky 5B2 *5 

Vonlkac. S3 
v^ucBmA 436 
«uaj&7*v 375 


- 06 1615 
♦7* 4.1 1772 

■ M 212 1B62 
t 39 166 2022 
XI *05 
26 172 26*3 
36 114 2893 
3J sm 
26 Z95 
29 166 2768 
22 166 2012 
06 263 1119 
21 156 3262 
36 146-3301 
26 3410 

«2 104 2050 
33 mi 38*4 
- 3677 
51 131 *3B2 
18 256 1018 
38 164 . 

H 4530 
286 4620 
43 177 *563 
59 162 458* 


MM In 

21 13 

113 88 ABksyokf 

4* 3* ^bTSb 

823 516 BSS9P 


as 


31 


Ci wn ft fc 
Cam* U 

Cook PC 
Como Grain 
D>gUM» 


3* 

520 

36 

431 

at 

38 

245 

11* 

75 

56 


•fi 


EnmtH 
K 7B MFta 

*6 S3 Bundan 

270 215 
14 6 

88 54 

81 35 

SCO* 220 
166 125 

385 <28 

588 SOS 
601 37VJ 

370 230 

281 183 

120 87 Enapnlias 05 »- 

448 260 EtmKMi 266 

830 5*6 FMfPnM 548 * 

732 512 FarnB 711 «2 

72 *8 Kl Ida 68 

24* 15 Cantor 17* 

83 48 OMBtFQ 82 

37 16 OkKUaai 34* 

73 48 Hatil 58 

B* 8* HMOnsQp 8 

20S 142 KarUmQa 205 

55* 26B HwtomQp *87 

lea SS SAM 153 
430 200 mem 234 x*4 

187 U2 kMkn 187 
268* 264* Lv Santa 304 
195 148 Lupous 149 

9* 5 UddbuHdQ 9 

“288 73 Nonmor S4 

155 135 PGT 137 

185 U3 Pony 148 

435 sss ftOer «4 
148 128 QUktxCta 135 

198 180 REAlMpi 185 

8* 2* tossGHu 3 

17* 8* Saka 12 

208 16 » Eendmn Oral 190 

368 258 Spandai 353 

s s Sat* s 

80 54* H00a» 

80 58V WjkoGo 


Mn Ctg Dd PC Cock 

• 56 203 IMS 
80 10.1 1639 

01 205 1873 
4.7 146 1995 

- 1079 
39 186 1938 
49 126 1910 
03 129 2015 
69 UL6 2001 

* 69 76 354* 
49 204 4930 
39 61 2231 
49 126 2260 
71 KM 405* 

16 334 SCQ7 

an U- -0 11.1 2337 

392 ul *6 226* 

353 1*3 2.1 249 2430 

29 181 2441 
08 42 3022 
08 69 2606 
39 3657 

17 207 2542 

02 108 am 

89 7.7 4697 

4.1 122 2*61 

1.1 - 2258 

29 114 3410 

- - 28*3 

2 £ 100 
66 165 2876 
19 167 3003 
89 212 297* 
64 143 2113 
59 162 3180 

- 64 62 3218 

in* 0.7 307 2188 

- 09 203 3515 

u- 70 98 3*14 

- 65 119 3840 

. 29 son 

*1 53 113 3748 

- 27 229 37*0 

- 4488 
• 66 3064 

• 2 A 102 SIB 

4- 19 226 4088 

• 29 173 53*8 

• *6 203 4487 

55* V* 19 119 4615 

75 - 2.1 749 4547 


Hrtng 


HntOnir 35 *1 


SI >-1 
47 
570 

136 - 

n *3 


DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIALS 


175 116 
353 295 
348 291 

176 107 
970* U4 
131 


AMS 

AMMgasta 

cm 

cm man 

BHM 

BttvU] 


kWm 

naurigg 



BUILDIN(ya>NSTRUCnON 


it V -- In: 

X L; i L- Ak- 

t 

i/*v ( 1? 

SV- * 1 | \ tv * k.4.4 


12' 

9 

195 
105 
ux 
41* 

245 158 

:’i; IS 1 
256 180 

3? 15 

*M 315 
Ifi Iffi 
32 I* 
2<5 *65 


S4': AVEC 

.1 Vr ' 

133 Mnato 
» Andan 
13T, AoMnd 
30 * nun 

<? 

33* Banxm 

arolftn 


134 


03 


r. i i t v\ 


" r ^i .• S', 


121 
J 16 
pi a 
f* *s 
242* 87 

nr. u 
61 4J 
98 73 

63 54 

2M 1C 

a 1: 


Boufi te»o 17* 
uxn 

Bf'WCT 

Cem*-/ 

BtcBma 
EO« 

E*cJ i«enr,i 
&v«Gp 
Cak 

5kfk3U 
CaniX 
Ch*am 
Cocao 
CaumsdB 
Cncheesn 
CwssiPaio 
EBC 

E<fGop 


50 1.1 42 100 1588 
M0 •- 47 61 13S*. 
213 MC IS 15.9 48*8 
28 - - - ins 

19 - 4472 

16 167 1888 
12J5 59 1270 
33 129 77M 
t.l M«7 
39 1S3 1786 
49 125 3528 
39 110 1799 
14 97 1800 
21 161 1813 
39 62 1822 


189 

"3 

» 

35 

245 


18 

*87 

172 

18* 

186 

108 

67 


158 


• 49 
♦V 59 
-34 49 


*3 


33 

253 

1C5 


18 

SMunMJ 
Grata [T» 
mwwkbae 271 


HrartnSai 

hcjatKi 


73? 

63 

178 


6"» J»n» 

166 Latq'9 
105 Laoal/iA 
S “C*p(6« 
12 LMSYJ 




104 

■CAtraA 



48 

ifcCmtX'AS 

f , - 

K 

*1 

MomnSnbA 



116 


. 01 . 


53 

itaraiJ 



Hi 

p«MMixr. 

«. • . . 

IM* 

Xr* 

tedta* 


12* 

94 

IVmHj 

H ' % 

53 




X2 

1ST 

S3 


1S6 



** 

130 

W 

Tmraiwaw 

-j 

KS 

=1 

*!£ 

6 

rs&sia 



r •* 

TVvulTIC 



?i 

vexcow 



jj 



*» 


VWS3TJB 


13* 

83 

40 

3* 


1B5 

MS 

EG 

03 

122 

18 

199 

100 


me 

VQ 

119 

4*0 


89 1874 
99 1682 
64 2034 
165 20*9 
12 1810 
104 179 2166 
- 2M6 
69 2248 

43 61 2230 
89 69 2285 
69 101 2*11 
67 99 2506 
69 366 2653 

25 149 27IH 
W9 261 2784 

15 229 2848 

26 142 2870 
19 705 2868 
62 189 5107 

1 - -30*1 

43 329 3122 
43 329 3121 
7.7 ■ 948T 

3224 

39 99 3307 
61 >69 3316 
36 3318 

13 - *027 

« A 119 1033 
42 284 3431 
80 138 3G«1 


1C* - 

72 •*! 


189 


£V 2* iun * 

1T4 TJt WOeiCi ss -I 

372 331. WaCT&mai 3S0 - 

■a »7 *» 

BOLDING MATERIALS 

03 • 32 179 1575 

133 - 89 99 2787 

150 n- *3 239 5131 

298 »3 *6 US 1868 
)M - 55 1123 

32* -il 77 159 2KB 
*5-1.1 ■ 1853 

_ 3;; 4 45 149 155S 

■7f\ «2: BWCVC.P1 ira »ftw ■ 

rt 77 - 7J 1117 1 9*1 

•S 1* WtrtP! W - 69 1*9 1906 

■a* ■-»- 


SD 12D 


91 

CtynMa 

4J t*0 5067 


39% 

CojQoe 

17 3760 

6*8 

482 

CrtdBraOb 

DabAiiS) 

59 100 41R 


jrj 

MM 

24 220 4177 


00 





MW«‘ 




[Xc-aao Pi« 

80 M7 4X05 

72 

91 

nradkig&Ms 

70 50 4097 

2515 

1405 

Dm* Haps 



4=5 


*0 113 4*06 

M% 

26 


■ 275 4M2 


370 

Eauaionn 

3D 1ID 4518 

5*2 

375 

KS 

FrawCk 

nnirteCa* 

49 a* 4519 


*0 

FnnorailTach 


3*1 

209 

aec 


tn S’!- 
:7I 139 «Wi>4 

•■•t EMS6 

1C *7-.’ OTM1 

US M 5*sameat 

a 22: Saar. 

:t> V. Earai'. 

ZX, Bi B3»Cr» 


534 

22b Ti.' C5 3 
212 Mi C*s* 

271 ; 73 ZW^r.- 

yi 22c isae 
1 r** J*! ■ S-£y- 
35 it? ->**«*: * 

84*: K 

=25 25* 

C, Sf wnw 
nj -i »w« 

2tt -'I '. * 

tl C 

275 Sf j rtW ' S3 
US XWSn 

X’M ik ««?e» 
211 »* L9KR4 

131 W •JUtrJt 
■as - ! 705 lKT**r 
'£3 M 22 l /rrtl 

35 D 2T. Veil- fi 
O 79 f^*Cr*Q3 
t?S tra tom-un « 


7 58 


77 MRS* 



735* -Ocnjci 
'222 P3<xr 

v> 

l-i 544* MC 
*1 Z2L BcSrC 
722 C3 

IIS 5X a-5*j= 
'•3 A *at« ‘ , 
*B :S tt ca i p 
77 ’1 S7— 

a » ::'-ig e i7 

nc K, Tt»: 
o: ■* 

E.- Si -■atl’fW' 
1* 63 NJPR3 

«• St 1M4- 

CHOHCALS 

Tjf ■<£ 

1-- -3-. oarCtwi 

JCt <H N.-SP-S3 
;n ; fSi ex: 

3X r» 87? 

.1* E7 3-5t7« 

r: .t -'to 

32 IS* CrwiJ* 1 
ttsr- 2ii zz--r3-xa 
■xr: lie 

23 a mnj^ 
rn 2M 5-aa s!- 1 * 
H.1 Sa 

7*1 f >**44" 

s.1' *e -oto 1 
8*V.- 

7» IT-. PJCr- a? 

K i lie -jar* 

«■ «s yv. _ 

HZ SA ttnJPi_ 


454 .'SC 

JSC IK - 

m »• snau 

1T3 IT* AWWt 5? 

c* as 

X 235 '* 

DISTRIBUTORS 

S3 
35-" 


- £1 162 1392 
■1 69 1O0 
-5 98 109 2081 
•1 6* 96 3355 

■ *J 126 2468 
Jj 2* 109 
. W >7.1 280, 

■ 40 194 1441 

- 62 169 2972 
62 91 2SJ7 

■2 - - 2679 

- 75 IIS 3891 
. 3J 119 064 

.1 59 144 3050 
_ . ? 3S 78 305* 

am* -1* IS 103 

- *9 75 31» 
68 Wi 3165 
52 9S 329* 
44 103 3300 

17 148 3364 
. - 5105 

72 10 J 3*80 
- 3508 
IB 161 388? 
19 180 36M 
■ 3810 
2.7 1JJ 

— 55 11 » 

. 67 6S f«2 

a 41 113 3882 

- 23 168 3687 
. 49 135 3M9 
. A.7 219 EW6 

26 • «« 
CV 85 169 4170 
r 59 , 

12 1*7 3973 
IS 21T «98 
27 152 *579 


19S 

237 

448'* 

323 

7t 

XX 


231. 

66 

2£6 

=5. 


£8 

■ 1 

’*3 -1 

.■* »- 
20 u- 
119 

88 -1 
272 4*1 


ST- ■* 
ss 


<»l «-4 


ac i-i’ 
233 

.t« ; 

2*5 •’ 

M ’■ 

W „ 
"S 


■,n ask «*;i* 

212 « on 

•» E*C *srl<*w«7 


49 151 »!7 
15 198 1SS1 

14 115 1SB4 
IB 171 I860 

15 !31 ins 

50 109 19*3 
47 134 1427 
45 il£ 206 3 

*S 199^0 

34 145 2270 

35 135 S3S9 
*3 icj 2451 
25 317 517= 
67 7 J 1885 

36 117 2014 
1 7 i*5 2967 
55 17J 3072 
4 4 SJJ 3135 

aia® 

«B 129 3SE 
it xea 

51 las awo 

TB ZS5 *861 
19 tie 3« 
U 332 *1*2 

29 16 7 462S 

*£ 115 «=*; 

30 151 4587 


58 

IT 722 SOS 
56 59 lOO 1 


51*7 4rtf Briamy 
949 743 OanrCMl 

314 IBS CDOtaai 
1S3 100 Gumpton 

243V raft Haraon 
102V 136 Hxmn9CRM 
GiV 25V Hnti 
370N 201ft Huchl 
584V 3*lV JMha 
SB JoudnT 
-O* Iamb m 
a* PaeflcDrBv 1S2 
3* PMerdwtiD «l 
430 PsaalOuD 
«3 Kopora- 
120 SMttOWty 
18* StoMkr 
12ft Emagam 
1*8 Sam 
SO TTOmp 
214 ' TsoOM 
18V TnMgrM a a 
38 TWMaOVal 
238 WkSOl 
315 WMtaEkyi 
296V W— H 
182 WMtoCD 


118 - 03 05 1S3 

231 - 19 138 1KB 

318V *2V 59 136 1907 
175 - 35 203 

180 *2 ZD 1800 
115 X- 69 03 1823 
50 ft 57 25 
915 - 39 132 2106 

295 *10 31 18J 2233 
133 -1 55 159 2751 

199V m-CV 79 103 2825 
148 ,1 73 167 3*0 
SO V -V 35 2656 

37BV .5i| 2.1 20 2 
43ft *1V 39 05 


59 73 3081 
31 259 3217 
7.1 me 
- MB 38»< 
79 162 3703 

- 7.1 100 3658 
29 15« 

X- M 1X4 4102 

>• 42 90 3109 

- 7 2 113 4144 

- 27 160 4333 

*t *0 161 42*4 

-V - 4J97 

48V *2 155 ■ 3722 

248 *SV 23 14.1 4*38 

SB A.3 60 161 4431 

S3 *5 53 150 4509 

188 30 140 449* 


<2 

444 »1 
MS 
«7 
166 
178 
168 
267 
271 

azv 


ELECTRICITY 

75*V 437V EoaMWxfc 
078 535 Eanam 

742V 411 LoMfenEMc 
BJ36 821. MnM> 

Taft 4iiV MdbnOa 
561 421V WPOW 

271 IS NSRNNrpp 
70ft 442 Honheni 
■OB '611 
477 913 

808 457V ^ 

29S I78V Pmen^ipp 
376 303 ScMHMr 

»'l 3S6 Scum Par 
53 Soft Saauow 
844 501V SoUtiMOH 

077 548 “ 

141 V 485 

ELECTRONICS 

2*8 77V Acorn Coa*) 

an 195 AM 

290V 127V Amn 
«i 30 Anm 
131 77 ASkclBER) 

384 230 6KSC 

280 215 
1D0 16 

14V FV 
523 *33 


887 *2 
979 

BSC *4 
KE* 

740 -4 

4*7 X.19 
154 1,14 
825 «3 
1013 
445 

»•« 


65 93 *83* 
39 130 *922 
57 BO 4927 
39 139 4035 
64 02 48*9 

49 92 4861 

4J 05 5008 
70 62 4858 
35 WO 4980 
41 97 4M 

41 05 *861 

jm4 40 ha am 

51 9.7 3118 

50 105 3119 
34 113 ‘ 

45 66 4984 

45 116 4966 
69 70 4993 


280 

218 

X 

1187? 

277 

715 

21 


*4 - 1517 

- 24 131 1544 

fl 1< - 1E0* 

- 21 121 18*7 
.V 19 161 199* 
x- 6* 163 1827 

- 59 115 1701 


201 117 CM. Mod 

go 17 cmnai wg> 
SBV 19 CN0MC 


1ft 

464 

419 

133 

27 

2ft 

73 

40 


- 260 1748 
27 10SS 

29 10O 1667 

67 139 2171 

61 75 2103 

19 300 2131 

65 120 ZM 0 

47 - 2272 

10 220 2083 

SS U12 05 205 IS® 

395 *2 SO ISO 2333 

49 ,1 40 131 2338 

53 2350 

3.1 132 : 

64 170 2389 

08 339 2X0 

- 1400 


73 - 

403 -1 

84 

2515 - 

586. *32 
3TV - 
542 <8 

530 *7 


... 122 Oraifti 127 - 

80V art HMKHPW S53|«*J 
30 14 DBM* 2SV - 

370 HO KmOMAPP JZ7 

730 TBfl maw 290 » 

as &0 «BnW»Aw 3*6 

5ft 30V ItoMt 

52V 3SV* Motsab 
«3V 577V ICC . 

484 315 dUaOtrao 

■ « 73 FMk 

IS 1 * P19W&1 


17 223 1420 
433 *38 BBS 4706 
00 - 35 126 2622 

328VM11V 44 153 2870 
65 113 2041 


13 



PtoA 

106 





Piasraw. 





217 

Raxl 

276 


M 2« No 

3S7 - " 

153 
54 
813 
SB 

83 44 

440 301 

20V 5 

SB 38 

3IN» S6V Saay 

E7 S So«x 

Mix, 2»"«TPKCCTp 
102 S3 Tffl , 

378 37 TDdpd9T«3l 

180 57 


67 52.4 1525 

50 lOIJ 1002 

£1 158 4891 
20 163 333a 
_ Z0 WS 337* 
orV(».'VoT 
787N+1tfV 09 - 3467 

40* - 19 180 3575 

43 159 3C22 
2.1 94 3053 
30 129 3881 
39 122 3680 
30 . 3715 

- 147 3717 

05 332 4881 
24 213 37S2 
63 175 37S3 

06 21.7 


96V »■ 
C23V *1 
206 2 
-2 


t5 


99 


518 

M7 3S0 
ift 3 


3ffi 7( 


RN 


UDkatft 
Vert? Ok 


engineering 


177 

947 

97 

7*8 

157 

115 

17* 

6*8 

102 

I® 

197 

105 

3ft 

13 


7B 60000 
187 *84 

47V APV 
87 ASW 
42 AM 
87 AnmUfls 
133 AsaiUor 
SS8 «»Or»* 
78 BG4M 
127 BWI 
117V Babcock 
77 BwnatlCI 
S3 

ft BnsonGp 


I8D 90 BB*m , 

m"« M n aBl a cWl . j 
421 3K Bowed, 
71 13V Bcoaot 

157V 1» 


atft UMn, 

14* BASM 

a-V SoMUtamp. 


238 Carat 

150 Curw 
IS OaoMiH 
29* C»ra»18 

302 CicUm 
1*8 Conecntt 

710 Co* mao 

189V Mew 
88 DotnenPit 
330 BS ^ 

91 ebohibi 
T 7V Eraaiaa 

n 6wn*s 

13ft pd 
11ft Fonur 
iV FmuoHflSJ 

Z» R»Q« 

29 mEM 


!;s- 

>ft lft GlWNKia 
BB SS 

m l», wh 

ITS 133'* 
p 33 H rranao 
106 H8IS MB 
BB 29 I tt W W i 




an 

,1» 

91 


73 


125 

.1 

ZB 


<86% ft% 

3D 7 


MX 


12; 


435 


ns 


w 


J 


h-i 




Ml 

89 'i 


13* 


107 


178 


6*6 


101 





J* 1 * 


-1 


-1 

0 

- 



02 




18'i 



m- 






it'l 

101 


M 


V* 

- 



IS 


39D 


ttfD 




2=2 

»- 

197 


IS 


!W9 



v> 

17% 



• 

150% ># 





T8% 

-1 

*3 

j-i 

119 

x*l% 


O 

80V 

17B 

171 

48 

108 

38 


i* I5J >478 

- 4058 
69 4068 

3 0 4179 

40 107 *675 

- 1113 
15 175 4183 
2.1 145 4217 
13 5*J 4259 

18 *376 

19 «J 43S0 
10 195 188* 
66 155 *408 
17 1U 1141 

. 27 4978 


19 114 4031 
19 • 1537 

52 - «B 

99 45 5084 
10 4377 

*7 1480 

48 12.1 1663 

49 SES 1691 

59 SS 1974 
89 129 1789 
29 - 6157 

29 179 1777 

22 69 1795 

£5 • 1806 

29 - 1928 

12 

18 2TO 1995 
43 177 13W 

49 14S >9*8 
15 263 >890 
m 43 3317 

19 13.1 >858 
75 99 2004 
41 138 2593 
4.1 168 3070 
28 141 2078 
57 94 2100 

37 W16 
24 210 2BC 

50 2210 

4 C 9.1 2232 
*9 129 2080 
SO M9 2357 
*S ISO 2430 
12 114 2440 
54 73 251* 

23 17* 2fil7 
65 14J 2S68 

38 12-1 2552 

- 260* 
■ 215 2579 

39 - 23A) 


. $0 B0 373* 
. 3* *1 1 2798 

. *j - an? 
ft 17 225 MW 

. ti 109 28>7 

.1 67 tU 289* 
- s*i • as 


Htfi LOM 
*1 28 
85 as 
210 162 
3*BV 386 
91 78 kwcoHUu* 

97 40V JcMPiSPb 

614 S88 JPnmM 

52V 39 JtnttSUp 
605 *10 UbMkd 

126 ID 1AMM 
45 39 ULHklDi 

39 19 US hi 

336 ii7 M anaaom, 
47S 378 UPCflPlrto 

iS 

825 *87 IMn 

-MS 203 Mama One 
318 178 Mama 

S3 33 rtyptmt 
ID 41 Nmiiki 
41V 12 OHM 
391 233 

15V 4 

220 110 

98 41 

407 235 1 

391 180 Ren** 


Pika Og VH P/C Co* 


PlSBCKtkl* 

CkSmaat 


38 *2 

JOB X«1 
87 -I 
11 * 

775 


*7 *4 

1*V 

375 ip* 70 


27 - 4871 

51 90 3931 
U 167 2942 
*2 366 2962 
50 169 3001 
21 3046 

50 15.1 3052 

- 3056 
&£ 146 3070 

51 195 IW0 

40 154 32*8 

51 • ?*32 

66 117 3290 
69 ITS 3321 
58 254 3331 

41 185 3368 

28 135 33W 

44 189 3*16 
35 14.1 *31 
55 112 3488 

45 99 3(7? 
65 


n 


194V 148 fkto-itoK* 

180 lSS'l FWO* 

183 143 npxmn 

97 Sent, Eng 


335 283 
795 *38 
» B7 
671 V 423 
812 451 
293 127 
463 338 


101 


tow n 




a t, 

51 17 

127 TiWkaUd 


194 

18 

1SV 5 VantnM 
2B3 162 »S«s 

14V 9V MaraCk 
734 506 VtacGp 

B68 722 VtopuTIn 

510 435 WhganM 

393 199 HMCk 

88V 96 ■“ 
sue 300 

187 122 

11V BV UUdney 


28 159 3705 
4 J<ZUB - 2342 
200-62 2850 

43 - 3779 

383 - 51 239 3S» 

230 »-13V 29 130 3810 
78 - SO 129 S82S 

17BV«+3V 35 259 38S3 
167 - 37 169 38K 

173 - 39 166 1506 

93V -V 4 6 33.1 39 BE 

33* - 27 220 4400 

7TB 13 20 21.1 401B 

77 .1 - *023 

839 »7 29 S3 *050 

596 -V 25 167 4078 

291 - 54 140 4110 

435 <8 55 20* *227 
*8 1IB3 

BB x- 2.0 . 2090 

l» X- 65 105 <312 

15V •- 50 ISA *680 

11 ft • - 1975 

2S2 -1 27 203 *399 

72 1993 

889 »- 17 170 440* 

B(» «8 14 149 4674 

<36 - 65 124 4418 

215 -1 4.1 111 *453 

48V ft 42 10.7 4457 
35 155 4483 
59 4484 

15 4499 


16% ll’i AlraBAIra 
■CBPn 9»>%Aknii 

CCVraftiSl 


171 





£T2 Va 

>121.1 

- 1571 

2S7% 

200 

Sea km 



240* 17V 

AmacQarCp 

£32 

ft 17 


252 

205 

Sea mob 
S econd M 



BmORM» 

70 

- 190 

193! 

ISO 

MSI 

18*0 ,10 

51 

65* *73 

ConirtLM 

625 .10 54 



42B 

SecaUMk 



mo 1086 

DomiGsnl 

1535 

■ 2.7 

155 5063 

93 

78 

SaeaTsScsl 


47 

IH 126 

TqidlxUi 

Ml 

- 70 

3379 

KO 

124 

SrtBd Assets 

144 *- 

14 


TS« 

10 


ENGINEERING VEHICLES 


39 

23 

AAFUk 

20 

•1 

IH 

153 

Akkra 

200 

x- 

48V 

41 

AmurTisrt 

42 

» 

526 

440 

Awn tetter 

498 


=91 

191 

DBA 

270 

*1 

73% 

«bv ftST.ua 

Ift 

*• 

3*0 

28S 

Baton 

300 


3* 

17 


24 

tfl 

3ST 

245 

BtFMtae 

2*9 


503 

310 

R»ITa» 

<35 


830 

543 

□NN 

787 

■6 

a 

33 

kanera 

37 


*49 

30* 

mad 

379 

*7 

012 

1 a 

Lucea 

in 

**7 

99 

S3 

MMknar 

92% 


295 

240 

kraroat 

275 


200 

150 

svbd<» 

191 


197 

119 

T«M 

190 

*1 

379 

32* 

TrktyHtkj 

335 

a 


- M05 

59 61 1538 

69 120 1551 

40 1773 

2J 1778 

70 120 17=0 

20 160 1-OB 
63 ■ - 1883 
25 145 2397 

21 189 2675 
37 165 2BB6 
110 152 2980 


23 34.1 *300 
30 124 1400 
55 18.7 *155 
*J - 4181 
20 131 TB9B 


200 


Law 

58 

120 

343 

IX 


*86 

*20 366 

*65 *03 

sa *06 

714 SB* 
201 236 

216 148 

32V 20 
210 156 

130 75 

US 75 
a 51 


Stott Me* Cho Yltf WE Cock 

Com* PkzA 97 - 05 - 3801 

Cratfaon 129 «* 75 63 2=73 

IWPM *80 *■ 29 130 U*9 

JOfoaGp 148 - - - 533 

UOHWOR ft - *060 

OUXUia J» X- U 99 3568 

PMtaonZA 370 -1 61 115 3609 

PMM0n20Cli *4S - *2 157 3909 

PonraoukT S» - 25 180 1094 

IMBC 897 x«9 5* 181 3739 

M|W 289 13 172 3B05 

sampfll, 178 - 58 120 «20 

~ ■■ ■ 30V f 75 309 4121 

_ . 1GB U 4247 

C 75 - 35 . 4401 

HMiarObraN 81 <2 69 155 *422 

WtyfM Wa*o 81 V -V 17 20.7 *746 


INSURANCE 


ae ttov arc 


136 

182 

165 

58V 

85 

a 

4a 

189 

122 

414 


707 499 Don Ami 

248 145 KoahlCE} 

2MV 203’* htoanfep 

256 anuU bi 

W3 OBOnxn 
135V LtyflTlxjai 
IS Lomax Lta 

47>i IMiUNUi 
3* CWtfxun 

IS PWSM 

261 FtyPIra 

W 8MMck 

S3 m 3 BtaiH a 

261 Sul Alone* 367 

6i Tintraoir 75 

172 118 MBConoon 14* t* 2 

» 


266 1*10 4 0 5.1 2781 


661 lta 59 57 £672 

1» 1*5 117 9 .4 £963 

281 L rf*. S* 298 
B4 - 39 7* a8T 

KM - 90 152 1232 

IN - 70 97 3170 

130 -3 7 7 76 2782 

ES7-I «'l 38 - 3238 

5* *3 7.1 *m 

20 - 27 -3736 

378 45 «J 75 3873 

125 43 67 102 2988 

- 269 35 4107 
1 55 10* 4114 
19 3L5 *£98 
5 7 . 4512 

*5 4521 


INTERNATIONALS 

a 9 AnPoAmbid Ot*T> - 2.7 

a Hi 20 TUty* Lab QBV •’« 
Z7 n B 21*>BAmH Bran CTVl ft?*9 
av ift AawEjqimx ejT’naft 
Aft 30V ATI T E42°H J» 

>8* >2ft Hifd M4 -V 17 


117 74 


87 


&1 


EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES 

38*hAiv*"iCb*I 


Mjl ^ __ 

«1”D a'^cArO*** Cap 
84% 4ft AngAnOdd 
X 22 AagPacfta* 
IS 11 Asnan* 

117V TB"* Otyoon 

S»V 21ft 


cgj i>- 39 ms - 
£4ft» *'4 2.1.267 
03 ft»42 15.1 1600 

25 U- - 3520 

M3V, ft 1.9 
IDS'* 4V - - 1857 

21 ft ft - • SHOD 


4 

i% duwMHng 

S’. 


202* 



OTA 



20 HI 


41 

Ck*fS» 

106 


■ =157 




11b 



70% 

12% 

Dnflaai 


795% 

409% 

DatiaiDacp 

497% 


- - 2386 

*50% 

271% 

anaaml 

317 

♦ 1 

3.1 100 2*32 


*15 as Enocmty »1 4 U 151 2(74 


1ft 

108 

in 


82 X 

93 40 (MKMaara 

aft 188V Dm 
29ft 155V MBtoMM 
T7-H 11V ktyk 
94ft W) KkriScM 
12ft B LOOM 
2H 174G untie 
12V Mnm» 

77V HSU 

88 PmCHI 
123 Pantos 
317 BJBlfcHO 

721 KTZ 

7*ft 5(3 RoxllflnH 
7JJ** 320V MxftnV 
lift* 1tfVrftoannBa«B 
ate isOBSODOarak 

IV ft SOtnln 

123 38V am 

58 33*XVBMItoft 
19 S Wartime 
SB 473 HUIBkMBB 520. 
8<H 4teVMokn8 Cft 


a-’i tsPaMonOMp 
44ft 30B wanMhng 


36 65 - 2030 

60 *1 24 - Z720 

227V ft 19 3X0 4969 
192V »V 92 12.1 
CiPVz - a* iao 
597V «2 45 229 
68'< *'all.7 57 
f«1i ft - 
Oft ■ 22 235 
77V «- B9 69 *83* 
102 ... - 
2*0 *2 09 

548 - 29 161 2S4 

930 - 3J 135 3800 

543 - 2.7 379 

414V *tV 65 17.1 
C11V 4 *b3J 38B0 

HBfto *<1446 23.7 
ft . 

St *.■*“ 

r*2=»r ftj39 A3 
19 - 77 39 4*24 

04 179 44*7 
4-V760 95 


4018 


ax'* ,>w£7 119 
*26V 41V19 <14 


FOOD MANUFACTURERS 



47 1513 

98 120 2591 
30 132 1674 

35 99 1801 
*5 M0 1747 
29 160 1786 

- 1907 

61 179 1871 

«J as 1880 

U 165 2030 
SA 2076 

29 111 2303 
54 7.1 B4B3 
17 129 £270 
89 120 2304 

36 100 2*88 
14 6* 50*9 

62 as 2665 

41 11.1 2705 
27 =B0S 

98 x*1 17 73 2959 
MOV r-lV 72 109 2890 
109 99 3006 
60 78 2408 
44 89 3306 
14 2906 

32 150 33U 
- 12 3517 
60 - 3638 

- 2754 
62 *9 3B3B 

114 no *ca 
44 95 4173 

17 139 *344 

- _ __ 26 >59 *347 

CWa -V 29 135 «E0 

a Id UH.1 43JO 

iso 26 169 4512 

80 - 59 11 1878 


GAS DISTRIBUTION 


317V 222V MHtlOK 
280 218 Crtor 

230 Ropa 


250 *10V 72 167 191= 
Ml - 66 134 2037 

2E - 14 107 


HEALTHCARE 


in 

11V 

a 


845 .* 

315 

i« Caam«>typ 290 
2 2V EiwmraPtod 36 - 

110 BctMxmVCb 134 


17 


41 


115 

26V 

789 

304 


W IBS 


118 Send 
3iiV swnKcore 
32 StadDtyi 
152 SranatNiW 
183. Ml 
ft Tomsk 
19 TapnllAa 
23* Uxcftax 
MMHtoi 


£5 192 MOO 

40 219 1818 

44 129 *738 

69 • 4871 

39 3818 

4.1 140 10*6 
• 1*50 

1.1 a* 29*6 

22 175 3007 

13 BO 3650 

12* *1 15 - 3001 

Mo-1 - 4S78 

197 - 45 109 6=18 

M . 10 17 7 4585 

13 - - 09 1519 

18* 1 *5 - 2504 

W3 - 24 111 3*82 

158 *2 - X2» 

19ft *2V IS ZL4 40U 

IBS - 1.8 127 *647 

2 - 13 112 5208 

33 If - 1490 

M* X- 37 140 4280 

8M - 21 MI 2084 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

2a in AMomao >bs 

2U 22* BUKXPVml 272 
42 a CHmCmn 37 
123 89 Comma Pti lit 


29 100 >539 
29 174 18*4 
36 108 2836 
06 • 3800 


XV 41 Aim 026 Qa Aft 
153 116 Am Metal 126 - 55 

0>» 4i« Mm Cte »’&!£ 

12 IT« BoMMtra 1ft - 

295 149 BMadklmPf 237 

37 M BamM 
M0 729V BrakenM 
14V 10V BniSaU 

dftt aPHnCtasa Mon 
37"m MV Ckyrtw 
38°> a canewiEp 
1X2V 014V Canon 
68 40 CHMPk 

47% 24'} CEO op 

4ft* 39V COklltote 

l5£te l2PteCemn*oM 
50V 38 )%OdwCIwiii 
4S n H 30 1 * Eamunlbfc 
680 573 HOm 

360 no EnpICtinpL 
2ft 15% Fad 
47V 31% Sen Eke US 
SS"* 21"maBHa 
297 3*0 KanhsSH 

1387 B*0 HandallctS 

31% 10% imna ty rt 
=2ft 160V HKBk 


- KO£ 

- 1667 

- 1698 

72 1715 


1834 

30 -1 188= 

818 *16 25 212 
C1?i -V 25 - 1908 

E39"lf*1% 

£35 *•'• 

C3BV - - pn*n 

ia0V*sa o7 . nos 
« ... 

r*s'* •»% 

£47% -V 


flSJV 

E4SV 

K3V 

850 

349 

C19V 

£47 

ttfi 

298 


& 

■%ai 

- 38 
ft “ 
% 

45 


- 2184 
• > 0*6 

1060 

- ion 

7*31 

- 2518 
2615 

• 


Hrfi Low 
130 10* 

65 5* 

17V 8 

370 JOB 
382 296 

*80 TV 
151 ia 


ItoyfioopoB its 

UawjEiitoam S5V - 
- Karans 6V ■ 

UortoKOO* 375 *-£ 
I6nr boras I77V ,1 
UtfDrtklba *J2Vx,i 


MOB TV M Cock 


HnVSekCap 

avCaeK 


142 


15 

160 


72 UnvCaeuic 72 

183 IE?! UrrjTraCbAI 18£<> 

377 JOS ttyktoU 360 ■ 42 

61 53 New Then » . 102 

19 11 HorawaM 15 

375 316 OMMlnw 371 V ,2V 12 

199 156 (TsualmWti 17* «i 

289 716 PmMUkfct £87 - ID 

210V mV Rlt Cap Cm. CB TV • 15 

=12 164 ITT Cur Pn 208 »1 09 

105 97 flurBMcAnwf 10* • 94 

134 114 ftrUbc Cjn is *1 

- ia _ 


TncavLOi 166V *1 
Tn EuoCMa 197 
TH For Eras 171V **2 4.4 


133 11] TKMgiilnc 


119 

S1% 

as 


TB F 


127 


U 


112 *2 05 

=A >- <S 

20? .1 24 

286 1 

in •* 19 

153 atV 65 
379 - 4.7 


PW» 

Sam Cos 
267V 233': TB Taco* 

209 100 TO Teen 

l£9V lSS'l TBTecnSSi 

391 319 TwiDMBor 

139 IUV Thcj 100CSC 131 • 25 

E0 *3 Thing Dual *3 - =15 

H 99 Hang Tuna 79V - U 

267 517 USOCInwn £87 ,M 2.1 

208V 21ft Man 35iV *1 3D 

328 3<7 YaooanCap 303 >1 

69 77 Ywmmihw 77 i- 2=2 

LEISURE & HOTELS 


3*46 
2257 
- 2261 
3441 

- 3*42 

• 3*45 
2S45 

- £6(7 

- £927 

- 3W 

- 3*83 

- 3*95 

- 4545 

• 5002 

- 4118 

• 5178 

- 5177 

- *803 

• 3677 

- 38a 

• 38*6 
1053 
500* 

• 397* 

- B7B 

- 3B77 

- SMS 
(271 

• *880 

- 4369 

- £897 

• *591 

• *282 
. *£B5 

- 4968 

. *an 

• 4SOT 

- *191 

- 5005 

• *219 
■ * 2=1 

- *385 

- *626 
- * 66 * 
- *656 



8 *9 105 1540 

41 I - 156 *643 

102V • 66 162 SB3 

22V uft 0.4 32.1 1370 


74% *6%BM 
U2te 5P’ mn Cora 
MV i<fc km 
40% =ft ityiBLmcn 
•48 231 MW Cora 

O'* 35 > %4loraai LJPJ 
59. a 0»6>an» 
41V 27 Ptm 
172 Ml. RomaiC 
MV 19% OmkarOxs 
23*% 12% Sto Aim B 
SB% M% Tamm 
KfVi 21% Tram km 
2H 226 Tkm Pmas 
£ft 16% LkwnCom 
1*5% 90% WBto Frag 
82% KU Xom 


i£58V*23’» <L7 
£2 ft -% 

210V *%24 
ESMw *•» 

£76"w -%17 

eggp -% 
ette *>v 

*08 -9 

02V •>'■ 
a 

37 

16* •* 50 

IS3V oft 
£23 1 %xft 15 511 
£50% ,% 

D1% *1% - SOM 

2*8 * *7 145 4236 

£M'I - 20 - *3K 

£140% ,1'SC.l - *458 

arvfty - *5*0 


£695 

3% 

IV 

Magi 

.?* 

- • S361 

am 

97 

68 

Nataailte 

BB 

8- 50 100 1105 

THK 

121 

JO 

Prtcan 

110% 

ft ID 220 *8=0 


221 

121 


217 

*1 13 El JOBS 

1097 

1*1 


P8aa Lakua 

135 

- 4 4 tOD 3724 


31 

IS 

Quatoa 

17 

- 19 475 3J07 

JWU 

20 

ft 

QuacHHni 

1* 

-'* - • 37*5 


28S 

21/ 

Hamden's (H) 3*5 

- >0 280 2011 






♦4 4 0 14 7 3771 


43 

30 

Haty H««l 

41 

- 180 1502 



26 

ByanHoBHi 

3* 

- 4 7 HD 1471 




EmnyVKA 


- 00 540 3926 


Vfl 

/4V 

State 


- 2.7 *09£ 

1171 





- 2.1 160 4067 


4% 

2% 

&uiwgn 

2% 

20 370 4141 


INVESTMENT COMPANIES 

44te 35% hkmgmkw £3ft *% - 

Wte l^nJF PnOppn af*n *Vi ■ 

MB 192 GMi«niM 711 *3V 05 

*86 394 BdMCO <50 15 31 

492_ 398 RlAm 475 -15. ID 
12%: BtoSporaSouq 02% *Vi(L2 
305 218 Scot Ann 290 *3 

INVESTMENT TRUSTS 




447 333 

92V 77 
£30 182 

1*7 120 

20*7 16» 

297 £39 

*86 391 

215 >7= 

(8V 29V 

96 9ft M 
as to* 

365V 211 
509 318 

139 88 

192 IS 
017 


SIGrara 421 a»2 
xmfltiaiai 


AtOMbtyl 91V 
AbnmiNDwi 211 -JV Q 
Atenjrkw m 


38 


91 


tayfnolH 
DrayttmFE 
Dunain he 
DmmttoDpw 


aa 

TH £88 *3 £4 
48= *4 17 

200 *3 =5 

38 •% 

9= t*'l Si 
B» f 15 
SS *2 26 


*V 


29V ft - 

25’* ft 2D 

U - 03 

XT *3V 36 
392 *1 26 

=17 »i 2D 

MlV *1 ID 

r*v *i 02 

02 

. 08 

7< 51 V FkmCnnaaa 53% ft ID 

1M FtomCkuXa* 250 - 20 

399% FkmCMEu 343 - 13 

275% FkmFE 34* ,7% 08 

90 FfcrtMInc 98V»l 56 

53 Fkmkidkt 5ft .1 2D 

SB Reeiikpwi £62 *7 

2S2V Ram Iran: 285 


iDngcn 

IklCTTO 


in 
158 
697 
85V 
» *2 
315V *■ 

679 Duaedki WM> 771 1*4 
05 67 Ecurturt 61 - 

1WV 62% Edki 
43V mV 

164 127 EdnJKOnTa 

36 It EitoJanaTn 

37V 24% Eon rta» Hour 
102 80 EdnSafcCcm 

339 281 Rtotunn IT 

319 307 Been 

220 in 

MS 106 

88 

109 1*7% RMrtealW 193 

MtySMU 105. ml 


EngtSctt 

fUBbr JeaVxl 


- 4*02 
*838 

- *801 
1545 

- (570 

- 1508 

- 181= 
17*8 

- 3860 

- IBM 

- 1913 

- 1987 

- 2052 

• 2470 

- 237* 

• 2574 

• 2730 

• =390 
. Z#5 

- 353= 

- 3533 

- 0600 

• 3S0* 

• 26** 
- 2181 

- 3879 

- 3109 

- as 

• 2*37 

- 2*38 

• 9472 
. *021 

- 2297 

- *762 

- M2* 
2581 

- 2901 

- 2585 

- 4270 



269 


330 

*2 ID 


S 

U 


21 



B6 


UBV 


- 2303 

1% 

1 


1 



199 


249 

- 20 

■ £59* 

mu 

539 

PCKSOI 

804 

♦10 

87 

97V FotCdErt 

86% 

- ID 

- 2524 

26 n 

15S 

Plmrotok 

IBS 




S5 



80S 

tea 


580 


136 

115 

FntCrtBnoa 

125 

ft OS 

- 4731 

a 

22 

Pifcxraraa 

a 



124 


KD 

*1V ID 


ICC 

712 

HUBOkM 

963 

«9 

101% 

137% 


180 

-* 10 


sn 

404 

HwiBfflB 

592 

*14 

179 

153 

FerttCa&mk 

172 

•V 10 

- *731 

334 

222% 

Eatebtedk) 3H 

-1 


RrtWLtam 

Fs Spnkn 


Got 600 
□anCenCp 
Gmi Cook 


00 


IX * 11.1 

99V ft 03 

81% GaaunM* M - 20 

42V GamffxlK 43V ■ OJ 

« Ora* Eng kM n® *«■* O* 

70 Goa nine 7* (ft OS 

322 GQMatM 371 *6 04 

223 Swann: 287 »1 2LB 

IX OaaAnSm 190 +* 

71 OraaOt*5fll 8* *1 

391 (batoMIr <38 - 20 

113 HaWMmd >18 -l A2 

76 186 Opine 97 - 111 

91 JoaHrtgBlne 85 a- 17D 

X -kmHktp 117 

50 Jswokxraa 58 - 12D 

M3 KkaiCmm 288V *2V ID 

718 law Dab W0 *3 2D 

40 LdiAraarOti n> 

182 LtydsSixCO 127 - 38 

283 Laaknd 338 r 07 

31V IBGkiaxw 3* c 11D 

2«% luonenmnr »v - iso 
IX tydDEinlra 158 i>2 40 

*8 -ImAaacGa SB 1 * ft - 

19= uanrakw 21s a*= so 

126 IkbUKkrtka 158 ft 06 

42 HanoMiKrtl <3 

119 UmlkiQmW IX *3 Oi 

WV H Cm* Joan 98% *3 


2650 

2656 

*788 

*785 

4877 

£685 

5151 

Z77» 

39*9 

7731 

Z73* 


- 3100 

- 3137 
SIS* 

- 1110 

- 32=0 

- M12 

- 1598 

- 1792 

- 8883 

- 3270 

- 2076 

- 1512 


298 2*1 IMRMnk 

802 877 

90V 78% Mon 

577 4® 


•= 6.1 
Kayai 788, >•* ID 
80% **V 10 
586 *3 2D 


120 

» 


2D 176 1955 
3D 10= 1735 
00 106 1858 
ID 060 1873 
- 1945 
5D - £077 
ID 213* 
27 101 1796 
20 1887 

1 5372 

- 51 1413 

- 05 96 »W 

> 71 367* 

il 26 213 £500 
TV 20 37.1 4318 
•- *8 176 £637 

*1 24 15.1 =763 

Hmnnwhap ft t- - £B3* 

10-T.ec Sp! 31 • 50 - 5110 

Dam Hotel 233% .A 33 1*6 

KKIkl. MU - 33 *686 

uwrata 150 3 60 *56 3115 

London CUm *17 ai5 *2 140 4388 


200 

331 

1% fltart 
S'.- CortOI 
2*a Cnvnb 
70V GayCffHes 
305 CanpiM 
EdraDmai 
Etrapiuin 

Eixocamp 205 

RalOwfeeH 65 

RMlMka 859 

224% Fun 33fl 

FnanrttHi 
Granecn 
3 
16 

233% 13* 

29% Ift Ktffck 
187V ia 
S*3 26* 


>50 

630, 

ft 


MaiUU 195 
Mammon* 80 


*1 


346 

1814 

1 % 

Z3B 

158 

860 

IX 


=80 TaRam 
097 Thom EMI 
0% Thkrakig Bb 


345 

1620 

0 % 

230 


ID 231 
-8 30 M0 *=13 
im • 12D 393= 
- ID 76 4260 
♦IV ID 15J 1716 
- 4704 
• 90 100 *57D 


LIFE ASSITIANCE 


Uw Stock PHaa Chg Vld WE Cock 

XV Z=% PrartwO* =7 .1 - 16* JTn 

M* 2=1 RkmcDEnatV 378 ihI OJ 522 376= 

*53 330 namtOi *00 *5 5J • 2770 

116 72 SaMPv 71 *1 . 363 , 

78 42 TuferaOa 78 *1% - 


OIL, INTEGRATED 


5*6% 39= BP 
098 815 BumohCctn 

Sficf 3B% Exxon 
671’v 53’a IMICap 
=8% ti'Vrtmra Hjara 
15% nV ~ ■' 

892% 687 
M =1 


529 a*10 3D 15* <820 
931 **19 *2 151 201= 
ES3V ,1% 3.7 
tB71* .%36 
(28% ft:l£ 1*6 
t1*l **% *0 
8*5 *11 <3 IBB *003 


-.7 1.1 


OTHER FINANCIAL 


Ann £17% 


719 8=5 Crteaono 


77 


22>1 

=17 


X 
775 

'» 

IT’s =V AwnsangB 
379 220 Cam 


719 
CD 

Cam* 19 

Casks =12 

CnWeCra M 

EfTGp 9E 

EdnFdMga 858 

EBXi 110 

&h> 

234 


<1 24D 
U 126 *808 
3D 322 20» 
23 184 
: 16 £02 4X8 
ID 18.7 2082 
- 5M6 
=i 186 =420 
46 15* 2*17 
88 SD 4S10 


22% GukneuPI 
1=72 963 HemA6ira 

2E6 162% kiwseo 

a 4i tmesmnCo d 
=34 IX hnyUam =31% 
=48% 164% jadroSn 


XV 

UK 

25= <* 


29% 

317 


21 IrtlFklkw 


111 


Lai Sax 85 

VUG Guo 
MAI 
MAM 
Mai EDA F 147 
NMHOOMUa 10= 
Perpetual ie*o 

PraeRnd 915 

3Z7 


81 39 1817 
- 3ZD 2059 
46 =38 2B70 
24 17J I960 
71 120 3000 
4= 171 301= 
_ 50 60 
29V *1'r=5 3200 

216 *1 55 15.* 4893 

170 - 3D 1*0 *651 

1260 - 1= 32*5 

303 *=V 36 15.1 8288 


Saqc IX *= 


182 1*6 
IX » 

<850 USO 
852 515 

330 2*5 

*1% 2*V ADaM 
955 31 9U 

IX 106 EJ>0toH 
563 445 Soameiiua 

52S<> 305% EakaPac 

» 4 Trohcttoge *V 

1.-3 118 an nu l* >73 


40 102 33*6 
B= 76 *87= 
ID 3D 3*58 
27 3638 

56 170 37V 
3D 180 2206 
4D 170 3881 
56 85 388= 
3J 21D 3SS5 

to 12.3 1*7= 

503 *11% £D 186 

20 7 4 1631 
43 M0 


288 

11 = 

5=8 


OTHER SERVICES 


13* 

2 

110 

#15 

£ 

£ 
17 V 

*33% 

I ID 
19 
116 
1«B 
in 
XI 
265 

58 

II 
L35 

2X 

* 1 * 


MO AngfcEaat 
0V AngbUortert 
57 Appf>«k>ra> 
245 BMam 
» Back Ansa 
X Crtdatiai 
Si CxaRrni 
135 Com* 

13V EFG 
215 Fkrtaa 
=3% OtnMnora 

70 OrtaoiltyM 
« Oreemvy 
63 n^tyUBL 

135 KuabLunpea 
03 LrtrtlM 
iQ2 neborsmo 
1*9 PBHoAie 

X Pfeanoi SGen 

(A Baku* 

103 BoaaEim 

71 ShawaMcfi 
211 UD0 


116 V 
0 % 

88 

=75 

9 

X 

01 

IS 

15V 

Sl. 

Of* 

88 

87 a- 

80 C»2 
181 (. 
100 »6 
O* - 


Ml naaWiAngnt 336 


26 SD 1818 
• IBIS 
1Q0 

10 38= 

99 96 184= 
19* J0 223* 
*4 no 
7* 22*5 

%«0 31 MIS 
I* 178 259= 
%:* • loco 

30 157 
3.7 120 3081 
3.7 IB* 

2.1 296 - 

ID 116 3150 

- 50 80 3»* 
a- *1 13= 3656 
I- 60 6.1 =125 

•% - • 

- 29 13* 3868 
*. 40 MM *077 

- 40 4330 

-6 - 12.7 1*70 


PHARMACEUTICALS 


M'% 1ft AoraAB 
=100 4=s BaBkand! 1688 

#45 103 CMttRwn* 338 

#75 9=% CMaaeone* IM 

359 I0J Ftaora =6* 
*1=V 887 ItaWakOM 886 
DO 35 Hinngoon 78 
2D* 16= Uodma 205 

218 131 Macanc £00 

»V 5PckimN»9 
201 


Crt *' : BJ0 2=0 


*14 

317 

303 

Z» 


73B 

LagrtlGaa 670 
LtyMAHty *6= 
LmkiAMai an 
Piudaaei *15 

Ffctyje 435 

TraatAnkc 3*8 
IMFnenty TOi 


>i U -198* 
*1 4D 198 3148 
*2 5 A 14D 1500 
.1 SS 193 J105 
.2% *S 177 3733 
■3 3D SOD 3788 

- 50 =34 2939 

- 3D IS 1 4373 


MEDIA 


no 

7% 

25* Ml 


*80 335 AUxdMrad *09 -3 M =70 150* 

310 380 AArene £88 - 37 1*0 15= 

D) 2= Amp* Grove 38% - 15J 4451 

191 105 Awkoo IK - ID - 1710 

315 IX Banxxkkk 310 • 30 39D 1750 

10% *% fikkrtaa 

281 174 Bemoan Ga 

254 199 BamTV a* 

368 335 Boats Poa 355 I 

*81 £42 BSXyB *05 -3 

EX 343 CupURkd 532 X.7 

108= 861 CatoiCont 948 -S 

12% 5% CaratyOaiMp 10V «■ 

US » CawaCdd 97 *1 

tie 63 Carta* W P-. 

12% Bl'% -Vsia 

14% llDwChiMKkn £13% .%U 

550 285 DartmKttt 529 - 09 *31 1098 

57* 395 SIAP 530 Ml 2D 206 2*57 

9K(i 56ft Eknto fl=A -1% V 20.7 

WS8 930 Eiaxnxiai IKS -3 

508 333 Renaai as ih 

«0 143 GCT Gnxra =M 

X 13 Doadwao IB 

23 130V GmnpkaA 211 x- 

X2 13= KTV&iDMp =9= 

358 =56 Ltynei £80 - 

3*0 233 HakferHObw 262 

183 137 HsmCoal 1C 

348 228 SC m -= 

■ah SV kraapa iff. - 

396 Mfl mvtHItyra 393 

135 19 HanaraTrti <00 


5.1 157 1951 

2.1 207 1676 
4.7 1B0 196* 
08 45D «8i« 


10 


- 3807 
20 194 2719 
00 - =729 

17 197 7763 
ID 301 3797 
AI 143 £858 
10 158 2891 
4D 185 E9M 
15 1!D 387 
- 50 <1«i 
=0 180 14*3 


ice IX Jomnatxi 
25 15 

355 ES 
«67 KB 
IX 109 
199% 120 
34* 

207 


Lepra 18 

Mkkl 213 

MoMBlDao 8*0 
IMn) IM IH 137 
l*iar Group 17B 

UaraOTM 466 


-I 


479 •= 

mV u-% 
XV - 
4£ i>*3 
88 u- 
MV - 
419 -Z 
8*5 *10 
3*0 

IBM •> 

551 

128 a- 

IBB 


x aV Srtocfv 
*i x Bno nM 
65 33 aeotvKkB 

X 33 Sxxtoc " 

<5 31V Tmpvl 

*53 355 Tooraapb 

BBS 725 TOoxtonCp 

35= 301V TMWyM 

10*7 632 L**er TV 

571 46* UMNOo* 

131 86 VTR 

167 101 WFP 

702 386 10*1 Tfflo-T E87 

OIL EXPLORATION 

(C 3* AttUOniB 55 

75 48 Arana 47 

7BV 39% AianEgt 77 

40% 17 Aram 29% ft 

56 37 AataPrt IS 

337 220 bBaiaCi 337 *4 

3 £ UkHes 2 

117 6B% CatnEora n? ,3 

81% X Opk 

*2 170, Cana aca fc 

2% 1<I DraoonOa 

22V 18 Edkcagh 

424 389 Eraapka 

8% 6 FakraaOl 

99 6= Gael 

4= «IV QIHWtyn 
802 129 tetyOk 

7% *% hdrortASrtr 


£0 Z7D 3356 
3D 13D 3487 
2D 11D 2996 
3D 190 3*15 
ID I2A 3497 
ID • 3669 
- 8*07 
U >7.7 3G20 
■ 22K 
20 146 3587 
3D 0.1 2271 
20 240 37H 
ID 2*6 3815 
2.7 1756 

4.1 316 JB85 
600 3903 


40 66 
• as 5069 
• 4111 
2D 20.1 1520 
30 31D 8760 
SD 170 2994 
30 131 *308 
2.7 20D *339 
5D MD 4375 
M 130 *58' 
00 210 454* 
ID 736 *®£ 


- 43*6 

■ MIS 

- 1356 

- 1385 

■ n» 

01 157 1902 
• 138= 


40 


IH IB LASMO 
I 1% >*1»SiH*fka 
7DV 57 unraa 
98 41 PBknol Baa 


-% ZD 120 =170 
i«I% 1* 9.7 

- 1*69 
=1V • 12.1 2*38 

90S *11 31 £2.0 M82 

8 -5S0 5296 

96V - 10 147 £714 

11% - - 274= 

202 •* 00 - *737 

3% - • 3*60 

175 • 07 - 3180 


4* RenaemW 
T|9 273 SatttWgt 

7i« 44* SFBeocM 

70S 418 SUBaasiHJ 

i£B7> 6*0 Zeneca 


£619 

- 3**8 
3685 

ID - £592 
*J 303 =701 
M*5 

1 7 170 J3W 
1 0 ■ 5153 

E97»B ftfl 7 1SD 3520 
2561 


a *7 115 3779 
5** .19 • £786 

971 1,7 20 190 *836 

6H M4V £6 <90 *040 

1222 «4 Z0 240 2866 


PRINTING & PAPER 


377 


SS3 
*45 
290 
250 
TOO 

*a 

196 _ 

M*V: 16% Bomoetlnc 

40 fi BrThonoi 

1C 112 BrttonGp 
=18 IH Bind 
29% XteCameud I8» 
#14 237 Cramer 

PeTaR 


APIGrovp 563 
Aifen Pnmng 423 
M7V AlJtiWOOAp '62 
16= Aspen Lenin 239 
*7* BPeiyVww MG 

347 Bcrarose 
BttBOanki 


.7 


396 


825 


I tea 


Fanaon 

JankPak 


74 50 MVHrtdbvi 


162% 

163 Plyai 
3=7 Raw 


5x401 DedS 

J we.P1 

TtatyteOM 

wac* 


350 Kmoagiiui 


2J 1680 

10 130 *719 
50 70 =9*0 
30 170 1669 
=0 M0 3986 
*0 127 1601 
M3 - ■ 18*9 

£22% nDil • 188* 
=3 -1 5* 70 3339 

159 - 2.1 190 2578 

IM r-2V S3 13.7 2008 
£29*1! ,'m20 172 *390 
297 a- 10 191 £=91 

6*0 >»B *0 US 232* 

M •= Z7 110 ZLM 

1J1 - 45 165 2360 

224 - 7D 90 2566 

ao *2 2i «> jo£9 

IX - 1.7 120 3099 

496 • 3D 140 X2S 

X m 30 120 3251 

200 «£ 20 160 3250 

ITS . 40 190 3681 

91 110 1686 
190 *017 

ID 10 7 40*4 
23 160 4CB8 
21 105 374* 
20 110 4*15 
S« 120 *418 
=5 186 4442 


SHARE PRICE DATA 

Prices am in alerting cxcepl where staled. The yield is Iasi year 1 * dividend, grossed up 
hy 2A per cenL as a percentage of the share piiv. The price namings (P/El ratio is ihe 
share price divided by last year's earnings per share, excluding exceptional iteins. 
Other details: xr Ea rights t Bx-dh-idend a Ex-all u Unlisted Secunties Market 
x Suspended pp Partly Paid pm Nil Paid Share*. Source: FmstaL 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allows you In access real-time share prices by phone from Suiq. Simply dul 
0891 123 335, followed by the 4-digii code primed next tii each share. To acres- the 
laiftq niw»ra-iiil reports dial 0891 U33 followed by one of the tw<>-digit codes hetou. 
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Anyone with a tone-dial telephone can use this service. For a detailed dc-cTiptiun of 
The Independent Index, including 110 portfolio facility, phone OKU IH? 333. 
For assistance, call our helpline U7| 873 4375 (9.30am - 53dptn). 

CoJh cast 39p per mum* (dump rauh oad 49p at all Mhtr lima. CaB charge* mdatk 1:47* 

MARKET LEADERS: TOP 20 VOLUMES 
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Speedsters in Doumen shadow 






RACING 

GREG WOOD 

UnUl the latest weather system 
deposited an inch and a half of 
nun on Kempton Park the night 
before last the one decent bet 
lor the King George VI Chase 
was that The Fellow's race 
record time of 5tnin 46.4sec. set 
in 1991. would be in consider- 
able danger. Twelve entries 
now remain in Boxing Day's fea- 
ture event, of which no fewer 
than seven either need, or like, 
to force the pace. Even the 
Bond movie is unlikely to be as 
fast or furious. 

The thought of perhaps half- 
a-dozen front-runners, includ- 
ing such leading fancies as 
Barton Bank, Merry Gale, One 
Man and Dublin Flyer, egging 
each other on from the start is 
not one to comfort many pun- 


ters. A shortage of pace will of- 
ten throw op strange results, but 
too much can be just as dan- 
gerous, as any backer of eight 
years* standing will recall. The 
longest-priced winner in the 
King George’s 48-year history. 
NupsuJa at 25-1 in 1987. pickwi 
U P. ™ pieces after Desert Or- 
wud and Beau Ranker set off 
like whippets, only to capitulate 
tamely when it really mattered. 

NupsaJa, of course, an- 
nounced the arrival of Francois 
Doumen as a serious plaver in 
Britain's big jumps races’. The 
Frenchman's record now in- 
cludes three more wins in the 
George (thanks to The 
Fellow in 1991 and 1992 and Ai- 
gM 12 months ago), not for- 
getting The Fellow* s Gold Cup 
in 1994. He will be represent- 
ed on Tuesday by both Algan 
and Val D'Alene, winner of the 
Racing Post Chase over the 


King George course and dis- 
tance last February. 

By now, you might think. 
British punters would have 
learned that they discount 
Doumen at their peril, yet both 
of his runners are available ax 16- 
1. Algan. it is true, was a very for- 

RfCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Going Around 
(Uttoxeter 2LK» 

NB: Betty's Boy 
(Lingfield JL30) 

tunate winner 12 mouths ago. 
when Barton Bank departed at 
the final fence, but the 16-1 
about Vfrl D'Alene is probably 
the last crumb of value in wha t 
is generally a very tight market. 
Monsieur Le Cure, incidental- 
ly, was yesterday declared to be 
a runner only if the ground is 
good or softer. Last year's King 


George runner-up wOl otherwise 
contest the Rowland Meyrick 
Chase at Wctherby. 

The second big race of the 
holidays, the Welsh National at 
Chepstow on Wednesday, will 
have a maximum of 20 runners 
following yesterday's declara- 
tions. Master Oats! whose vic- 
tory in the race Iasi year was the 
first major hint of the glory 
awaiting him at Cheltenham 
three months later, is not 
among them, however. 

Instead, the Gold Cup win- 
ner will wait for the Ericsson 
Chase at Leopardslown the 
next day. tearing Miinnehoma. 
the 1994 Grand National win- 
ner, to head the weights. Miin- 
nehoma is one of three entries 
from Mania Pipe, whose record 
in the race is better even than 
Doumen 's at Kempion. Pipe has 
saddled the winner five limes in 
the last seven years. 


Bui it may not be six out of 
eight, though, since the 10-1 of- 
fered against Miinnehoma by 
Coral, the sponsors, is the short- 
est price of any of Pipe’s trio this 
year. The favourite is Earth 
Summit. 3 former Scottish Na- 
tional winner, at 7-2. The firm 
then bet: 9-2 Fiver's Nap. 11-2 
Suny Bay, 13-2 Superior Finish, 
8-1 Grange Brake and Tartan 
Tyrant. 1Q-I bar. 

The Christmas Hurdle at 
Kempion the same day is like- 
ly to see the return to hurdling 
of Monteiado. one of the 
favourites for the Champion 
Hurdle but unraced over timber 
since the 1995 championship. 
Pat Flynn's Irish challenger will 
face six rivals at most, with 
Axours and Absalom's Lady, 
both trained by David Elsworth. 
his most credible rivals. 

The weights were also re- 
leased vesterdav for one of the 



Frost nips Kelso Rubin dies aged 79 O’Neill fined £400 


Racing has lost one of its last 
three pre-Christmas meetings as 
today' s card at Kelso has been 
abandoned because of frost But 
hopes are high that Lingfield 
and Ltitoxeter will survive to 
proride punters with a final 
chance to bet before a three-day 
break in the fixture-list 


A total of seven full meetings 
have now been lost to the 
weather during the current 
jumps season. 

Al Uttoxeter the clerk of 
the course. David McAllister, 
was “cautiously optimistic" that 
today's meeting will go ahead 
despite a bleak forecast. 


Alf Rubin, Cayton of the Morn- 
ing Star, and one of the most re- 
spected and long-serving racing 
journalists, has died all he age 
of 79. 

Rubin, who began with the 
Daily Worker 60 years ago, also 
had brief stints with the Daily 
Sketch and Reynolds News. 


Famous for his long-priced 
winning naps, he brought off a 
notable success when' tipping 
the 66-1 1949 Grand National 
winner. Russian Hero. He won 
the Sporting Life naps' table four 
limes and his final nap in yes- 
terday’s paper, Nicklup. was a 
winner. 


The trainer Jonjo O'Neill was 
fined £400 and his jockey. Alan 
Roche, suspended for’ seven 
days for schooling and condi- 
tioning Princess Maxine in pub- 
lic at Hexham yesterday. 

The mare had appeared to be 
tenderly handled when staring 
on to finish fifth in the novices* 


hurdle. Roche told the stewards 
that his instructions had been to 
drop the mare out in the early 
stages to ensure she got the trip. 

O'Neill said he was satsifted 
with Roche's riding, although he 
would have preferred him to 
have had the horse in a more 
prominent position. 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

1230 Mystic Isle 230 Most Equal 

LOO Swivel 3 jOO River Levon 

130 Batasani (nb) 330 Master Hopeful! 

230 Twice A f'fight 

GOING: Heavy. ~~~ 

■ Left-hand. sharp undulating course, fiiuvtn of ^OUjrder. 

■ Vrtinw ts SE of town on Bl!0:>S LmgfieJd station adjoin* course ADMISSION: Mem- 
h, » 5 >-■ Tilicrsalls 58- Slim Bin* S I. CAR PARK: Club S3: remainder ftw. 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH EUNNEB& B Sunders — 2 winners from 65 run- 

fir-** a mom ratio of and a la** to a SI level stake arSl 1 C; S Dow — 10 
winners. M runners. -4 7.77: RAkeharat — I R winner*. -JO ramus. 37/** +522.18; 

K O'SnlUvan — 13 win ners. »rt runners. 21.3%, -01&5-1. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dicken — 2 1 winners, SR rides, 35.0V +SH Ji 6 ; A Maguire 

— di winners. !■: ndcs. 21.3%. -fiiMJtt; D O'Sullivan — 13 winners 85 rides. HUM* 
-SC7AI. R Dunwoody — 1C winners ft 1 ndes. 29 3V +5(1.77. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Fierce (3.00 ) won at Southwell on ThutMbj’. 
LONG-DISTANCE SINNERS: Balmont (IMf. Preen ka Girl i2 00 1 . Host Equal <2.30.1. 
Charlie Parrot is'. ;*»» £ Strung Tel 1 3.30.1 have been sent 109 mtkw by M Pipe (mm 
Vn'toiterotiw, tkim. 

! 1 o on I EBFW NOVICE HURDLE (QUMJFIER) (CLASS E) £2300 
L±==2lJ added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2320 

X L3= BLATANT OUTBURST (147) (Mas Botty QubeC G Davy 5 11 0 A Mflgurt 

; 0-0 BIXK1AM) LAD (5Z) IMaRM Hepbuni 0 Gnssel 4 U0 DBrtc&nter 

5 ?X’ COtMTKY BOY (J4J (Tanegsm Ramg I) J &ti&r 4 11 0 LHarwy 

- OW CRAZY WEAIHBR 129) ifl Bra* I Mi^P 9y 5 110 R Matey 

= 0 5 KEY PLAYER (39) (Wftdtfaml R Hue G 110 DOIda 

i C-c HmHMMU)(B)UaraesRaCyUBauy 6 U 0 CUaweljs 

C- HY5TC ISff £19) 03F) /Mrs P Fusej N Goseiee 5 11 0 Rftnwady 

P J MWgS WWPflBU&jfct 6rtba3 11 0-. PHds 

5 S-C32f OUJHBLtiOGD [7) 'IWc SAJbr.l S Meflor 5 11 0 : : A Mm 

10 :3.3m) PETE THE PARSON (24} £BF) (IV £ SnrS J 0B 6 11 D IQstorao 

11 C0MDY HOUR (24} 'BCftatnP Wjqmyi 10 9 —_ 2 _ Ettapfty 

12 OOCPD F1£M?«1S DQJGHr(223)9taGtens Jessop)* Jessop5109 .GT«anwy(3) 

-12 fettered - 

BEITOIG: 7-4 Mom Store* « Pete The Parson. M Myrtle Itin. ti -1 Btatioot Ootboret MRtenaM. 
12-1 Key Hajer. CMhfli Wood, 18-1 ntbere 
199* S-TS^* * 11 0 R Bjnmedy U-£ IB Anenuisn 16 ran 
FORM GUDE 

NONE STIRRED wto take all me Deatme * he handles mis very leswifi gfound. Josh 
SVl rreTs made ns deoui at Sandown me month anc shaped with pie»«> at 

arorruie m fnvsnrg 16 i en^s mad in Call Equhame, keeping cm m (he strain under a 
grrn:: c ode. The SanttaUiTj nmter and nmner-up. Oaek Oi. hawu txrth won smee to gM 
ir-e ’.'on a X&fl and None SOnett slope s as itxxjtf t stamina *s a svong sutt. Mystic bis 
wna siajS weu judged on hs bumpw runs at Kempton (second to Andamo) 
or^ tor.tes’er art) he should p> well on the hurting debut w«h Fbcrtart Dunwoody rang. 
Pete The Putsch, Cat at 21 to Dancing Sam at Worcester m March, could fttwn only n 
rrx ltK Derrrd Cod Runner on fas return at the same course out mB iws benefited 
•ram :he nn. Btataat Onttnrst's Soodwret bumper wn m June was on frm pound and 
re .vii find comS’jons ver, ddterent today. «Mle OMMI Wood dsappoKrtad at me same 
»j« as: m ivanrig TaTs race. 

Selection: fiONc STIRRED 

ITTiTfl PLUM PU»WG JUVENLE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3W» 
[XAfUj added 3 YQ 2m HOyris Penalty Value £2356 

I KllCORIIN BAY £27) M Items) I Badng 11 4 JWABaWngm 

W MSTSWOOff*! iMrsaBLoiglJJsnKsB J0J3 I Orion* 

3 AR 0 LB 8 H PtONCE <C J PemeFj 6 L Moore ID 12 MR Wart* 

: EONWn»K(USAl‘TbeHonl*sCYe3as)OGnssell012 

5 BOWLES nORDL Alts Itene Upwr-t J Uoson 10 12 C Maude 

C CHBJR 0 RIH WOtF 'R A GdesW Sdeanng 10 12 £ Hogan (3) 

DflNA MAIL ,1^ hSerfir. S jnflaatt-) K Baiov ID 12. — Rlhrawod* 

-. 2 DARTER £ 2 tfl (A D Ssence- R AiehuRi 10 12 SRj*i(TJ 

2 - GCUJWW (USA) £14) ’Harses For Courses ftawg CWl 8 cc Jones 10 12 VSeYlb 

•3 MASON -S P Tnca^i S Mefty 10 12 Nltana 

II g NESSUN 00R0 (5) rPaui e Wb £ FWneni S Mell* 10 12 H PaneB 

12 SHEPHERDS REST flh? 000 Dweni S MeKr ID 12 CUeuafl yn 

IS THE QUADS J Owcyi J FTcfi-Hee 10 12 - B fagteeffi) 

- IKIED fRONT (40) 7 Berestatf) R iTSutoan ID 12 DffSUfcan 

■ =. AL COftfBCHE 123) '0 test K Cunrm^iam-Brtxn 10 A P McCoy 

■f 36- BROaOVn IXHt (38) !S*o D A u TrobS) R BxWe* 10 7 —— 

FLAIF0RD PHWCEBS 1 C ) G L Moore 10 7 M«Mer£?l 

; - SUSS THE BEAT 'S ^ 1 VeMn S Me*W 10 ' APwut» (3) 

S hSvejhi -«n tf ac P3C^.| S Mdto. 10 7 

Sana. .v= CM S.tjt .1 D Ncnasan 10 7 * mgma 

- 20 declared- . . _ 

8 ETTOK: 7-J Daw. 4-1 Kacorw Say. S-l Last Spto. 8-1 Seh«4 12-1 Chka Mad. 14-1^ Urdtad RoM, 

161 ethers 

*394: gsar cs 

FORM CURIE 

DARTER. Sb-I* rt tour rune tar luca Cuman. on me ^ 

rt carter ivr.h Reg AXehurst when runner -UO ro ABC me Dancer at 

to-xvV. cesren s.\ torgers. H«s huich« can cenamv f» 

• 'n* cwgrte suggests mat the icsung potoid will not pose a problem, lost 


Spin has processed mdey over hurtles, wwirtng at FaLenham last time iGoidwyn toumi. 
but a bigger threat shenid be tOtconui Bay. a Wlnosot wmer last rrvonm. He was not 
disgraced m finding third to smart Our Krts m a b«g field m Newday last time arc dal «m 
on the good to sod at Sandown on me Fkn. Swivel a decent staying maiden for James 
Fansnawe. has to first run over rwdles tor David Nicholson and can pose a big threat rf 
handling the {pound, while Richard Dunwoody n on Km Bailey's China Idait. atihougn me 
Sup Anchor gatorng showed only Hmned atatty or, the Flat. At Comtehe ai leas: showed 
tha ne handies testtog ground when runner-up to Much Too Ugh at Fontweli and has 
each-way prospects. United Front fourth to Com r*ip on his hurt! mg debut at Windsor, 
stolid have oenefHed from the rin. 

*T election: DARTER 

|1 ?nl LOWNDES LAMBERT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £10000 
L_^2_] added 3m Penalty Value £6302 

1 113P-1 BEIlTSB0Y|43)(TBenAetoanalirWDtMivKBadey6117 RDunwiBi» 

2 00CH-2P SUIBVDRrUD(2ljmiATAMbie5lTCasey6114 I Osborne 

a ALR0N £23 ) (AS DwiImcM C W eedon 6 U 0 PeterHottx 

4 006AJ BADBURyPRMCE(6)(f Cwtoyi Us) Renlrae-Barans 9 11 0 R Greene 

5 201411/ BALASAM ffH] (644) (M D Smith] M toe 9 110 DBM0tater 

6 002 LETS RUBLE (21J IH V Perry) R A»n 6 U 0 APMcCoy 

7 008121- ST MaiiON RWWAY (244) O Uetton EsMK LBJ) D Nchofeon 6 11 0 AM«ae 

8 2Jfi34a' IRE WESTS A5LB* IMg fftoff r J Sperry ) J Ffgh-hews 10 11 0 _B Fortin 

BEITVffi: 5-4 Betty’s Boy. 3-1 St Motion Ftinny. 7-2 Baton*. S-l lots Rnrntde, Sflverfort Led, 
251 The West’s Adeep, 33-1 athea 
199* no cwresponrfcg rare 

FORM 6UDE 

BETTfS BOY snowed when a dose third in Chefteflham’s Gold Card Hard cap Hurdle last 
season mat he RancBes resting Bound and he e uiken to defy a pervany. Km Bailey’s 
l^tiy-raced sst-year-oid jumped many wed on he chasing debut when gamely beaang 
Cherrynut in a valuatoie event at Worcester last month and has a bnfjrt tunre over ranees. 
Betty’s Boy wri ceroMy get a end rest today and. fl Batasani takes io the larger 
obstacles. Martn Pipe's runner w>a oe drtlkait ic beat. Ths « ns first run over jumps 
save being awarded the 1994 Stayers’ Hurdle at Cheltenham on me osauakrfcaDan of 
Avro Arson, hwraver. and it re mare, to be seen how one so openenceo oier hndtes 
tares making the transition to chasing. St MeJBon Fairway, winner of me feroan Wa 
Hunto at Chepsttm Iasi season, wit be In his element on this ground over a staying mo 
and can prove a tag danger on his chaang debut Lets Rumble, who ran See More 
Business to fta lengths m a pant-io-tomt last season, did raaih- weft on ms deoui over 
regutmon fences when second to ubu Vaf in a t*ef- contested race at Wndsor - mi re- 
placed Church Law has won a nee - and will win races u*en dropped m class. 

Selection: BETTVS BOY 

0 nni hblb mares Christmas handicap hurdle (class c> 

£4.750 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £3,464 

1 2PP203- S84DAI (2S6) R*s M N Tjfneij J Gficrt 9 12 0- JlUe 

2 I111M HAHNBTSARCU) IMePew Bbo^iI J Spearg8 11 11 DGrfatfwr 

3 -V50P22 WOCKAVBtRY (222) iMh W Martfi MWMnson 7 1C' 13,. R Dunwoody 

4 2P-315D JADBXf CMHD) tDon Hsam] C Wftman 7 10 10 ^___DSalt«rffl 

5 130220 tMMOI»G8tL{23) IDrjMLeievG Bdktag 4107 A P McCoy 

6 013-442 DMCE A MSHT (15) IM r< tfw Mnci D ffcnotson 6 10 7 AMa0*e 

7 OI551M BM DBiCMT (24) (Mre P SA' Mo P SAr8 10 4 JtMwtoy 

a 30ED2 SOME MAY £2DDD*W»S)fiL M0CW 4101 lorixjnw 

fi 000204 MSS D6KM (19j IMara> FonesMl R Buffer 6 10 0 RPOweA 

10 111121 HTOIMGMLff*Q<S)9feronPpe%a«CU>lMPif*6100<6BU OBmpottr 

- lOdedoed- 

Mttriun MtfE 1CB. True rarsX^i nefgfc. Wss DbMn 3BJ ao. ftterua Of 
GETnNfe 3-1 Preenta Got, 7-2 IMce A M^t, 5-1 bna Defied, Sendai, 8-1 Meriner’t A w, Sophie 
Hey, 10-1 Knodareny, 12-1 others 
1994: SaflraWar* B 10 5 R Dunwoody F- 1 It Nasbf 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SOME MAY appeals with just lOsi lib to carry. Gary Moore's fiUy goes really wen on 
resting ffwoid - she rwm a juvenile hurtSe under *mnar an cMmhs at FcAashyto Iasi 
season when wth Mark Ctown - and she 'towed her vreil-being when renner-uo w Zaira 
ar Windsor racemty. Sophie May was done tor toot then over rex- irefes nn the good id 
soft then and she promises to be w»Nl suted by ins greater rest of stamina Twice A 
Night JS a dear danger having run Plunoer Bay to a toad 31 Lei easier tasj time. She ls 
only 2ib higher and appeared to handle me sofhsb sound wed Preenka Girl is 61b out Of 
lhe handicap even wth a penalty tor her Folkestone wm from Envopakleacto last week 
&» nandied the return to hurtles wefl but has more on her plate now. Wftufe her first win 
« Uus country came on the heavy, sne was seen io good effect over fences on fast 
Sound earter in the season. Mariner's Air. who ran up a four-ome' last season, wti find 
this gotf-g more to her kkmg than me good pound sne entnumered on her return si 
Cheftanham in Cheryl's Lao’s race, but she has plenty ol we^rt now and mere was tode 
encouragemem m that reappearance inn. iorfidh has twice a&appumed smee winning oi 
Newton ADtot last momh. bur she stays well and a as on me ground, so canno; be 
dwmissea Sendai ts l*eiy to straggle on tor reappearance- Lnder 12sL 
Seieetiorc SOPHIE MAY 


1 121/137 

2 014P-45 

3 222121 

4 IS 

5 1222-33 

6 SE13-R 

7 io- 

8 1063/5P- 

9 GUOO-50 

10 1-00062 

n oo aw 


BRANDY BUTTER CONDmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HIK- 
DLE (CLASS E) £%800 2m UOytte Penalty Value £2,262 

ELVOUDOR(77S) (DJlAAJPwwi R CrSuftven 8 12 0 A Proctor 

N0RIHERN VUAfiE (301 (Q (Ms HesSW Cha**ol S f»r 8 11 13 JfOans(7] 

MOST EQUAL |21J (D) Dfrau Krpabni) M Pipe 5 11 12 0 Braes W 

JUMSOAflHNVKDBl (82} (A Moortl A More 5 U 12 M Batriuto (7! 

NOROANSK (33KDHBF) K) rn&V M Madgock 6 11 10 BFadn 

QBURG (33) iwn *4mn Gen«e) R Koad 5 U 8 SCanao 

AJDAR (419(0) Ms Sie Caoj Mss G KeMvoy 4 11 1 IfhywMiW 

NEUESRtTY (397) CD) (T Cnwaon) Mrs P Sly 6 10 11 PMctou^fc 

TKUHtTTS GFT (9) (BF) Ik h^oni G L Moore 5 ID ID U AUwaler (4) 

POBtflU) (7) Oh (BF) (Tom Segnci M Ahern 5 10 0 Jfemdadi KaDy (4] 


THE BQZD (16) (J F PBnwru J Parwert 4 10 0. 

-lldedared- 


Gi 


LSnrium aer^ic lObC. Trut mr&ZC Ne-ierofti t*3 10*. Pie Sks» 8S IV 

BETlMGc 9-4 Mori Eqcral. 3-1 Nordnsli. 6-1 Norihara VBago, 8-1 Afdw, B Vriador, 10-1 iula^ 
dartdovadef, 12-1 othm 

1994; Umasi* 6 11 10 Cons Weob S-: iR head' 5 rati 

FORM GUIDE 

MOST EQUAL & tfipro-ven on ground as lestmg as ihis. but Maran Pipe’s conasieni five- 
year-old handled me good in soft (jong ai Le>ceaei well enou^i Iasi tone, scoring by fair 
lengths from Salsong. and is wonn a chance. Most Eoual mould have won by further nad 
to no; blundered ai me lasL so re kooks well nanocapoed on fust a 4ib tn|her mar)', 
paruc i4 any with die form weriong our .veil - the runner -up, thro and fifth have all won 
smee. Nrverokf was heanh f-acked (7-2 trom 14- li before finishing runner-up io 
Hawthorne Glen cn the soft at Tomcester Iasi week. He is aib out of me hanAcao. but to 
has only a figit wei^n and won a maiden nurtAe on heavy ground at umenck last season. 
Nontonsk win handle lhe ground but has more lhan his share of mrei&n. Tick arty’s Gift 
ana Neltegrfty are proven on testing pound bn; nave no recem form ro recommend 
mem. while condihcns aie against Ajdar. B Votador. ERiurg and Northern VfBage. 
Se lection: MOST EQUAL 

PORT & STUDN NOVICE HAfClCAP CHASE (CLASS F) £5j000 
I *^1 added 2m Penalty Value £3,496 

1 121453- MAXKTS LAW (229) (B G torai© J V\to® 6 120 PMdou&fe 

2 FOF-131 mCE(7}0>)'?WPiper)JJenlare> 120tGcti Jthtoae 

3 2T2%4- STAGE PLAYER (290) iMes C. J E Cart*) MesCCare9 11 13 D Leahy 

4 F5-36T4 ABEAM (IS) (M B Crten-Pamer) G Enroll n u f, iRKun# 

5 400-12LI RIVER L£VBi (6) IR E Bantacnhi D Gmcito 6 11 3 H Dunwoody 

6 5U6T3-3 POUCSMfS PRDE (Rt) (39f if? R Oove< U t-bcgt/c* 6 10 13 Bfiwtooff) 

7 647^46- JHIIY 1ME JACKDAW (386) <P Bvwn PBuUcr 6 104 GHogao(3) 

B RP-355 PRECIOUS VVOffflBt (9) (0 J Etofef P Btrier 6 10 0 BPmel 

-8 declared - 

Mnimirt nejgnr lOz True hamScap mipir Ptto ous iMmder 9s 7S>. 

BETTING; 2-1 Race. 3-1 RNer Levon. 9-2 Moor's Low. 5-1 Aedeon. 6-1 Stage Player, 10-1 itmry 
The Jackdaw, 16-1 ethere 
1994: no csrre^nrding race 

FORM GUIDE 

David Gandoito has snapped up Richard Dunwor-dv lor RIVER LEVEN after the ge king's 
mishap under ito satoe's condroonal. Dens Leahy, ai Hereford last week. River Leven 
was m with every cnance of beating Dawn Chance, onhr to mseai his partner ai me 
second last, and compenHUon awarts m this snutrar type of race. Thai was River men's 
fust taste of fences after two creditable rnooie efforts and the magic of Dunwoody should 
get (vm home m a twee that rooks up tor grabs. Major's Law jumps lerees fix roe t uv 
Time and he landed some good bets in a selling hurdle at Southvrel on ms firs: ran last 
season, so tack of recent action may not handicap tom. Hcweter. the 12si sets mm a 
task, especially with River Ltnren recvmng lUb. Recce also looks beatable under the 
same twnfcn. Only a plater nowadays over hurtles. Fierce made a winr.ng chasm?, debut 
at Southwell a week ago. but n was a weak race and iha vnfl be louffrer tor mm witn [he 
6to penalty. Aetieran snotod [4ay a prommeni C-ar after contesting some hoi races over 
longer rnps. He ran fnan ito from at lefcester last urn* when finally beaten U lengths 
into fourth b> Challenger Du Luc and ttos grade affords tom a much belter opening. 
Policemans Pride does nor look gx-d enou&t despite a tar snowvig against Candle hmg 
and Ito mucky No Pam No Gam ar Fcnrwell. while Paddy Butler's pan Jimmy The 
Jackdaw (first ran ol season and nifjuy med last term) and Predouc Wonder may- also 
find tots a shade too hoc 
S ele c tion: RftfER LEVEN 

■3 on I H 011 ^ * IVY MAIDEN OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1300 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1^71 

1 0 WIY 7710 (Mr, Crane Zetla-tWRi LWefis -111 Jfirtw Hot*. 

2 4 CHARLIE PARROT (47) Alsor C Fanarai II Ftoe 5 11 4 DBrk^iater 

3 0 G0UE5TRUMSM (IS) iWf Cartel J l^ara :il« — 1 McLaughlin 

4 fSfRERS (J L ftrh P SV 4 U 4 -RfiMey 

5 R3MGFODLBi (M4e RobensrM Rooms : li 4 AHogmOl 

6 6 RJWGfiU»eil43J(PMav«''iretoDNcrioKon4il4 DortnM 

7 00- FRAZER NASH (SO) [Mrs R togounj A JBies 4 H 4 S Cunto (3) 

E M A MWO tiarnes Fenth! ff Tr.glcn-teures 4 ll 1 C Llewelyn 

9 MASTER HOPEFUL (NZ) 'Mriuei PadfeWi Mis ( Rerftto- Barons <> U 4 R Create 

10 2 MISTER WM0SE(55) Miutt NTwskxrQaties5 11 4 DWafah (5) 

11 0 MY SON TDM (62) iPres^f Racrs Managwnsni Udi J lung 6 11 4 Bftntao|5) 

12 6 WAR FROM FW7Y (7) (Mrs F A HavtacU G Efalffir^ 4 ll 4 — A P McCoy 

13 STRONG TEL (hoy Nedi M Ffipe 5 11 4 ILowto 

14 0 SUITERLAM) MOSS CO] 'f*s Qare Srnqi) D rocnotsar. £ 11 4 AMaptee 

15 60 DEARDS SMASHER (1AI (FAS G C Usll N Srran 6 10 13 -JtiMRodda 

16 0- ELL GEE (299) iMrs Pru Twmitevt Mrs P T<x«*y 5 10 13 Aim Lacy Torewtoy 

17 MtliES PBNCESS lUorero Fufctf Mss B SavrtT 4 io is — S Ryan m 

16 RtSWCS LASS (R I OSutoanl R CSutoan 5 10 13 DOSiAon 

19 THE S»MBCG»a.lPJior*sl P.kines 5 1013- — Dloriiy 

- 19 declared - 

BETTMG: 7-2 Mhttr Morose. 9-2 CherBe Parrot. Mankind. 5-1 Sotheriand Mots. B-lStnmgTeli 12- 
1 Master Hopeful, 20-1 others 
1394: no correspcnoing race 

FO RM GUIDE 

The runner to take the eye is MASTER HOPEFUUL 8 sor. ol Lantran» out nf tto New 
Zealand-bred mare EyrHun? and trom a liable aMrays to be respected m these races. 
Martin Pipe runs rwo and mere is a chance hts Strong Gale towcomer strong Tel 
'Jonathan Lnven wrfl do E«ter than CharOe Parrot iCMwd Bndgwaien, who looks 
beatable on his debut fourth to Kni^lsbndge Scot at Wincantcm. Nigel T-AKton- Davies is 
also doubly represented. Mister Morose can be given a fine chance after tos debut neck 
second to Rrvertde Boy at Bangor, trrough the stable’? newcomer. Mankind (Carl 
UeweOyn). a son ol Rakaposhi King, could eaaly to one die suronse oacktrB m me field. 
David Ntcnolson s Stitfrerland Moss has been rested for seven weeks after a debut run 
behind ha stable male Castle Sweep at Newton About. Arthouffi onw seventh, some 
promise was snown end the son of Aruross car improve tor me e-penetwe Miiies 
Princess and Risings lass nave oacey pedigrees, but me er-tnsn pons performer Phar 
From Funny r«eds to improve on tos si oh io Boss's Bark ai fowcesier. 

Selection: MASTER HOPERiLL 


UTTOXETER 

HYPERION 

12.40 High Learie 1^ Elusive St»140CtantM 

Sun 2M> GOING AROUND (nap) 2.40 Thornton 
Gate ? in Ba ma Boy 3A0 Bietsctihom Bari 

iriHNG: fen I « #*•!■ 

■ ti-W | '7 |, (t>“- _ . .. 

. <r . .. BT41 1 7 . IHOJCW fSaucm (MV4.toK 

■ ,1k VDMXSSION: CtibSI' (i»lfis4l-’l.T«M«wlh 

7:^-^ T . t --r— : I CAR PARR: Fine. 

1 Mg 1 ! RAOT3 I 

, Silo ; .C MA86KSL; 

UTVCTRS » Tiff LAST SEtW DATS: Tm«rq at 

. wy prF NB' NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIES) 

12.40 : eTWOO 2m 4f UOyds 

n 

l r.r RANGER BW 5 i - U 

: ?KiS^n!' a# 3i!a 

?o 

TIE GO AHEM I -TV* 7 11 0 


12 2 TWMLBQSS(2Q)lte5HKng«4120 IFTWey 

13 0 VEEAAR (17) A Bara* 4 11 0 — 5Bunoo0r 

14 4 WHO AM I (14) R Aha 5 110 RJoto*w(3) 

13 DP 1AD7 ISCH [24) 1 FccJEi 5 10 9 TJndD 

-lSdsdarod- 

BETTTNS: 4-1 »0rlaarto, 5-1 Aft There Ybu Are, B-l Morato Prth. Three 
PHDSBRtMH, 7-1 TtoB Boss, 8-1 Harry Boy, 10-1 Who An L 12-1 others 

in | BURTON ALBION FC MARES NOVICE 
~=lJ SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,400 2m 

1 O-lilO* SAXON MASK (42) J Bases 5 11 6 — Sopftta IBdefl {53 

2 POOP-IB DtMAMXJ CO) (EQ C James 5 11 6 JLtonace 

3 0FB6-5O AIBSI (22) R Ecns 5 11 0 »PSe«l(7) 

4 0 CBJIC CE1BH (15) l*s M FWefey 4 110 a Hodpt 

5 62400-0 CHOWPOR (24) A CamJ 4 11 0 OBreOqr 

6 25-3532 ELUSIVE SM (41) J Wtrie 5 11 0 JIAHtqgBnM 

7 HU. FARM KATE WBreboune 4110 RMre*rer|5) 

8 BTS SO EASY A Janes 4 no -SMeNeti 

g LEGATEE A SUBeter 4 110 TBoy 

10 0 D IBO DANCER (26Q HOher 6 110 tirxMOto 

11 RUBY PUIS GttMqnC 110 PMMghyP) 

12 CO-AF6 5AHEH.(6)7G«rff 5110 .TJtofcs 

13 00- SCOnt9tWSXMG(38S)WQ»SU0— .RrerUMtp) 

14 0(10 SHADOWOF5TBLflS)RSWlff5nO RMrange 

15 OO- SETEHaiY(437)TWbl5110 a* y Lyons 

- 15 dadored- 

SEJIMk 3-1 arskw Star, 3-ZSeunMo|)c, 6-27bsaodK M Critic Getiti. 
8-1 Cftawper. Logatoe. 12-1 oOiar* 

r3->|7%l JATMANS ESIWE AGENCY NOVICE HAND- 
(CAP CHASE (CLASS F) £3^00 3m 2f 

1 y cf-'sl L£X» CYUaC (96) S ftWKdaw 7 12 0 IttolM 

2 U- 14137 7)CBUDCUBtl4)(CO)KBMr>71110 — WMsFoM 

A 5-3451- ALBSIT BWKE (208) (0) T toreer B 11 2 KAnti 


4 06OW Rta*CHMnE(2UCMarr. 7 101 W Macron 

5 .W-fPO YES WE ARE (8) A Baron 9 10 0 £ Borough 

6 4F335-P IWOOLATCS PtMQ (7) P PmcJ^ni 7 10 0 — — ROaris 

7 0P5543 tOSTER HOOBERG (15) tks V Waro 9 100 I Bey 

8 131F-62 DAWES SIM (27) T Fw 6 10 0 A Thornton 

-8 declared - 

UMntim ne^ic 109. True hanricap rei^icc ves Vve Are. Mcutends Pww 
Iferer rfoefiberg to ITS. Danes 5w» S3 10ft. 

BETTH8! 64 The BudCfc*. M ImdQyBene. 4-1 Alwrt Btafco. 6-10MtM 
Shi. 14-1 Mhter Hocftberg. 25-1 French Myte. 33-1 others 

Io -tnl LEFLEY’S STAFFORDSHIRE HOG NOVICE 
fcAU l CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 

1 /431F3 JACKSON FUNT 05) 1 Thomson Jones 7 11 FM A Fttzgerakf 

2 00-15 REX 70 THE RESCUE I38J R After T 11 6 SMeNeti 

3 PP- ATDAGAWt263)VVMmerae-C-jles6110— W MeFMand 

4 341&3F BARTON SANK ® S &0C<cjrw> 6 U 0 IMtOH 

5 12L2P-F GOBK JMXftO d) K Bafey 7 U 0 W Mcf robrod 

6 0-2 OVStTHE COMS 1401 J Cots 5 11 0 ASSmUi 

7 05353U SEYMOUR SPY « Mb A He-a 6 110 GBradtey 

8 THE BRUSH MAN Mss J Bento 6 lift STejfar (7) 

9 2/2231-3 POPPEA (361 T Feme 610 9 W Marian 

BETTHG: 7-4 Rm To The Rescan, 5-2 Jaeksnr FBnt. 9-2 ftppea, 6-1 Bar- 
ton Santa, 8-1 Going Aroaad, Over Tbe Corrib. 33-1 ethers 

1 9 'An' I OOLBLE TWO SH8TTS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £4,750 added 2m 

1 P-22232 TEEN JAY (38) (D) R SoungS 5 12 0 R Strong 

2 301211 THORNTON SATE (12) (D) M H Eas®t>y 6 11 11 lWyar 

3 01-6213 EIHAA (16) (CO) ^) N rwvcereon 4 U S_JI A R&esrald 

4 315422 TEJAM SOLD (3S1 ON P Brader 5 11 4 A Thornton 

5 4541-03 5UHE2|14|<D] Mb H Atecaoey 5 11 0 — R Johnson P] 

8 534-41 TBCM (21) (0) T Foraar 4 10 13 WHroStao 

7 212130 SYLVAN SABRE (47) (CD) K MocfBn G 10 12 AS Safer 

8 3F4-4Q5 SAINT CB. (191 (CD) F jomn 7 ID & . — 1 Ladder 


<• 30012-1 GOLDMGO (183) (Df S Pree 6 10 1 Coy Lewis (3) 

10 330000- CHIAROSCURO ps3) C fttce 9 10 0 RBeftamy 

-lOdeetared - 

Mfraimim wagric 20s. Traa tosna/cae wet (N. Creroscuro ?S 9* 

BETTtNG: 2-1 Thornton Gate. 4-1 Blao. 5-1 TeMin. 6-1 Tees Jay. Tefano 
6okL 8-1 Sahrt CteL Sonroz, 25-1 others 

I o -fOl ST MODWEN CHASE {UMTTED HANDICAP) 

1 'r uM r* ,l (CLASS C) £6^00 added 2m 

1 L136&: BARM BOY (34) N Herdeaor 7 11 7 M A ntzearakf 

2 Oil!' 3 T HONEST WORD (13) fC] (D) 5 ftwks.’w 10 11 1 . J RaBtan 

3 01155-3 ONE HB THE POT (2D (OR Ure * t<3vffx*' 10 10 12 ,T Jacks 

4 12»A- SlBE MEIAl («^jQ/D)DMc&n 12 109 ....OMcCoh 

5 42-4114 RODEO STAR (13) (D) N TnHer 9 10 7 .GBradtey 

-5 declared - 

BETTMO: 6-4 Rodeo Ster, 7-4 Barao Boy, 1M Honest Word. 8-1 Owe For 
The Pot, 25-1 Sir Metal 

O an I ALAN POVEY SIGNS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £3000 added 2m 

1 44JSOOJ CntZBi BAND (139) E Akron 7 11 10 LWyer 

2 06362 ROBBtO (16) (BF) MnJ Pitman 4 U9 .WMattm 

3 0601 TANSSQ |6) (D) I! Meafha - 11 D itieri D Byrne 

4 426P4 BEtSCHHORN BARD (21) D Gaiduto 5 11 « R Farrant 

5 PP-a BUCKLEY BOYS (15) A falev 4 11 0 Them 

6 PiO CNUXBT5 CHOICE (24) F McSnae 4 10 9 PHoaej 

r PS2P06 MASTHf MURPHY (151 C &oaj 6 10 & JiMcNeil 

8 OP/FF PRttJEWOOO FftCKEF (236) RPrceo 100 — R Jotnoe (3) ' 

9 630CP CAPTAW STOCXFORD (331 P Wt^nann 6 1C' 0 . Gtey Lym 

10 BQ66 IREK (ROOM |13J A Strerier 8 1C 1 0. — -I Boy 

- 10 da do ed - 

Mtomim nej^rc 1UH True ftancicap fiferer Murpny 9s JJIo. Pndr- 

nod Be *r Sat lib. Catsan Stcc-mv 9s 8b. von urocm 9s 4/0. 

BETTING: 5-2 Btetschnern Bard, 11-4 Rritero. 3-1 Toseeq, 7-2 Buddey 
Boys, 12-1 Master Morphy. 14-1 Cfftzen Bond. 25-1 rtfters 


Bath leav< 
Nicol in ft 
of Sand 


Doumen: serious player 

first big events of Lhe new year, 
lhe Victor Chandler Chase at 
Ascot, offering yei more evi- 
dence thal Viking Flagship's 
reign as the best two-miler in 
training may be nearing iLs end. 
Sound Man. who bea! Vjking 
Flaghip comprehensively in lhe 
Tingle Creek Chase al San- 
down. is now rated just 31b be- 
low David Nicholson's runner. 
Success al .Ascot on 13 January 
would surely take him to lhe top 
of lhe pile. 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

Andy Nicol, Bath's Scotland 
serum-half, was last nighl 
dropped from lhe side to open 
lhe defence of lhe Pilkington 
Cup in Saturday’s fourth-round 
lie againsl Northampton at lhe 
Recreation Ground. 

The Balh choice was com- 
municated from Portugal on lhe 
final full day of a training camp 
intended to’ relaunch lhe learn 
after a seven-week break from 
league rugby. Balh lead lhe First 
Division tvi’lh 10 wins from in. 
Northampton the Second with 
lhe same record. 

NkoI's exclusion, in favour of 
the Comishraan Ian Sanders, 
compounds a disconcertingly 
poor star! io (he Scot's career 
in England. He juined Balh as 
long ago as lhe beginning of Iasi 
season but spent all of i( re- 
covering from a knee injury and 
throughout lhe firsi half of this 
season he has struggled lo with- 
stand Sanders. 

There is no place either for 
Audley Lumsden and Adedayo 
Adebayo. who have filled the 
wing positions for most of lhe 
season bui are displaced by Si- 
mon Geoghegan of Ireland and 
Jon Sleighlholme of England A. 
Even without Nicol. however. 
Bath field 12 internationals. 

Bristol, away to Reading, are 
relieved lo have been able lo se- 
lect the England hooker, Mark 
Regan, who was exonerated by 
the" Gloucestershire discipli- 


nary committee when he ap- 
peared for receiving two yellow 
cards, i he most recent for trip- 
ping in a nun-league match ai 
Moseley on 2 December. 

The breakneck progress of 
Alex King, lhe student stand-off 
who has emerged from lhe 
comparative obscurity of Bris- 
tol University to play for lhe 
South-West and England A, 
will continue with his debut for 
the Barbarians in their restive 
match against Leicester next 
Wednesday. King is joined by an 
exotic ci induction made up of a 
South African, a Canadian, a 
Samoan and twi i Frenchmen as 
well as five Welshmen, three 
Scols and his England A half- 
back partner. Andy Gomarsali. 

Harlequins yesterday an- 
nounced (he establishment of 
their own sport? scholarships at 
the University of Surrey in Guild- 
fond to enable students - prob- 
ably about free initially - to 
remain in higher education an ex- 
tra year and so allow time to pre- 
pare for and compete in rugby. 
Each scholarship is worth £$.UUI I 
and. a< the club and university 
stress, is dependent on the re- 
cipient being nble to satisfy' aca- 
demic as wc£ is sporting criteria 

BARBARIANS (v Leicester. Wednesday, 27 
December): j Thomas HJaneJin: D Lougheed 
floromo VVPism. ■_ Davies (TJeaira. G Shiel 
•Metro set. W Proctor lUarretti): A King (Bris- 
tol Urwrom >, A Gomarsal iWaspsi: M Mika 
•Dean Utodunnyi. j Hay iHavrcto. D Lapeme. 
P Bereft iDati G Prosser iPontypntMi. A 
Gibfs tlijwbndfr). H Straeuli tTransvrtaD. I 
Mnrnson u.orut<n Scon ism. 

S The .All Black Jonah Lomu 
has been voted player of the year 
frv the Rucbv Writers' Club. 


Henman set 
to end year 
on a high 


Tennis 


Oxford's Tim Henman will end 
1995 with a double bonus: 
highest world ranking and the 
knowledge that next month ii«. 
will be named as Britain's No i. 

Henman saw his wor’ J rank- 
ing rise this week fr : 
in the finaJ list to be isru*-*: re- 
fore the New Year .ven 
though he did not hit single 
ball in eorapetilion. World rank- 
ings are based on a play: i - best 
14 tournaments in a l’?.-in.»nth 
period, and three men ranked 
above him lost poinLs last week. 

When lfWS htca t Henman. 
21. was suffering from a broken 
ankle and was Hulked at 1 1>7. He 
will also become the British 
No 1 when the 1905 home 
rankings are announced next 
month, even though the Cana- 
dian-born Greg Rusedski is far 
higher in the world rankings at 
No 37. Domestic rankings are 
only given to players who have 
been eligible to play for Britain 
during the past 12 months. 


Equestrianism 


The county show jumping circuit 
will be given a timely boost next 
.ear. with the intfoduclion of a 
Grand Pris series sponsored by 
Daewoo, the South Korean car 
firm, writes Genevieve Murphy. 

It will sum in May when the 
Roval Windsor Horse Show 
hosts the first of 12 qualifying 
contests, with the Grand Pax 
Championship final taking place 
at the Royal Show in July 1997. 

The package, which repre- 
sents Daewoo's first sponsorship 
deal, will cost the firm around 
£160.n0ft - which includes 
prize money of £4.500 for each 
qualifier and £15,1 HW for the fi- 
nal. The sum will also pay for 
trade stand space at each venue. 

The series was given a warm 
welcome by David Broome. 
■‘In Lhe past we always did our 
learning at the county shows.” 
he said. “This will really lift our 
sport nexi year, helping us to 
produce horses for success at in- 
ternational level." 


A pager in a 
Swatch - with no 


and no monthly 
charges. 

Swatch The Beep is a Swatch watch with a built- 
in pager. It lets you keep in touch around the 
clock with no connection fee and no monthly 
charges*. In fact, once you've bought The Beep 
there’s nothing more to pay for the rest of time'. 

Messages are sent to Swatch The Beep via 
BTs Easprtach Service by simply dialling a 
numeric code on any TouchTonc' 1 -' phone. 

Swatch The Beep is available at: BT Shops, 
The Carphone Warehouse, Peoples Phone, 

The Link, Swatch Store (Oxford Street, London). 
House of Fraser and selected l|jg|||ig 
branches of Dixons and Currys. 

Or to order direct: 

Fr ee/ifew 0800 313000 / 

Now only £99.99 / 

(rrp. £119.99) \ 
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TV’s power behind the 



The demands of television have 
left their mark across the 
sporting spectrum. They now 
threaten to take over completely 


Football is ihe jonel in televised 
sport and as such ii has tended 
to be treasured rather than 
tampered with. Fixtures may 
bear no relation to the Saiurday- 
Tucsdav- Wednesday format ot 

former veti/s but. beyond that, 
the rules have remained large- 
ly out of reach of TV executives. 

Indeed, if the small box has 
had an effect on the regulators, 
it has been in an abstract rather 
than a concrete sense. Ideas 
have been floated such as larg- 
er goals and games of tour 
quarters rather than two halves, 
hut the energy behind these pro- 
pOsuls has come from within 
football rather than from out- 
side. 

Fifa. world football's gov- 
erning body. ith an eye to the 
massive market in the United 
Slates, has seriously wondered 
about the entertainment value 
of its product, and such inno- 
vations as the new back-pass 
and offside laws have been 
made with half an eye on how 
the game would be perceived in 
living rooms. Yet no one has 
suggested that television lobbied 
for these changes. 

The main difference to the 
man in the stand - apart from 
the infuriating TV lackey on the 
sidelines holding up kick-offs - 
has been when matches are 
being played and at what time. 
Few non- jrm clt.tir watchers 


Motor racing 


Motor racing was once a sport 
that was occasionally telev ised. 
Now it is more a televised sport 
that is motorised. Television is 
everything where return per 
dollar irr\e>ted is the bottom line 
for the sponsors who pour in 
millions every season. 

Under the auspices of Bern ie 
Ecclestone, the vice president of 
marketing for the governing 
body, the FI A. and president of 
Foeu. which allocates world tele- 
vision rights. Formula One blv»- 
somed drama ticalh and team 
owners grew rich.’ Ecclestone 
made little secret of the fact that 
trackside spectators were small 
beer compared to skyrocketing 
global viewing figures. 

Then the tragic San Marino 
Grand Pri\ last > ear. when Ayr- 
ton Senna suffered his fatal 
crash, forced a greater con- 


sciousness of motor sport's im- 
age. At the Monaco Grand Prix 


age. At me Monaco unmet mr 
which followed, the FLA presi- 
dent Max Mosley, acted quick- 


ly to stem mounting dismay 
among nonnalh placidTsponsors. 


and announced a range of tar- 
reaching changes. 

In a forthcoming book. Edu ks 
oflmolu. Ecclestone said of the 
much-publicised Senna accident: 
“If he had been killeJ like 


Tennis 


For years the United States 
Open virtually has been run by 
CBS television, whose "Super 
Saturday" sandwiches the 
women's singles final between 
the two men's singles semi-finals. 

The women have no idea at 
what lime their supposed show- 
case will start, and the winner 
of the second men's semi-final 
simply hopes to have the ener- 
gy to raise a game for the Sun- 
day final. Jim Courier once 
described the arrangement as a 
“crock of shir, but conceded 
that “CBS pay the money and 
can call the tune". 

Courier and Pete Sampras 
were the nightwatehmen in 
1 992. when the opening semi-fi- 
nal between Stefan Edbcrg and 
Michael Chang took a record 
five hours and 2b minutes. 

Edberg and Mats Wilander 
were given a 10am start to their 
semi-final in 1QS7. even though 
Edberg was committed to play- 
ing doubles on the previous Fri- 
day night. The Swedes were 
told that the other semi-final. 


iT and D star in 


shambles on ice 


1 From J Gijrdtousc 


Guy Hodgson 


David Tremayne 


Roland RaUenberccr the da> be- 
fore. where it hadn't been seen 
on television, it wouldn't have 
created such a terrific impact, h 
was the fact for an hour people 
were saving: 'What's happened 
to him'.’’ Is he going to make it'.’' 
It was a public death. Like cru- 
cifying Jesus Christ on television.'' 

Television can be a two- 
edged sword. Later that year a 
serious pit lane fire at Hock- 
enheim again made sponsors 
nervous. Foca Issues air-lime fig- 
ures lor each team: after five 
races in 19 Q 5 Williams had 
amassed one hour. 47 minutes 
and 35 seconds, the now extinct 
Pacific learn only tw\i minutes 
14 seconds. By’ such figures 
can teams justify ihe mas she ex- 
pense to their backers. If the 
sponsors are unhappy, everyone 
suffers. 

More and more the game is 
being tailored to television, with 
controversial refuelling, slop- 
and-go penalties, and safety care 
to s'luw the field during accidents. 
There are even suggestions of an 
official handbook for aspiring 
race promoters, indicating that 
tight .circuits with predominant- 
ly third and fourth-gear comers 
make trackside advertising more 
visible on the small screen. 


John Roberts i 


featuring Ivan Lend] and Jimmy 
Connors, was a bigger attraction 
for prime time television. 

in 19S6. Miloslav Meeirwon 
a late night five-set semi-final 
against Boris Becker and was 
easily picked oJT by Lendl in 
straight sets in the final. 

The “CBS Open" is tennis's 
most glaring example of ma- 
nipulation by television. .After 
years of criticism, the format for 
the climax of the championships 
is under review. 

Wimbledon, the world’s most 
prestigious tournament, is also 
the most resolute. “We like to 
think we pul the players first 
here in terms of scheduling 
matches." Ian Edwards, the All 
England Club's TV marketing 
director, said 

Emphasising lhar seeking the 
widest iclevision audience is as 
important as the fees involved, 
the All England Gub has been 
associated with BBC TV since 
1937. The latest contract, 
agreed last vear, runs until the 
end of 1W. 


! Sir: With reference to your 
• glowing Monday Interview with 
? Torvill and Dean, my daughter 
j and 1 were pan of the “disap- 
| point ingh small audience” at 
| the "gloomy docklands arena” 
| last Thursday, and to say that 
| they swept to victory puts a very 
’ different gloss on an event that 
t was a total shambles. It was a 
: cheat. 

The event was set up for US 
j television and recording look 
! precedence over all. Appar- 
{ ently the British will only gel to 
} see it on Sky - most of those at- 
| lending on Thursday (paying up 
( to £4(1 for their sciilsl did not 
J gel to see the whole event be- 
cause everything centred on 
getting something in the can to 
justify the S2.5m |£1.6m) con- 


THREE EXAMPLES OF TELEVISION CALLING THE TUNE 


a: 


f v 


appreciate the 4pm Sunday 
kick-olfs and you can barely get 
a printable word from Black- 
burr. Rovers and Manchester 
Ciiv supporters about the Spm 
start for their Boxing Day meet- 
ing. 

Those times are unsociable, 
and Fifa's frequent willingness 
to flick channels at television's 
behest was potentially danger- 
ous during the last World Cup. 
Having footballers play in Flori- 
da's midday heat last year to 
catch Europe's evening audi- 
ence could have had conse- 
quences beyond dehydration 
and sun-stroke. 

The decision of Uefa. Euro- 
pean fixubull's governing body, 
to spread European games 
from the traditional Wednesday 
has also had a knock-on effect. 
Everton. whose Cup-Winners' 
C up matches were on Thursday 
nights, did not play a game :U 
Good iso n Park on a Saturday 
from 0 September to 25 No- 
vember. Seven home marches 
were played during that period. 

A less tangible change is the 
effect television has on support. 
Youngsters now have more op- 

C on unity to watch Manchester 
inited. Liverpool and New- 
castle United in their homes 
than they have »»1 seeing local he- 
roes in the flesh. The umbilical 
cord between clubs and their 
communities is being broken. 
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Golf 


IffrriGtover! 


Television coverage of tourna- 
ments is the key to the com- 
mercial success of the European 
Tour and Sky has all but blacked 
out the BBC. The Tour needed 
an injection of cash and felt that 
Sky made an offer it could not 
rehisc. In signing the deal it left 
itself open to a charge of flog- 
ging off the family silver. 

For an undisclosed sura. Sky 
gets doi only the bread and but- 
ter events but the jewel in the 
crown, the biennial Ryder Cup 
match between Europe and 
the United Stales. When Eu- 
rope regained the Cup at Oak 


HilL Rochester, last September 
the public at large were stunned 
to discover that Sky had exclu- 
sive rights. 

The majority, however, did not 
abandon Auntie, they tuned in 
instead to Radio 5 Live. It is es- 
timated that six million people lis- 
tened to the radio commentary 
compared to less than a million 
television viewers. Peter Ailiss 
and the BBC team are now left 
with a handful of tournaments al- 
though they still have the OpeD. 
Thus far Sky has made no im- 
pression on the Royal and .An- 
cient. who run the Open. 


Not every sponsor has wel- 
comed the Tour’s expediency in 
selling out to Rupert Murdoch. 
Benson and Hedges, for exam- 
ple. who have been sponsoring 
their International event for 25 
years, chose to remain with the 
BBC on the grounds that their 
viewing figures would be con- 
siderably higher. 

Nevertheless Sky is paying 
the piper. When Dunbflj with- 
drew its sponsorship of the 
British Masters in the summer 
the Tour could not find a 
backer, despite the fact that the 
BBC were contracted to cover 


Snooker 


Guy Hodgson I j Boxing 




-'"Jarae&l 


If any sport has had a symbiot- 
ic relationship with television, it 
has been snooker. Without it the 
game would still be the province 
of working men’s socials, and 
Stephen Henchy would either by 
struggling to make a living or 
selling balls in a professional's 
shop at a golf club. 

In 1972. the year of Alex Hig- 
gins’ first world title, the World 
Championship was played at 
Sellv Park British Legion, the 
prize- money was £800 and spec- 
tators in the overflow had to sit 
on beer crates. Hendry, the 
current champion, is a million- 


aire several times over. The dif- 
ference was colour television... 

In 1985 18.5tn people 
watched Dennis Taylor beat 
Steve Davis on BBC2 in the 
World Championship final. 
This, it should be added, was af- 
ter midnight. Snooker's match- 
es are played at times with 
television in mind but no one 
seems to mind. In fact, the 
game's governing body- would 
probably be more accommo- 
dating if it could guarantee 
more BBC live coverage of the 
World Championship, particu- 
larly during the evening. 


Colin McMillan is typical of the 
type of boxer that television ex- 


ecutives are scared of: he can 
move, he has fast hands, he 
barely gels hit but he rarefy 
knocks people out. In short, 
McMillan is a TV nightmare. 

Earlier this year Frank War- 
ren secured an incredible deal 
with Sky and left ITV with 
boxers including Naseera Hom- 
ed, Nigel Benn and Frank Bru- 
no. Chris Eubank had left ITV 
six months earlier. Whrren’s 
deal is worth in excess ofUOOm 
over three years, and includes 
Mike Tyson's fights. 


Warren. who first worked 
with ITV 10 years ago, admit- 
ted that he was sad to end the 
partnership but the money on 
offer from Sky was simply too 
much to refuse. Two fights pro- 
moted by Whrren have since at- 
tracted Sky’s highest-ever 
viewing figures. 

There are problems with 
fights on all channels. There are 
delays between fights and when- 
ever an American company is 
involved there is invariably an 
after- midnight start time - and 
that is an insult to the paying 
British fans. 


Rugby Union 
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The very idea that rugby union 


could sell itself- as opposed to 
its product— to the highest bid- 


its product —to the highest bid- 
der by mserting the power of veto 

of t ransf ers into contracts or by 
any other means was yesterday 
treated with disdain by the 

■g fHne -s. fldi pimu iatnrs- Rugby 

league’s apparent agreement to 
cede this right to Rupert Mur- 
doch’s .News Corporation will 
iwt be copied union, no mat- 
ter how much lucre he offers. 

Turbulent tinKS these may be. 
with the onset of professional- 
ism, but there is one unbendaWe 
principle to which rugriy onion 
intends to adhere, eves in the 
face of Sky’s anticipated offer 
of £175m for the next home 
tmfnns televtaon contract Rug- 
by union and not a TV mogul 


RFU gremer leverage than 
Scotia^ Wales or Ireland. 

‘Any TV contract is going to 
have to be a partnership be- 
tween terrestrial and satellite." 
HaHett said. "'However difficult 
it may be to resist all of satel- 
lite's offers, the two-mred la be 
dovetailed so that we keep faith 
wiib the majority of the public 
who have terrestrial onfy. 

•*It will need a judgement of 
Solomon but we have tc get the 


such as Murdoch (News Corp 
is Sky’s' largest shareholder) - 
has to control itself, including 
its transfer system. 

Tony Hallett, the secretary of 
tbe Rugby Football Union, said 
yesterday: “Were such a clause 
to exist it would mean he would 
effectively own the game and I 
am certain the Rugby Union 
could not and would not enter 
into such a thing in any cir- 
cumstances. No amount of 
money could buy that sort of in- 
fluence on the game.” 

Hallett is m any case deter- 
mined Sky will not be granted 
exclusive or unfettered rights 
when the next television con- 
tract comes tip for negotiation 
next season. This is highly sig- 
nificant because, although the' 
contract is in the gift of the com- 
mittee of home unions, the 
percentage of the audience sit- 
uated in England gives the 


ble-wodds, hearing in mind there 
are many dubs who ore deaer- 
ate .to find a way of funding the 
new professional game with no 
big bankroll available to do it.” 

The current contract, in the 
second of its three seasons, 
■was won by the BBC for £27m 
with Sky having primary rights 
to English, Scottish and Irish 
dub rugby for £2-4in per season. 
A clause hi its agreement for the 
1991 World Cup enabled ITV 
to secure the UK. rights to this 
year’s tournament in South 
Africa -for -£5^5m and to win 
rights for 1999. 

Murdoch's . principal rugby 
union involvement is a £36* )m, 
10-year TV deal between News 
Corp and Sanza* the acronym 
for a- company formed by the 
South African, New Zealand 
and Australian unions. 

The deal has added an annual 
bome-ahd-away International 
series starting next year involv- 
ing the Springboks, All Blacks 
-and VMabies as well as an ex- 
panded Super 12 provincial 
competition to the established 
round -of tours and domestic 


rugby. “I hope they have read 
the small print, "Hallett said 


Athletics 


As a sport with wide interna- 
tional appeal, athletics has a 
dose relationship with television. 
Television coverage is a vital 
component of any successful 
meeting an d some one-off races 
have been totally dependent 
onTV money. 

Big names, huge egos, plenty 
of hype and a blockbuster of a 
television stay aDeoriqwed to- 
gether in 1985 when Zola Budd 
and Mary Decker staged a re- 
match at Crystal Palace of their 
ill-fated Olympic meeting. 
American TV bankrolled the 
event and, naturally, .called the 
shots. \ 

An extra day was added to 
the programme so the race 
could be shown live across the 
Atlantic at prime time, while 
rmmers like the Olympic 3,000 
metres champion Maricka 
Puica, who may have got in on 
the act and spoiled the story, 
were not invited to compete.. 
The fact that Budd, paid. 
£90,000 for her appearance. 


finished only fourth did not 
seem to matter. "Who cares?” 
one TV executive. slid after- 
wards, “The ratings were good. 
That’s the bottom liner 
r Ia"T993 the 10Om world 
record holder, Leroy Burrell, 
complained after he could not 
get aianewhen Unfold Christie 
staged his head-to-head with 
Cart Lewis at Gateshead. But 
as Lewis's manager: Joe Dou- 
glas; said at the time: “We 
/ don't want anyone eke winning 
for toe sake of television. The , 
race everyone wants losee is be- u 

- tween Christie and Lewis, not 
Burrcfk" 

- ■’ Television has long dictated 
toe Olympic timetable. So it is 
no surprise that, bowing to toe 
demands df TV executives, or- 
ganisers have ignored the advice 
of their own medical commis- 
sion and will start the men’s 
marathon -m Atlanta next vear 
when the afternoon sun will be 
at its hottest, humidify’ highest 
and conditions most dangerous. 






the tournament. In the event 
Sky offered to underwrite the 
lion’s share of the costs and, of 
course, took over toe coverage. 
The BBC had virtually no 
choice but to waive the contract 
and take a back seat 
Sky was able to call the tune 
to the extent of bringing play for- 
ward to a ludicrously earfy hour 
for toe final round so that toe 
championship would be finished 
in time for the satellite compa- 
ny to switch to that afternoon's 
Premiership football match. The 
BBC were restricted to showing 
recorded highlights. 


TheBBC spokesperson was mis- 
chievous: ‘‘Crusty old members 
ofMCC will have apoplexy when 
they hear this this,* she said, re- 
ferring to an idea being devel- 
oped in New South Whies, 
Australia, of an eigbt-a-side 
cricket competition ofhour-Iong 
matches designed specifically 
for televirion. The players would 
wear coloured uniforms and 
each would both bowi and bat . 

A league would be played 
during the English dimmer and 
Australia's Test men would be 
expected to compeie, . ruling 
them odt of county cricket. 
This announcement is the lat- 
est television-driven tinkering 
with the game. 

What should be noted is.that 
cricket, especially MCC, has 
been in toe business of selling 
the game, in toe face of com- 
petition from cock-fighting, 
bare-knudde bo xing , gamb ling, 
professional sprinting, horse- 
raring, golf and dog- fighting for 
around 250 years. On one oc- 
casion at Southwark, in 1744, 
cricket had to compete a gain si 
“a run by two jolly wenches, one 
known as toe little Bit of Blue 

and the other Black Bess, to run 
in drawers only and excellent 
sport is expected". 

Richard little, toe Test and 
County Cricket Board's media 


manager, insisted: "We arc 
starring from a completely dif- 


fenmtbase from Rugby League. 
Their deal with TV is built 
. artrapd broadcasting whereas in 
cricket the broadcasting is built 
around the game. 

“There is such a huge fight 
dew:) oping between the various 
TV channels that every sport is 
being examined for broadcast- 
ing opportunities an d where toe 
. bask sport, either does not fit the 
schedule or cannot be manip- 
ulated Co do so then secondary 
sports, or variations, will be ap- 
• preached or even set up”. 

■ Cricket will continue to come 
under pressure. Anyone watch- 
ing Sky's Test match transmis- 
sions from abroad can sense that 
Sky would love to have a longer 
interval, for showing ads, be- 
tween overs, and muchshorter 
intervals between play at lunch . 
and tea. ’ i 

Cricket is making.pne con- 
cession next summer: the Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup will be 
played over 50 overs, instead of 
55, and there wfiTbejust one in- 
terval, usually between innings, 
of 45 minutes. * . . 

What suits TV also happens 
to be asenrible improvement by 
cridceLfor itis dear that match- 
es less than 60 ©yeas hardly war- 
rant two intervals. 


tract which ihe organisers had 
cornered. 

To summarise only the main 
agonies: it started 45 minutes 
late {blaming this on Kurt 
Browning having a problem 
with his skates when it seemed 
to be an organisational failure ): 
there was no published pro- 
gramme of events so when the 
"second half of the pro- 
gramme'" was announced to 
begin ai lU.25pm the audience 
gasped: there was no score- 
board. the scores (farcical, by 
the way! were announced in a 
rapid string: most people left 
'early" (we left at 11.15pm 
with almost half of the second 
half still to runj most impor- 
tantly we didn’t get io see Torvill 
and Dean for a second time: and 
bv I l.L5pm no results had been 
announced of the so-called 
** competition". 

The departing 1 1 3/pra dock- 
lands train was full of disgrun- 


tled and very unhappy audience 
members - including some VIPs 
who not only were basing to 
miss the show but also were 
missing the after-show party 
"with ihe stars" because every- 
Ihing was running so late. 

The thing that shocked us was 
that Torvill and Dean and Robin 
Cousins promoted the event on 
TV and radio, and are pre- 
sumably gelling paid for the ex- 
ercise. This must have been 
without realising how their fens 
were going to be cheated out of 
seeing their full programme. 

Still. 1 suppose toe pri*e- 
nioney acts as a great consola- 
tion. It is a pity toe poor old 
audience doesn't have anything 
similar to foil back on. although 
I. for one, am writing to IMG 
to ask for our money back. 
Yours sincerely 
JEAN GATEHOUSE 
NonhwooilMiddx 
19 December 


SPORTS LETTERS 


Off target 


Voicing disappointment 


from Mr M Thompson 
Sin Both Alan Watkins and 
Jack Rowell seem to misun- 
derstand the nature of the 
crowd at Twickenham for the 
game against Western Samoa, 
together with its motives for 
dissatisfaction and its aspira- 
tions for the England team. 

I w as pari of a group of peo- 
ple who have played the game 
regularly and attend games 
week in. week out. One of our 
number is an ex-Saracens 
stand-off. All strive to keep 
abreast of laws and tactics and 
love the game. 

We do not particularly want 
England to play "champagne" 
rugby but we can aspire to the 
All Blacks' more pragmatic 
but still exciting play. The boo- 
ing and slow hand-clapping 


did not derive from a contempt 
for Western Samoa but from 
disappointment that if England 
could not summon toe courage 
to attempt such rugby in a 
competitive match lhar they 
were not going to lose, how 
would they ever have the con- 
fidence to do it against the 
world’s best? 

Jack Rowell and toe players 
should remember profession- 
alism has changed the rules. It 
is neither easy nor cheap to ob- 
tain international tickets and 
make trips to support England 
from all parts of the country. 
Disappointment with unsatis- 
factory skills and an unwill- 
ingness to try things will be 
increasingly vocal. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARK THOMPSON 
Sheffield 
20 December 


From B Metlowship 
Sir. I have just read your inter- 
esting article today on “Foot- 
ball's fastest goals’ 1 and would 
tike to point out a couple of 
small errors: Bryan Robson did 
not score toe fastest goal in toe 
World Cup finals, nor indeed 
the fastest goal at Wembley. 

Robson’s 27-second goal v 
France in 1982 was deemed to 
be toe quickest at toe time but 
that distinction was taken away 
from him by Fifa, the interna- 
tional football federation, on 3 
March 1994 when, after using 
electronic timing they derided 
Vaclav Masek’s goal for 
Czechoslovakia against Mexico 
in toe 1962 finals came after 15 
seconds. 

The fastest goal at Wembley 
is credited to Maurice Cox, of 
Cambridge University, who 
scored in the Varsity maleh on 5 


December 1979, after 33 seconds. 
Yours sincerely 
BMELLOWSH3P i . 
London SE12 
8 December 


A word from your agent 


from Mr J Duncan^ 

Sin So the European Court bf 
Justice upheld the earlier ruling 
in the Bosnian case, effective- 
ly outlawing football's out-of- 
contract transfer system; 
However, there’s a need’ to 
steady toe media ship, lest the 
“end of the transfer system as 
we know it" crew sails us into 
panicked watery particularly 
as toe new ruling fc. for the time 
bein& restricted m its definition. 
Agreed, there is undoubtedly 
urgent need -tisK. revision of- 
rules relating to toe. domestic 
transfer system here, because a 
similar domestic ruling wifi in- 
evitably .follow Friday’s cross- 


bortler judgement, before we 
-are fooed withagfotof eud-of-. 
- reason test cases from players 
who wSlJfove reached toe end 
■ of contracts, 

Asfflr, imiKfnefltfy licensed 
Eife agen\, r believe the au- 
thorities -should seriousfy con- 
adex foe inclusion of the 
ppyudns oL at least, certain 
nKanbesof our ranks ^ -after all 
anagEffltcangrca^infiueixrtbe 
outcome ofhc client’s career de- 
riaon£ Als& i am currently 
SOrirt^V_ bond of II 11, 00f) 
just for toe‘i«ivfl^ of repre- 

senril^Gto^Jlidividuah during 
negotiations, then I believe li- 
censed agents should be ac- 
corded theryowe when it comes 
to serious discussion, of die im- 
plications of future changes in 

the tianSfcr^istem. 

Yours, > : V. ‘ 
JAKEOUNGAN; - 
Shqwtime^Intemational Ltd 
17 December. '■: 
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Madison Square Garden is making a brave effort to establish 
assumptions about the future of sport may in some cases be 


Last week a hea dlin e appeared in 
a New York newspaper that must 
nave filled thousands who saw it 
wuh more nostalgia, brought the 
insidious effect of television on 
Shinto sharper focus, than if 
they had heard a roar, looked up 
and seen great heroes from the 
past resurrected. The headline 
said, “Return to Mecca”. 

It announced that boxing was be- 
ing revived at Madison Square 
Garden, an arena made synony- 
-o-with the sport by the honour 
roll of great figures who have ap- 
peared there including Joe Louis. 
Kocky Mardano, Sugar Ray Robin- 
wn, wlhe Pep, Henry Armstrong, 
Emile Griffith, Jersey Joe Walcott. 
Sandy Saddler, Roberto Duran, 
Joe Frazier and Muhammad AIL 


In the belief that no great career 
was complete without a Garden 
appearance. Sugar Ray Leonard 
fought his last contest at the fa- 
mous location on West 33rd Street 
and Seventh Avenue. Ken Bucha- 
nan of Scotland, perhaps our best 
post-war boxer, became a Garden 
favourite when retaining the world 
■lightweight championship and in 
losing it to Duran. 

When such notable figures as 
Jack Dempsey and Benny Leonard 
fought at the Garden it was 16 
blocks further south, but mecca is 
where you find it and more than 
16,000 customers were counted last 
week when Oscar Da La Hoya 
gave farther proof of imm ense po- 
tential by outclassing James Lei- 
ja in defence of the World Boxing 


Organisation lightweight title. In 
its great and spirited years, boxing 
was the blood of the Garden, but 
with the advent of television and 
a migration to the casinos of Neva- 
da, it went into decline and dis- 
appeared two years ago. 

A new Garden regime. 
ITT/Sheraton, has shown itself 
more in sympathy with the past 
than Paramount, who closed the 
doors on boxing, and was reward- 
ed Iasi week when revival brought 
a buzz of excitement to the streets 
surrounding one of Manhattan's 
most famous landmarks. 

Bob Arum, of Top Rank, was 
closely involved with proceedings 
that saw a galaxy of past and pre- 
sent champions at ringside, but sig- 
nificantly the Garden will not be 



KEN JONES 


tied to one promoter or television 
network. “Fighting in the casinos 
of Las Vegas and Atlantic City is 
one thing,” Arum said, “but noth- 
ing can match the atmosphere of 
this place.” 

As it was almost three years 


since a ring in which Louis. Mar- 
ciano and Robinson fought had 
heen dusted off. the Garden's 
president. David Chcckctts. and se- 
nior vice-president of communi- 
cations, John Cirillo. knew they 
were taking a considerable gamble. 
“There was no guarantee that 
New York fight fans were ready to 
be lured back from watching hnx- 
ing on television so the turnout was 
thrilling.” Cirillo said. 

ll was not only television that 
caused boxing to drop out of sight 
at the Garden. Other reasons in- 
cluded bad fights, fighters who 
could not really fight and patrons 
eager to prove that they were bet- 
ter equipped than the contestants. 

With S March marking the 25lh 
anniversary of the legendary first 


of three fights between Ali and 
Frazier, the Garden will now pre- 
sent a super-middleweight title 
defence by Roy Jones next month, 
followed soon afterwards by a re- 
turn bout between George Fore- 
man and Michael Moorcr. The 
plan is for four major promotions 
a year. 

Television's power over sport - 
revelations about Rupert Mur- 
doch's activities in rugby league 
carried bv this newspaper yester- 
day suggest it is an even more wor- 
rying issue than was imagined - 
make it improbable that New York 
can be restored, in the words of its 
Governor. George Pulaki, as “the 
capital of the boxing world". 

How ever. Madison Square Gar- 
den is making a brave effort to es- 


tablish that widespread assump- 
tions about the future nf spurt - 
that there is no future at all with- 
out confirming t*» the notions of 
men who wield immense power - 
may in some eases he false. 

Although the p.o -per- view net- 
work. Home Box Office, put out 
the main event and ■me support- 
ing bout, last Friday's gathering at 
the Garden owed nothing !>• tele- 
vision. It was. in essence, eagerness 
to be part of a sporting experience 
raised from history, ll worked but 
will it go on working? “We wore 
greatly encouraged," Cirillo said, 
expressing relief. 

At least it casts a small doubt 
against the damnable theory that 
television is the only form of sport- 
ing influence in store for us all. 


England unable to 
control students 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Pietermaritzburg 
Combined South African 
Universities 253-6 v England 


There is a widespread view of 
those involved on this lour that 
it has never really got going. 
Rain has dogged England to 
such an extent that the only 
progress made by the players has 
been in a game called Balder- 
dash. a word game similar to 
Call My Bluff, and one that has 
helped them fill the many extra 
hours they have spent confined 
to hotel and dressing-room. 

However, if the weather has 
consistently been the villain of 
the piece, it could not be blamed 


Pakistan A 248-5 
England A 115 
Pakistan A win by 13 3 runs 


The hopes of the England A 
side of completing a clean 
sweep in the one-dav series 
against Pakistan A - and fin- 
ishing the lour unbeaten - were 
dashed by a 21-year-old fast 
bowler. Sajid Shah, in Sheikhu- 
pura yesterday. 

The right-arm bowler, play- 
ing his first match of the series, 
look 6 for 43 as England A were 
dismissed for a partly 115 in re- 
ply to Pakistan Ai 40-over score 
of 24S for 5. 

The tourists were down to 11 
fit players with their cricket 
manager, John Emburey, on 
duty as 12th man. A crushing 
133-run defeat was, however, a 
disappointing end to a highly 
successful tour in which England 


for yesterday's late start Eng- 
land having deckled to commute 
the 50 miles to the Jan Smuts sta- 
dium, had to be rescued when 
their team bus broke down. The 
vehicle failed half-way up an in- 
cline - dearly a case of a hill too 
far in the aptly named valley of 
a thousand hDls. 

Fortunately, another coach 
was promptly whistled up and 
the game began just half an hour 
later than scheduled, the time 
lost being made up by adding 10 
minutes to each of the three re- 
maining sessions. 

Having lost the toss, the Eng- 
land bowlers started so emphat- 
ically that it looked like Englan d 
might be taking the extra half an 
hour allowed when a result is 
likely, after the students slumped 
to 23 for 5 after only 13 overe. 


A won the Tfest series 1-0 and the 
one-day international series by 
a 2-1 margin. 

tB'ffand A non Basal 
PAKISTAN A 

SaW AR c Headley b Oddme —38 

Shahid Anww 0 Gnfcfcre 4 

TShataet Ahmed cGttftnsb ban .69 

■AadMupaba cibtrory 62 

Asm Mahmood c Murium b WMe .25 

Nsdeem AMitar not out 28 

Zatad Fund not out 0 

EXhaa (bC. «j5. w 4. rt>7i 32 

Total (tor 5, 40 wars) _ 248 

Fait 1 38. 2-53. 3-171. 4-206. 5222. 

DM not bat: ton Won, Sajd Sian. AjVvw Khan. 
Seiman Fatal 

BvHfeV Munton 5-0-44-0; Sddms 8-2 28-2; 
Headier 7-0-39-0; Wife; S-0-36-1; Samp 6- 
0-33-0: ucGiah w>-24 -O; Iran 4-0-33-2. 

ENC1AHD A 

N V hwM c ten Muiuua b Sajfo Short 0 

R C tome Safcnan Fatal b Sad Shah 10 

A McGrath e SwM Ahmed b Sap! Shah— 05 
■N Ffossanc Salman Fatal bSasd Shah ~10 
D POsUer c Shateai Ahmed b Seed Stieh_i3 

C wide bw b Azra Mahrriood If 

IK J Piper o Sard Shah 3 

D W Headley not out 26 

T A Mutton c & b Arshnd Wan 15 

R D Stamp c Sat« Shah b Annad Wtan — 0 
E S H Gddns c Atshad Wan b Shahid Amwr 0 

Extras (K2. w5, rtbl) 8 

■fatal (23.4 omn) US 

Fait 1-7. 2-30. 3-31. 4-52. 5-59. 6-61. T-75. 
8-114, 9-114. 

Bmdtag AWMf 5-0-9-tt Shah 80-43-6; Man- 
mood 4-0-22-1: S Fatal 2-0-18-0; Anhad 
Khan 3-0-12-2: Amor 1.4-0-11-1. 


It was a frenetic start on this 
pleasant tree-ringed ground, one 
of which was planted five years 
agp by Mark Rushmere in com- 
memoration of the 150 he scored 
a gains t Mike Gatling's rebels. It 
was during that game that Gat- 
ting confronted a large group of 
protesters, whose passionate out- 
rage so affected Dr Ali Bacher 
that he promptly called off that 
and all future rebel tours. 

Unfortunately for the visitors, 
the pressure was not maintained. 
As only England show, the ca- 
pacity to enthrall can be just as 
quickly replaced by a sloppiness 
that appears long endemic in the 
county game. As they glaringly 
failed to do in the last Tfest, Eng- 
land hesitated in sinking then- 
teeth into the exposed jugular, 
and the students, with only four 
of their side having had first-class 
experience, wriggled free. 

Two of those. Nic Pothas and 
Mark Davis, began the restora- 
tion of normal service with a 
stand of S5 before Davis edged 
Dofl behind to give the left-aimer 
his fifth wicket of the innings- But 
for these two. and the solidly ca- 
pable Nicky Boje who ended the 
day unbeaten on 42, Dott's four- 
wicket strike for nine runs in 25 
balls would have rent a terminal 
fissure in the home side's batting. 

As it was, Pothas, a 22-year- 
old student at the Rand 
Afrikaans University in Johan- 
nesburg. completely dominated 
the En gl an d bowling, as both ball 
and spirit softened in the after- 
noon gloom, before dropping to 
an all-time low when Devon 
Malcolm dropped a lofted sweep 
off Mike Wttkinson at deep 
square leg. 

POlbas was particularly se- 
vere on the returning Ilotl and 
when bad light ended play ear- 
ly, POlhas was still there oh 141, 
comfortably his highest first- 
class score, which may yet allow 


Tourists suffering 



his side the bizarre luxury of de- 
claring sometime today after 
being dead meat a day earlier. 

England's early dominance 
was entirely due to Doti. Taking 
the new ball and with the wind 
at his back, the left-armer soon 
had Andrew Wessels caught by 
Robin Smith at short-leg off the 
back of his hat. Getting well un- 
der Holt’s bouncer. Wessels 
may feel he was unlucky, but if 
you leave the bat poking 


periscope-like as he did, the odd 
scuppering is bound to happen. 

licit then bowled Martin van 
Jaarsveld before Nizaan Adams 
and Vaughan Wan drag followed 
each other back to the pavilion 
in the I3th over. Ray Illingworth 
is clearly backing Holt and Pe- 
ter Martin over Malcolm and 
Fraser for the next Test but Mar- 
lin. who struggled manfully' into 
the breeze - having Gcrhardus 
Liebenberg well caught down 


the leg side by Russell - had his 
day curtailed by a sore shoulder. 

"lion apart/England lacked 
spark and penetration, and nei- 
ther spinner impressed on a 
pilch that offered some slow 
turn. Even Jason Galium had a 
bowl before dislocating the 
small finger of his left hand stop- 
ping a drive in the covers. It is 
unlikely to affect his balling 
when Eingland eventually gel 
their turn sometime later today. 


ito Jj-, & bw, GynSineS S» nor. 
COMBINED SA UNIVERSITIES - Frna Iramc* 

A ive&efc- c f-rrion t> lion if. 

•G F J UetWnUfP. < h f.Wrtir. 12 

M van n&racM L linn 2 

N 4JjfTi5 c Rusrefl o Holt '> 

:N wr>fl4 rot out 141 

V ttondiar. < Srnih b non «> 

M J G Parei r. Russell b Ikn — 

NBojeratfoui J2 

Extras ml', ml. .6 

Total (for 6. 83 overs) 253 

Fait 1-6. 2 19. 3-23. 4-23 6 Si. IS ll* 

To (Mb J D Alban* B F Horm. J S*Ple-nt* ( . 
Bo*fae inn 22*> 77-5: Mann 1* 5 33- L ’Gw 
lian 5 019-0. W.#won 16 4-50-0: lUirus- 
with 24-3-65-0. Hjck 5-0-7 -0 
ENGLAND' *M \ A-Honixi - J Sld.an. JER 
Gvliar. G P Tnorpt. G A Hid-. R A Snjlti. -F C 
RulSrf. M ViMOmiOOfl. ? 1 Martin, p r lllmf.-^rh. 
m C non. 

Umpires' R 6 Shan ana 5 F F.Liu; 



Athletics 


Sallv Gunnell, the Olympic 4* U) 
metres hurdles champion, will 
run indoors for Britain against 
France at Glasgow's Kelvin 
Hall on 24 February. 

Gunnel! opens her hrief in- 
door season at the L\AF Rictih 
Tour meeting two weeks earli- 
er as she makes her return from 
the Achilles injury which pre- 
\ented her defending her world 
title in Gothenburg last summer. 

The Kelvin Hull internation- 
al will prepare the British team 
for the European Indoor 
Championship in Stockholm 
two weeks later. "The bulk of the 
team will already have been se- 
lected and arc 'likely to take 
pan." Tony Ward, (he British 
Athletic Federation spokesman, 
said. “Add to that one or two 
who will be out to convince the 
selectors of their European po- 
tential. and we have the makings 
of a first-class competition." ' 
Mel Necf. Britain's 4t Him No 
I last season, the sprinter Dar- 
ren Brauhwaitc and the Euro- 
pean hurdles medallist. Tony 
Jarrell, are also expected to 
take part. But a confrontation 
with Gunnell is not immediate- 
ly ahead for N'cef. The Scot will 
run over 20Mm at Kehin Hall be- 
fore switching to her premier dis- 
tance, she hopes, in Stockholm. 

Jonathan Edwards will have a 
chance to compete for the Gold- 
en Four jackpot next season. The 
men's triple jump has been 
named as one of the I u disciplines 
in the Golden Four series of meet- 
ings. in Oslo. Zurich. HrusM-lsund 
Berlin. The other men's events are 
20t Im. ftJUm. 3.W K i-5.0t Ktm.40ttm 
hurdles ;md discus: the women'?. 
e\eni> are high jump. I (Him. 

1 5TH"»m and lPOm hurdles. 


Great Britain grateful to Garcia 


Hockey 

BILL C0LW1LL 


In soaring temperatures in 
Cairo's giant Nasser City Sta- 
dium. built for the 1991 African 
Games. Great Britain yesterday 
beat Egypt 2-0 in the first of a 
two-Test scries. . 

After scoring a third -minute 
goal. Britain let the Egyptians 
off the hook and gave them the 
opportunity to dominate the 
first half before regaining con- 

Britain went ahead through 


Russell Garcia at their first 
penalty comer as specialist 
striker Cahun Giles slipped the 
ball to Garcia to surprise the 
Egyptian defence. 

Britain's rhythm was dis- 
turbed shortly afterwards as 
Garda was injured and re- 
placed by John Shaw and it was 
only a couple of fine saves by Si- 
mon Mason that kept Britain 
ahead. 

Britain improved after the in- 
terval, but it was the arrival of 
Soma Singh for Kalbir Takher 
at centre-half 10 minutes from 
time which proved decisive. 


With three minutes left Rob 
Thompson, making the most of 
his exceptional readi, robbed an 
Egyptian defender coming out 
of the circle to set Mayer up for 
the second goal. Surprisingly, 
it was Mayer's first goal for 
Britain in his 39th appearance. 

EflVFT: G Ham I Taw* icapQ. M Mananr. a 
A boetyaz. M Vaad, B bsNm; M RdBaL f Mon- 
aam. M SanN>. 1 Amm. M Abduto. SnteDtntaB 
mat A Abbas. M Mahmoud. A Fare* ana M Sued. 
GREAT BRITAIN: 8 Mason (Ffirarands): J Wjr- 
ast (Reaolnip, J HM> (WO louOmmanu: 0 Ftail- 
ham IHounskM), ItaMr Taumr (Camocw, S 

ItarMI (Hourakwl: C Muyev (ComocKj. R G»- 

cta iPalo Boicetonai, R Tlmaman (HouneKwi. 
J LaMatt (capt) fTetUneont, N ITiocnpcaa (Old 
LnugiBOTOTS). S a t w t R i it w ywt CGBesiHa- 
vanu. Son Ski^n and J Shaw (Sajtfusae), D 
Had IGutfRMO- 

Umpbns: A Amin fflK) H Ko*any (boot E&TXJ. 


Hilton is fined by 


Rugby League 


The Rochdale Hornets forward 
Tony Hilton has been fined an 
undisclosed sum by his club af- 
ter being banned for three 
months by the Rugby League. 
Rochdale have also warned the 
24-year-old Hilton about his fu- 
ture conduct, after he Lested 
positive for ephedrine following 
last month's game against 
Featherstone Rovers. 

Ephedrine is found in cough 
and arid remedies, but Hamels' 
secretary, Paul Reynolds, said: 


“We have always made it plain 
we will not tolerate the use of 
banned substances." 

Hilton is the first player m the 
domestic game to he suspend- 
ed for drug-taking this season, 
although three players were 
thrown out of the Worid Cup af- 
ter testing positive for banned 
substances. The Rugby League 
has taken steps to try to eradi- 
cate the use of banned sub- 
stances - it tests players at 
training in and out of season and 
tests two members of each side 
after matches. 

St Helens face four games in 


Hornets 

1 1 days in a hectic Christinas pe- 
riod after bringing forward their 
home game against Warrington 
from Sunday 7 January to Fri- 
day 5 January to be televised by 
Sky Sports. Their Boxing Day 
derby at Wigan is followed by 
the Regal Trophy semi-final 
home tie with Warrington on 
Saturday 30 December and a 
home match against Leeds on 
New Year's Day. 

■ Widnes have been given the 
go-ahead to start work on an 
ambitious £Sm redevelopment 
programme at N a ugh ion Park, 
their home since ISS4. 


Wasim puts spell on Kiwis 


Cricket 


istan thrashed New Zealand 
i4 runs in the third one-day 
ich between the sides m 
llinsrton \estcrday to take a 
lead in the four-match senes, 
few Zealand won the toss 
put the tourists in, but lit- 
:Lse went right for the kiwis 
•akistan piled on 2bl for 4 in 
feet conditions in front of a 
■out Basin Reserve crowd. 
;ew Zealand took off in 
tusi of the target with Craig 


TODAY’S 

number 


man of the match, Wasim 
AJtram, removed him and 
Bryan Young in successive balls. 
When Aqib Javed had Nathan 
Astle caught two balls later. New 
Zealand's fate was virtually 
sealed. They were all out for 207 
in the 45th over when Wasim 
uprooted opposing captain Lee 
Germ on's middle stump. 

The win was set up by Pak- 
istan's opening batsmen, Ramiz 
Raja ana Aamir So hail, before 
Ramiz was run out for 21. So- 
hail scored 58 before Gavin 
Larsen bowled him when he 
plaved across the line, lnzaimm- 
uI-Haq (54) and Ijaz Ahmed (42) 
increased the tempo and even 
their dismissals brought no 
respite. Salim Malik and Wasim 
Akram hammered the New 
Zealanders relentlessly. Wbsim 
scoring 36 not out off just 15 de- 
liveries, including two sixes and 
three fours. 

Uh won by 5* runs and tea* Z -i. In 
matcti wiles. 




Football 

pomws tfAGUE nrat Leeds IM 

w Sit*e Qty [7.0* rat -*te**w Tom}- 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE pTtsrafctf DM- 
rf»n- FatastnwevHwfirtM. 


Athletics 

Jonathan Fdwartte. Britain's triple jump 
worid record holder, has been given a 
chance to compete for the most lucrative 
prize in athletics nett season. The men's 
tnpta Jump has been named as one of 
the 10 disciplines In the Golden Four 
series of meetings, where athletes 
compete for a share of a Jackpot of 20 
one-kfto gold bars - worth around 
£166,000. 

Basketball 

NBA: Detroit &4 Toronto 62: Cinelano JOO 
hetwasota 95: New Yon, 89 Mann 70: Hous- 
ton 103 Pnoena*: ChsagD 11« Dellas 102: 
Las ArMBfes Lakers 109 Mewautee 105: San 
Arncmn 111 Portend 103; Vancouver 94 Seat- 
tle 93: Golden Sate ICG Charlotte 99: Wash- 
ingnm 106 Los Angeles dippers 104. 

Cycling 

Spam's Indurafr, who wki his fifth 
successive four de France this year, re- 
ceived the Olympic Order yesterday, one 
of the highest given by the Imemador- 
al Olympic Commldae. fountain plans to 
compete at next summer's Atlanta 
Oiympes. when the Games will be open 
to professional eye lists for the first me. 
Lugano in Switzerland has been cho- 
sen as the venue for the 1996 Road 
World Chainplonshlpa from 9 to 13 Oc- 
tober. 

Football 

, niebig^'<MercorTgetitionforschprt 
m England and Wales. The New Europe: 
A Competition for Schools', has Been 
set-up by The Football Association and 
the National Union of Teachers to cel- 
ebrate next year's European Champi- 
onship finals. The aim is to help 
youngsters from the 48 countries who 
took part m the qualifying process for 
Euro 96 develop their interest in the 
gar ra and create more poative attitudes 
towards people from Europe. 


LOAN TRANSFER: Gareth KaB idefen6er> 
Chefeea id Sunderland. 

WELSH CUP Fifth-round draw: AAeiysiwyih 
Town w Oswestry Tonti v Bany Town: Cwmixan 
Town v Pt rthmadog; Ebbw Vale v Inter Cardiff: 
Pontypridd Town * Uansanrtfrwi riles :o iw 
o&xxl lOFebiuani. 

REVISED FA CARLING P REMI E RS HIP SUS- 
PENSION (due to Football Association 
mended ndng}: Certtcn Pabnar (Leeos Uttfi 
2 maiches from 27 Oecemoer. 

TUESDAYS LATE RESULTS: End&hdtfi tir- 
xurance ta u p e Second Division: Pater- 
bomeh 0 Smcfcpert l. Uiifd DMrion: Fulham 

4 CfflUfl 2: Hereford 3 Scunthorpe O. Bed's 
Scottish League Frontier Division; Moth- 
erwell 0 Rangen 0. Third DMstan: East Spr- 
ung 5 Albion Rovers 1. GM VemhsH 
C o nference: Nonnwcn 2 Tetfora 0. UnBcatd 
Lerglie Premier Division: Manna 1 Ac 
cnngion Smntay 2 . League Cup third round: 
Gainsbomigh Trinity 4 Fric^tey 1. Gurseiey 1 
Boston Utd 1. Presidents Cup first mnd: 
Atherton LaPumnam Raws 2 vwnon Alown 
5; RaddDTe Borough 3 Spcnnvmoor Unced 
2. Bearer Homes leasts Premier Division: 
Burton Albion 0 Salisbury 1- Southem Di- 
vision: Fleet 1 Newport iloWl 1. Dr Martens 
Cup second round: Gravesend and Norm- 
fleet 1 Crawley 2: ftortiweH O hinfs Lynn 1. 
Second round replays: BUsuyi 5 EwaKhom 
2. Postponed: TrtjwOriOf* « BasHey. Ids 
Leagoe Prem ie r Division: Hayes 0 51 Al- 
bans 0: Hendon 1 Htt chin 2. First Division: 
Leyton Permanr 1 Thame 0. Third Division: 
P ostp oned: Windsor v Kingsbury Guardian 
i WM nca Cup third round: Aliteslu 1 Bore- 
rum Wood O: Basjn^tohe S Moriow 0. Cart- 
ton Cup seen nit round: Enfield 1 Yeading 
2 (oeri: HevtjnflfjB 3 LWjnflgp 1: Sutton Unit- 
ec 3 Abingdon Town O. Postponed: Walton 
anf Hersham r Vungstorran. Cmfton Trophy 
second mund: fersaeafl Atrtenc 6 Cameefley 
I; Carney Wand 3 Collier Row 2: Whenhoe 

5 Leighton 3. Color County Antrim Shield 
SoaMtnaC Ballymena OOusatJers 2. North 
West Cotalttes League Fhst OMsun: Boo 
tte 1 OBiaee 1: hateene 6 Traflord 1: Mtw 

Rtad 1 Penmn 0. Jewson Enstem Lee©re 

Premier OMsfone Wsbech 4 Soham ft ■ 

ham 2 Dea 2. League Cup ceooad round: 
gudbuiy Wandereis 1 Haraead <. Hereward 

United OWBtto Uuygoe Cup Third round: 

Stewarts and Uc&risCort* ID Bourne 3. SW- 
fold 3 Woo non 2. Untyet Su s sex County 
ijxa&x Fkst Dfvtsloir Rmgmer 5 Hausharn 
1. Leaffre ot Wales Cup Hrstrauid: Ban- 
gor City 4 Conwy 2. Pondns League First 


DMslow Everton 3 Sheffield Wednesday 0. 
Second Division: Rotherham (■ Btacri.vd 3. 
Third Division: Chesterfield 3 Bury 2; 
Shrewsbury 0 Carlisle 3. Avon fosmance 
Combination First Division: West Ham 1 
Watford 0. FA Youth Cup Third round: 
ftvTsmomh 1 Watford 2. 


Gotf 

WOMEN’S RANKINGS Leading po&kions; 
1 L Dawes lEng) 3S4.73pis; 2 A Sorenstam 
iSwei 309J0; 3 B Cwvel lUS) 24S.77: 4 L 
Neumann iSwei 223 36: S D Moenne <VS) 
202.65: 6 K Robbins (USt 180.09: 7 B King 
lUSt 155.37: 8 FA McCann <US> 15J.33: 9 
M Marion I US 1 14630: IO T Green IDS) 
138.68. Selected.- 14 A Nicholas lEngj 
122.25: 28 L Fairetough (Engi 79.00. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Pmsmirgn 7 Calgary 1: New Jerse>- 5 
Pnriaoeiphia 4 loir. Tampa sa> 6 Wforupsg 
3: St Louis -t New Woifi Isfonders I; San Jose 
7 Anaheim 4. 


Motor racing 

Raar-Arimlral Roffir Lane- Non. a former 
nuclear submarine captain who 6 cur- 
nentfy the commander of all NATO suD- 
manresBi me eastern Ailanbc. hasoeen 
appointed the FlA's Formula One safe- 
ty delegare and race director. He will 
supervise safety arrangements at at next 
season's Rurntia One races starring w*m 
the first, the Australian Grand Pro at Mel- 
bourne on 10 March. 


Pools 

LITTLEWOODS: Treble chance: 24pU 
£3.618.55. 23 £1«L95. 22 ££ 70. 21 
£2.75. Four draws £5.85. 10 homes 
£327.20. F We arrays £198.70. 
VERNONS: Treble chance: 24pU 
£1.290.50. 23 £49.05. 22 £3.65. 10 
homes paid on nine correct £2910. Hw 
a ways £2 3.15. 

BRITTENS; Treble chance: 24pts 
£400.00. 23 £5.65. 22 £0.85. Four 
draws 0180. Eight homes £23.10. Free 
awnys £44 jjo. 


ZETTERS: Treble chance: 24pts £510.20. 
23 £7.5E.. 22 £0.75. Four draws £8.40. 
Eight homes £54.00 Four aways £45.80. 
Easy sb £24.00. Coals galore £135. lucky 
numbers 32 1 4 8 24 19 


Rugby Union 

Wasps will play Lawrence Ballaglio 
and Damian Hopfey in their miemanonal 
poenions for the firat nme this season 
when they go to Sale m the fourth round 
of the Pilkingion Cup on Saturday. Ho- 
t4ey: normally a centre, is given 3 chance 
to play on the ngnt wing while Dallaglio, 
the captain, who has heen at blind -side 
flanker for Tbs duo. moves to open-sfoe. 


Skiing 

ALPINE WORLD CUP (Veysonnaz. Swrtl 
Woman's cuper^gtent tWom : 1 A Metss- 
nicer (Auli lmn 28.72sec9; 2 H Zuibnfflten 
(5wU 1:28.90: 3 M nwfrreefcr lAull 1:29.17. 
Supor-gtent standings (after three races): 
1 Messmeer 222pis 2 h Setanger u3en 165: 
3M Em i&cfl 16Ci. Overall SUM nines: 1 Me&v 
nicer 448 ocr 2 Sedan g^r 405: 3 A Wacriier 
<4ut< 3 79. Nations’ Cup standings: 1 Aus- 
tria 2.035 pm; 2 Germany 1.139: 3 Swtcct- 
fond 95L 4 hah, 555: 5 United Stales 545. 

Squash 

SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION RANK- 
KGS; More ID HBmr. (Esse«i. 2 S Parte frw>- 
stare 1 : 3 M Chal oner lUrirdnsruiei: 4 C 
Waiter lEsafc'i: 5 M Cjbte, lOtfoirforaci. B J 
Neon* iTaudnpvimshiiei: 7 P Johnsun ix^nti: 
B S Meads iBerfcsturei: 9 T Harids iEsse«l: 10 
D Meddmgs, iSurrevi Women: 1 C Jackman 
(Norfolk >; 2 S Homier (Yorksnuei; 3 FGOMes 
iiScpUcestervrrel; 4 S wngfu (Kemi: 5 J Mar- 
bn iNantnanCnai: 8 LCtwmwn iSusseu. 7 B 
Moot* iEsseO: 8 D Leews i?uss&l: S J Thack- 
er fYcriishirei; 10 A Wray iVortsfurei. 

Table tennis 

ENCLANOWOMEN^RANKMGSLcadiigpo- 
sfoono: 1 A Holr (lancasnimi; 2 L Utmas IB^O- 
loniLh-re); 3 A (Be**h*eY. 4 N Deaton 
iDeiBvshrei: 5 L Radlwd iEsse*i: 6 S Mar 
ung iv<yviruiei: 7 H Lower iSiaftorasnuei; 8 
J fferms iBtartodJsriirei: 9 r. Gaodan IY«disn«rei. 
10 G Schwartz iSertsrarei 


IDEA OF 
PLAYING 




IlHHBHBBSaGEEfilQBgtL 
Bar ywu free book. Tb* ataHeoge: Royal Marines, send to TTie Royal 
Ravy and Royal Marines Careers Service Scparoneni (SD03051). 
FREEPOST 4335. Bristol BS1 3YX No stamp needed. The coupon must 
teach us by 2Sib laouary 1SS6 MtpJ i wwimperLgov.uk/ navy /nthttuhtm 
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TOTAL MARINES 
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Ireland ready 
for end of 
Charlton era 


Football Championship play-off defeat 10 

ihc Netherlands at AnEeld a 

DAVID HUGHES week ago. he said he would con- 

sider his position over Christ- 
To sav that Jack Charltons days mas. im imaiinc lhal at the very 
as Republic of Ireland manag- least he would like to celebrate 
er are numbered would be an a decade in charge on 7 Febru- 
understatement: it now seems aiy before taking his leave, 
merely a question of ho\v many. But. if a decade suddenly 
Perhaps as little as one if senior seems a short time in football, 
figures within the Football As- then (he last seven days also 
social ion of Ireland have their demonstrates that a week is a 
wav. It is not so much that they long time in polities - and there 
will push him before he jumps, has been plenty of that in the 
more that they are inclined to corridors of the FAI's Merrion 
give him a helpful little nudge. Square headquarters. 

Charlton is expected to fly Phone-in polls have seen 
into Dublin today fora meeting Charlton's popularity remain 
with leading FAI executives undimmed, but there is increas- 
amid mounting speculation that ing dissatisfaction with Saint 
the most enduring managerial Jack within the footballing com- 
reign in European intcmaiion- munity as a w hole. The deep-hr- 
al football is about to end. In the ing conservatism which has 
fail-oui from the European prompted some erratic selections 

i!9 set for Leicester 


Leicester City and Luton Town 
are expected to name their new 
managers today, with Martin 
O'Neiil moving in m Filbert 
Street and either Mike Walker 
or Lennie Lawrence taking 
over at Kenilworth Road. 

Norwich City have given 
Leicester permission to talk to 
the 43-vear-old O'Neill, follow- 
ing his resignation after only six 
months in charge of the Ca- 
naries. The Leicester chairman. 
Martin George, is negotiating a 
compensation deal of £50U.liu0 
with Norwich, and O'Neill may 
be appointed in time for Satur- 
day's trip to Grimsby. 

Walker and Lawrence have 
been interviewed by the Luton 
board for the post vacated by 
Terry Westiey. Walker, who has 
also’been linked with Leicester, 
has been out of management for 
13 months since being sacked by 
Evcrton. Lawrence was sacked 


by Bradford City last month. At 
another First Division dub. 
West Bromwich .Albion, the 
chairman Tony Hale is pre- 
pared to stand down if a new 
hacker comes forward. “If there 
is somebody with a lol of mon- 
ey who wan ts to put it into West 
Bromwich Albion and their 
heart is in the club, then I will 
talk to them." he said. 

Matthew Wicks. 17. is at the 
centre of a tug-of-war between 
three London clubs after de- 
ciding lhal he wants to leave 
Manchester United- Their man- 
ager. Alex Ferguson, is having 
talks with Tottenham about the 
defender, who is the subject of 
a Football Association inquiry 
into “poaching" allegations 
made by Arsenal. The Gunners 
would like him back and 
Chelsea are also said to be in- 
terested in the son of their for- 
mer defender. Steve Wicks. 


in the defeats by FbrtugaJ and the 
Netherlands (sis; defenders start- 
ed both games, seven finished the 
latter) and increasing evidence 
lhal Charlton's personality and 
methods no longer influence an 
ever-changing squad has prompt- 
ed mast leading EAI power bro- 
kers to seek his departure. 
Furthermore, many arc frus- 
trated that a decade of un- 
precedented growth at senior 
international level has coincided 
with 10 years of stagnation at un- 
der-age level. 

The need for a quick decision 
is compounded by the meeting 
of national managers in Liecht- 
enstein on 23 January to agree 
fixtures for the World Cup qual- 
ifying campaign and a February 
fnendly. Hence, by last Friday, 
senior figures within the FAI 
were cfcdosng that Chariton had 
indicated be would resign before, 
rather than after Christmas, and 
a statement was procured from 
“an FAI spokesperson" which 
said if Charlton did not volun- 
tarily resign then the FAI would 
have to consider their position. 

By Monday, the FATs chief 
executive, Sean Connolly, con- 
firmed that Charlton had re- 
quested a meeting with FAI 
executives in Dublin this week 
and “he only seeks meetings like 
this when there is something to 
discuss". By Tuesday he had re- 
putedly cancelled his Christmas 
get-together over a few drinks 
with top FAI figures. 

By yesterday, an emotional 
and irate Charlton was con- 
firming he was coming to 
Dublin to meet leading FAI ex- 
ecutives. “All I wanted was time 
to make up my mind and now 
it looks as if I'm noi going to be 
given that lime.” he said. 

Meantime, in the succession 
stakes. Mick McCarthy has 
overtaken Joe Kinnear and 
Kenny Dalglish in the betting. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


By Spurias 



ACROSS 

I Mark off after a job? He 
may become a doctor (12) 

9 Athlete set free when a 
ransom’s forthcoming? (7) 

10 Propose hosting German 
guests, maybe ("7 j 

II Refusal in France to ac- 
commodate European ele- 
ment (4) 

12 Consider movingjiicce 
back - no good (?) 

13 Motoring organisations 
about to make a mark (4) 

16 London borough housing 
old aristocrat (7) 

17 Art deserving payment in 
advance? (7) 

IS Irreligious person is first to 
be linked with articles (7) 

21 Condition in jail almost 
overcoming old viscount (7) 

23 Vegetable King's taken with 
a drink (4) 

24 Within a month, bishop will 


get wed (5) 

25 Miss being captain? (4) 

28 Edging around ai a rate of 
knots? (7) 

29 Nothing in east Belgian 
province to charm? (7) 

3ii Craft room with weaving 
implement (5. 7) 

DOWN 

1 Girl briefly taken into 
Queen Catherine's recep- 
tion room (7) 

2 Oil reservoir overcoming 
power problem (4) 

3 Ardent support for erection 
of friendly drinking-place 
round here! ( 7) 

4 Plavwrigbt originally missed 
taking pan in service, not 
being them (7) 

5 Persuade group leader to 
plunge into river (4) 

6 Intolerable sentimentality 
in performance of Lear, etc 
|7) 


Wednesday's Sol n don 
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Win the complete 
Oxford English 
Dictionary on 
CD- Rom or the 
complete works of 
Charles Dickens in 
this Saturday's 
Chriscmas Jumbo 
Crossword. 


7 Curved bits of ironmongery 
possibly cooling into the 
equation? (5, 8) 

8 Members of assault force 
are raving, so report sick 
15-8) 

14 Forger's equipment going 
under the hammer 

15 Lapse leads to rollicking in 
hesitation over run (5) 

19 High point for one rookie 
lieutenant, gatecrashing 
dance (7) 

20 Chemical producing nasty 
effect in many a stream? 
(4-3) 

21 Nouveau riche not original- 
ly allowed into sophisticat- 
ed rave-up (7) 

22 More ski development? 
Boring (7) 

26 One’s implicated in football 
club's finances (4) 

27 Isn’t able to perceive 
hypocrisy (4j 
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Speed queen; Alexandra Meissnitzer heads for victory in a super-giant slalom In Switzerland yesterday Phqtc®aph: AP 

Meissnitzer confirms Austrian revival 


Skiing 


Alexandra Meissnitzer. the 
new darting of the .Austrian 
team, continued her superb 
form this season by winning a 
women's alpine World Cup 
super-giant slalom in Vevson- 
naz, Switzerland, yesterday. 

Austria was deprived of a 
one-two by Switzerland’s Hei- 
di Zurbriggen. who nipped 


into second place ahead of with 
Michaela Dorfraczsier. Meiss- 
niizer. the overall World Cup 
leader who has five times fin- 
ished in the top three in as 
many races, clocked lmin 
28.72sec, Zubriggen 1:28.90 
and Dorfmeister 1:29.17. 

The race was held up for 30 
minutes after Florence Mas- 
nada fell heavily after crossing 
the finish line. The 27-year-oid 
Frenchwoman was flown to 


hospital and was later ruled out 
for the rest of the season after 
doctors operated on a dislo- 
cated right hip. 

Masnada has been particu- 
larly unfortunate. The winner 
of one race, a super-G in 
Garmisch-PanenJdichen last 
season, she has missed three 
full seasons through injury. 

Meissnitzer knows no such 
problems and has been cata- 
pa lifted into prominent posi- 


tion in an Austrian team that 
is regaining the strength asso- 
ciated with one of the sport’s 
traditional powers as the sea- 
son progresses. ' 

Her first victory came in the 
super-G in Wcflsere two weeks 
ago. She then placed third in a 
giant slalom in the same French 
resort, and die was third and sec- 
ond in two downhills during test 
weekend’s Austrian dominated 
races atSt Antrai. • 


Sampras and Graf top Carter’s Korean task 


Tennis 


Pete Sampras and Steffi Graf 
hove been named world champ- 
ions for 1995 by the Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation. 

Sampras won the award for 
the third straight year, while 
Graf was named for the sixth 
time in the past nine years. 

Sampras won Wimbledon and 
the US Open, each for the third 
time, and was the runner-up in 
the Australian Open. He won 
three other tournaments and led 
the United States to victory in 
the Davis Cup final against Rus- 
sia earlier this month. 

Graf, despite her father. Pe- 
ter, being in prison on matters 
relating lo tax evasion, won ail 
three Grand Slam tournaments 


she entered: the French Open, 
Wimbledon and the US Open. 
The German also won the sea- 
son-ending WTA Tour Champ- 
ionship and suffered only two 
defeats during the year. How- 
ever, she will miss the Australian 
Open next month because of a 
chipped bone in her left foot 

The ITF president, Brian 
Tobin, said: “Both Pete Sampras 
and Steffi Graf have played ex- 
ceptional tennis this year and 
fully deserve to be recognised 
again as the best of the best." 

The wheelchair world 
champions for 1995 were David 
Hall of Australia and Monique 
Kalkman of the Netherlands. 
The awards will be presented at 
the annual ITF World Champ- 
ions’ Dinner in Paris during the 
French Open next May. 


Olympic Games 


The International Olympic 
Committee yesterday welcomed 
efforts by the former president 
Jimmy Carter to persuade 
North Korea to compete at 
next summer’s Atlanta Games. 

Of the 197 nations invited by 
Lhe IOC to send teams to At- 
lanta, North Korea is the only 
one that has not accepted. 

Carter, who sent a letter per- 
sonally inviting the North Ko- 
reans Lo come, said Tuesday he 
had been informed by North 
Korea's leaders that they “are 

The IOC d^mor^general, 
Franqois Canard, said m Lau- 
sanne that he had received no 
new information concerning 
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North Korea but hoped Carter's 
initiative would succeed. 

“Anything which can con- 
tribute to bnng all nations to the 
Games has to be encouraged,'’ 
he said. ‘Tf anybody can deliv- 
er, we would only tie pleased/* 

While thedeadtinefor replies 
was 15 November, Canard said 
the IOC would not reject a late 
entry from the North Koreans. 
“We are trying nor to penalise 
the athletes,” . be saia. . “We 
would do the utmost with the or- 
ganising committee to allow 
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al the height the battle' be- 


and the Kerry-Packer^backcd . 

League. “I 

kncnV of cases ©f pUjrert wbo . 
were taken thfoa roDtaand kAJ . 
that Uk offer wasn’t going to be 
•tbM* if fhey^tfidift^^n'jhere 
amd thenf'- aiKl that is dS&- 
gracefel^ he saki . " 

: For most; he addeaL it ftatiLv 
beenadcwxmaeri^ 
orifice flexibilitY^ Ihefdture 
foraninmK^iate"femM^bOT- 
efiLHe said thecontEactswere 
designed tdcpmbat.the ARL. 
“The main driving fotrebehind 
UwasfimL after rec«ivmg large 
sums of money, they could be . 
stopped fromgoing outride the ■ 

: Super Leagpef he said. “But 
New do have to be advised (hat : 
a piayer wants to move within 
Super League. fcan’t see for _ 
practical reasons that it would '■ 
be nsefrir to News to stop a ' ‘ 
move from one Soper League 
dub to another “ 

' pavidffowes, the. chief ex- 
ecutive of St Helens, called for 
clarification. “We will haveTo 
now ask for guidance from to 
L eaguean the imerprefcariocof 
the danse,” he said. “Flve or rix 
of our players gpt aTwalty 
banns and were under aiot of 
pressure on the day. The dub 
wasnotdireclfy invpwed with the 
commas/* 

Maurice Lindsay, the chief 
executive of the rugby league, 
denied the body was surren- 
dering its poritionof authority. 

“It & absolute nonsense to sug- 
gest thatwe have given up con- 
trol of our sport qt any part of 
-it,” he said “The c4aims that the 


North Korea boycotted the 
1984 and 1988 Olympics but 
competed at the 1992 
Barcelona Games. The North 
Koreans have not competed in . 
any major international sports 
competitions oyer the past year. 


tween players and News Cor- 
poration require the players to 
play wherever News Corpora- 
tk>n say is unfair and" irrespon- 
sible. . 

“Voluntary loyalty agreements^ 
■have bear signed by pfctyere. 
Those loyalty agreements will 
benefit lhe player, the dxrbsof the 
Rugby Football League and the 
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wiflrmhourtoflheliFLagning 
News Corpora tjqn’s contract, 
we came under attack from the 
AnstraliamRugby League, who 
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entire Gieat Biftath and Whies 











